Canada backs Arabs opposing carbon tax 

^ ana< ^* an Energy Minister Bill McKnight said Sunday 
ne opposed carbon taxes, suggested by Europe and the United States and 
denounced by oil-produq'ng nations. “Canada and Saudi Arabia have a 
similar position on the outran tax," Mr. McKnight told a news 
conference. “It is a discriminatory tax." He said there were “more 
efficient ways” of caring for the environment than imposing such a tax. 
Saudi Arabia and its partners in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
have been outraged by the European Community's proposal to tax all 
carbon fuels, both for environmental reasons and to raise extra revenue. 
The tax would start at $3 a barrel of oil and reach $10 by the year 2000. 
President Bill Clinton, meanwhile, has proposed as energy tax which 
would eventually levy about S3.50 on cadi barrel of imported oil. The 
Saudi-led GCC has been contemplating retaliatory action in the event the 
taxes were imposed. The Canadian minister is in Saudi Arabia to promote 
business for Canadian companies in the oil-rich region. He arrived 
Thursday, accompanied by representatives of leading Canadian com- 
panies of the petroleum processing and engineering, and mineral sectors. 
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Parties give Rabin 
one more week to 
solve crisis 

TEL AVIV (R) — The leftist 
Meretz faction gave Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin one more week 
Sunday to solve a cabinet crisis 
overshadowing Arab-Israeli 
r ; peace talks. Meretz Minister of 
Absorption Yair Tsaban said his 
faction agreed to the extension 
when Mr. Rabin made it clear he 
would ask for no further time. 
“He (Rabin) repeated that if by 
next Sunday, in another week ... 
another arrangement agreeable 
to us is not found ... the agree- 
ment we reached will take 
effect,” Mr- Tsaban told army 
radio. "Even if the meaning is 
that the government for an in- 
terim period will have to depend 
on the support of only 61 mem- 
bers of Kneset (parliament) the 
prime minister will keep his word 
and implement that arrange- 
ment.” Mr. Tsaban added. 

Sudan accuses 
rebels of breaking 
ceasefire 

' KHARTOUM <AP) — The 
Sudanese government Sunday ac- 
cused rebels of breaking a two- 
month ceasefire shortly after 
peace talks between the two sides 
broke off with no agreement. 
Major General Mohammad 
Abdullah Oweida, Sudanese 
army spokesman, said rebels 
bom the Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) loyal to John 
Garang have killed three govern- 
ment troops in the past five days. 
He said the two soldiers were 
killed when they drove over land 
mines planted by the insurgents 
in Equatoria state in the south. 
Another soldier was killed in 
SPLA shelling of the 
government-held town of Luka in 
the same state. 

Rafsanjani defends 
his economic record 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
facing presidential elections next 
«V month, Sunday defended his gov- 
ernment's ‘‘unprecedented” eco- 
nomic record over the last four 
■ years. Mr. Rafsanjani, quoted by 
the Iranian news agency IRNA, 
said economic growth had 
readied 8.3 per cent, unemploy- 
ment had fallen to 11 per cent 
from 14.9 per cent, and imports 
of wheat had halved since 1989 
despite a population increase. ‘‘I 
think what has been done over 
the past few years regarding the 
consolidation of the economic in- 
frastructure of the country has 
been unprecedented throughout 
history,” IRNA reported Mr. 
Rafsanjani as telling a news con- 
ference. 

German president 
urges no violence 
over asylum limits 

BONN (R) — German President 
Richard von Weizsaecker Sunday 
urged protesters to avoid violence 
when parliament meets this week 
to pass a controversial law aimed 
at limiting immigration by res- 
tricting political asylum rights. In 
a rare statement on a planned 
political rally. Mr. Weizsaecker 
called for calm from up to 10,000 
demonstrators expected to con- 
vene on Bonn Wednesday for a 
decisive final debate in parlia- 
ment's lower house. “Any 
attempt from outside to put 
pressure on the lower or upper 
house of parliament with illegal 
means or even violence would 
J only be an assault on our con- 
stitution,'’ he said. 

Eritrea born as 
Africa's newest state 

ASMARA (R) — The Republic 
of Eritrea become Africa's 
newest independent state at mid- 
night Sunday under the lead- 
ership of the man who who led its 
long secessionist war with 
Ethiopia. President Issayas 
Afewerki was elected head of 
state on Saturday by the Eritrean 
National Council, the new coun- 
try’s transitional ruling body. He 
immediately pledged that Eritrea 
will be a democratic state. “The 
guarantee and continuation of 
democracy and democratic in- 
stitutions are the pillars of law 
and the establishment of a consti- 
tutional government. These are 
the priorities of our future work,'* 
he said, according to the voice of 
the Broad Masses of Eritrea 
radio. Mr. Afewerki is the leader 
of the Eritrean People’s Libera- 
tion Front (EPLF)’ 
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Red Cross demands 
end to Israeli abuse 
of Palestinian rights 

Sommaruga reaffirms. Fourth Geneva 
Convention applicable to W. Bank, Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The president of the Red 
Cross met with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin Sunday and de- 
manded that the Jewish state end 
human rights violations in the 
occupied territories. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli govern- 
ment voted to accept a modest 
investment proposal for the occu- 
pied territories as purchasing 
power in the occupied Gaza Strip 
dropped to zero, Israel Radio 
reported. 

Red Cross chief Comelio Som- 
maruga cited Israel's closure of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, the recent rash of army 
killings of Palestinian civilians, 
army house demolitions and 
tough conditions in Israeli deten- 
tion camps in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Sommaruga told reporters 
after the one-hour meeting that 
he demanded “quite firmly" that 
Israel apply all provisions of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention 
which protects people under 
occupation. 

Israel contends that it observes 
the humanitarian spirit of the 
convention, but that the status of 
the West Bank and Gaza has yet 
to be determined as occupied. 
Mr. Sommaruga rejected the 
argument Sunday, saying the pro- 
visions clearly apply to the occu- 
pied territories. 

The president of the Interna- 


tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said the most 
pressing issue was the high num- 
ber of civilian deaths. In a one- 
week period this month, 13 
Palestinians were killed by Israeli 
soldiers, including a toddler, a 
10-year-old and a 13-year-old. 

“I consider that using live 
ammunition is a serious problem, 
particularly when we see the con- 
sequences, with many people kil- 
led, particularly children,” he 
said. 

He also said the army practice 
of demolishing houses where 
wanted Palestinians hide out was 
a “provocation.” 

Since the start of the Palesti- 
nian uprising against occupation' 
ih December 1987, Israeli troops 
and civilians have killed 1,112 
Palestinians, and Israeli human 
rights observers say 65 were aged 
14 and younger. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman. Gad 
Ben-Ari, said the killings of civi- 
lians were “a tragedy” and that 
the government was “very sorry 
about it.” But Mr. Rabin told 
Mr. Sommaruga the deaths were 
largely to blame on the increasing 
Palestinian use of firearms which 
required a tougher Israeli re- 
sponse, Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

Israel sealed off the occupied 
territories on Mar ch 30. barring 
1.8 million Palestinians from en- 
tering Israel and occupied Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Sommaruga called the clo- 


Fateh, Hamas vow 
unity to fight Israel 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — The 
mainstream Fateh group and the 
Islamic Resistance Movemeni 
Hamas in the occupied Gaza 
Strip issued a rare joint statement 
Sunday calling for unity and 
escalation of guerrilla attacks on 
Israelis. 

The two groups, long bitter 
rivals, warned Arabs to keep 
away from “Zionist targets." 
They said they killed two Palesti- 
nians in error in a joint operation 
a week ago in which two Israeli 
vegetable merchants and two 
Palestinians were shot dead. 

The “joint operations bureau” 
of the Fateh Hawks, linked to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). and the Qassam unit 
of Hamas called on Palestinians 
to “form one line" and unify their 
struggle against Israeli military 
rule. 

It was only the second joint 
statement issued by Hamas and 
Fateh Hawks. 

"The armed struggle, striking 
the Zionist targets and escalating 
our intifada, is the real response 
to the Nazi policy of (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Rabin's 
terrorist government.” the state- 
ment said. 

“We appeal to you, our peo- 
ple, to be far away from the 
Zionist targets in order to be 


seciSre and to prevent what hap- 
pened to our righteous martyrs*’ 
said the leaflet titled “military 
statement number one” passed to 
an international news agency. 

The groups claimed joint re- 
sponsibility for the May 16 
ambush that killed two Arab and 
two Israeli vegetable dealers and 
said it was a first-ever joint opera- 
tion to avenge the shooting of 
Palestinians by the Israeli army 
this month. 

The statement said the guerril- 
las were surprised to discover two 
of the victims were Palestinians 
and promised they would be re- 
sponsible for the welfare of the 
dead men’s families. 

Hamas, the main target of Mr. 
Rabin’s Decembere expulsion of 
415 Palestinians' to Lebanon, 
strongly opposes Palestinian par- 
ticipation in U.S.-brokered Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

The PLO directs the Palesti- 
nian team to the talks which 
adjourned earlier this month. 
Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shafi has called for 
the talks to be suspended because 
of the lack of progress. 

“Our people's agreement to 
take part in the talks does not 
mean we have abandoned the 
military option the leaflet said. 


Iran, UAE agree to 
restart talks on dispute 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iran and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Sunday agreed to revive 
negotiations over three congested 
islands in the southern Gulf. 

The agreement capped a two- 
day visit by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. 

He met with President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan. 
He then left for Qatar, the fourth 
leg of a regional trip, apparently 
aimed at improving ties with the 
Islamic Republic’s Arab neigh- 
bours. 

The UAE and Iran “expressed 
their wish and Teadiness to con- 
duct more dialogue... to remove 
the impeding issues between the 
two countries,” said a joint com- 
munique issued after the meeting 
with Sheikh Zayed. 

The dialogue, it added, was 


intended "to develop and streng- 
then relations in order to serve 
the security and stability of the 
region...” 

It did not specifically mention 
the disputed islands of Abu Musa 
and Greater and Lesser Tonbs. 
But the quarrel has been the main 
issue marring Abu Dhabi-Tehran 
ties. 

The official Emirates News 
Agency (WAM) said earlier that 
Mr. Velayati handed Sheikh 
Zayed a message from Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
“ways of strengthening bilateral 
relations in the light of cordial 
ties between the two countries." 

Hie Iranian minister also had a 
lengthy session with the UAE 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs. Sheikh Hamdan Ben 
Zayed. 


sure “collective punishment.” 

Mr. Rabin pointed to recent 
decisions easing the restrictions, 
such as allowing more than 

20,000 Palestinians to return to 
their jobs in Israel and permitting 
some access to East Jerusalem 
mosques and churches. “It could 
be there will be additional steps 
in the future,” Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

Before the closure, 120,000 
Palestinians worked in Israel, and 
their wages made up one-third of 
the income of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The cabinet decided Sunday to 
invest 30 million shekels ($11 
million) in the occupied territor- 
ies over two months to create 

20.000 jobs, and decide on furth- 
er spending in a few weeks. Left- 
wing ministers had proposed in- 
vesting 250 million shekels ($91 
million), but the proposal was 
rejected. 

Genera] Danny Rotschild, who 
coordinates government policy in 
the occupied territories, told the 
cabinet that residents of the Gaza 
Strip had lost all purchasing pow- 
er, Israel Radio said. The radio 
quoted him as saying merchants 
were unable to load goods, but 
that Gazans were not yet starv- 
ing. 

The government would employ 

7.000 Palestinians cleaning streets 
and buildings in Gaza for- a daily 
wage of 25 shekels ($9), the radio 
said. 


Rabin says 
Gaza Strip 
could have 
self-rule first 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said Sunday that Palestinian self- 
rule could be implemented in the 
occupied Gaza Strip first once 
principles were agreed to at Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

“Any agreement has to be 
achieved through negotiators in 
Washington. But when agree- 
ment in principle is reached on an 
interim settlement, I see nothing 
to prevent its being applied first 
in Gaza," a government official 
quoted Mr. Rabin telling the 
cabinet. 

Mr. Rabin was replying to a 
question from a cabinet minister 
and he refused to elaborate.the 
official said. 

Israel and the Palestinians are 
negotiating over the set-up of a 
limited period of self-rule for the 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Three years into that period 
talks would begin on a final 
agreement. 

At the ninth round of peace 
talks which ended in Washington 
this month, the two sides failed to 
agree to a “statement of princi- 
ples” on the talks despite 
Washington presenting a com- 
promise draft. 

Mr. Rabin's statement to the 
cabinet left unclear whether he 
meant limited self-rule could be- 
gin in Gaza if such a joint state- 
ment of principles was reached, 
or if he had a more specific 
agreement on the interim period 
in mind. 

His spokesman was not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

There have been calls by left- 
wing ministers in Mr. Rabin's 
government for a unilateral 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, a 
hotbed of Palestinian nationalism 
and Islamic fundamentalism. 

Only between 3,000 to 4,000 of 
the 100,000 Jewish settlers living 
in the occupied lands live in Gaza 
(see page 2). 

Dovish cabinet ministers have 
proposed to hand the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
control of the Gaza Strip even 
before an agreement on auton- 
omy for all the occupied lands is 
reached in the peace talks. 

Palestinians have been study- 
ing the prospect of a Gaza hand 
over to them. • 
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His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday confers with Dutch Foreign Minister Peter Kooq- 
mans (Petra photo) ‘ 

June 14 floated for 10th round 
of talks amid Arab consultations 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The 10th round 
of Arab-Israeli peace talks has 
been tentatively set to begin 
June 14. one week later than 
originally suggested by the 
U.S., but differences among 
the Palestinians have to be 
settled before the . finalisation 
of the date, informed sources 
said Sunday. 

The one-week delay was re- 
quested by the Palestinian 
side, which believes that June 7 
would be too close to the 'Eid 
Al Adha celebrations and an 
expected meeting of the Arab 
parties involved in the 19- 
month negotiations, the 
sources said. 

Also in the offing is a meet- 
ing of the Palestine Central 
Council, which is tentatively 
set for the June 6, for an 
internal Palestinian review of 
the peace process, the sources • 
noted. 

Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber said Jordan had not 
been officially informed of the 
date for the 10th round of 
talks, but that June 14 
“appears to be the informal 
suggestion.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber said he was 
continuing contacts with his 
counterparts from Syria, Leba- 
non and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) with 
a view to fixing a date for the 
Arab coordination meeting, 
expected to be held in Amman 
immediately after the 'Eid Al 
Adha holidays, which end on 
Friday, June 5. 

“The meeting will review the 
peace process and evaluate its 

Unlicensed 
party activists 
arrested 

AMMAN (R) — The security 
authorities arrested senior mem- 
bers of an underground militant 
Islamic group, Hizb Al Tahrir, 
relatives said Sunday. 

Hizb Al Tahrir's constitution, 
according to party members, calls 
for the overthrow of all ruling 
regimes in the Middle East and 
their replacement by an Islamic 
caliphate. 

Relatives and Islamic sources 
said the spokesman of the group 
and at least one other senior 
party member were among those 
arrested. 

“They came after midnight on 
Thursday and searched the house 
four and or five times, interro- 
gated my husband and arrested 
him,." Um Yasin, wife of party 
spokesman Ata Abu Al Rishta 
told Reuters. 

The group has not sought lega- 
lisation under the new law allow- 
ing political parties and continues 
to operate underground. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, the 
largest single bloc in Parliament, 
met Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker last week to demand 
the release of some Jordanians 
arrested upon their return here 
from Afghanistan and Pakistan 
earlier. Brotherhood spokesman 
Irbrahim Khreisat said it had so. 
far received no response. 

Some of the 15 were arrested at 
Amman airport after being expel- 
led from Pakistan in a crackdown 
on Arab militants. 

Government officials could not 
immediately be reached for com- 
ment on the arrests. 


course,” he told the Jordan 
Times. “Discussions have 
touched on the core issues of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict during 
the ninth round (which ended 
earlier this month) and an 
assessment of the negotiations 
is very important.” 

Workin’g groups were 
formed by the various parties 
to the negotiations during the 
ninth round, but Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement over a “dec- 
laration of principles” re- 
mained elusive. 

Palestinian negotiators and 
senior PLO officials have been 
sending mixed signals on how 
they viewed the ninth round. 
Some said the creation of the 
working groups was progress 
while others said such progress 
was not significant as long as 
the Israeli side was not willing 
to commit itself to the basic 
principles • and define the 
terms of negotiations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said a PLO 
message brought in by Execu- 
tive Committee member Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo on Saturday 
“dealt with the (coordination) 
meeting -.and other related 
issues.” He did not elaborate. 

In the meantime, Palestinian • 
activists are also trying to con- 
vene a session of tbe policy- 
making Palestine National 
Council (PNC) before the 10th 
round of talks. ■ 

Those behind the efforts to 
convene the council “are 
arguing that it is in the interest 
of all Palestinians to get the 
highest elected Palestinian au- 
thority have its say on the 
course of the peace process,” 
said one of the sources. 


KABUL (Agencies) — Two 
weeks of fighting in and around 
the capital stopped Sunday, as 
guerrillas began adhering to the 
ceasefire their leaders signed last 
week. 

After daily barrages of about 
80 rockets, only sporadic fighting 
and a few rocket strikes were 
reported in Kabul Saturday and 
Sunday. The rest of the country 
remained peaceful. 

“As you can see, Kabul is at 
peace today.” said Mahmoud, 
head of the commission that over- 
saw the ceasefire signed by rival 
guerrilla leaders last Thursday in 
Jalalabad. Mr. Mahmoud is also 
guerrilla leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar's commander-in-chief. 

“Some of the fighters are not 
aware of the ceasefire. We are 
sending delegations to inform 
them," said Mr. Mahmoud. 

On Sunday, workers cleaned 
up galss and rubble from rocket 
attacks and swept up garbage that 
had accumulated during the last 
two weeks of fighting. 

More than 500 people, mostly 
civilians, were killed and 5,000 
injured in Kabul since guerrilla 
groups overthrew Afghanistan's 
Soviet-backed government 13 
months ago. 

Although three ceasefire 
agreements have collapsed in the 
last year, the latest agreement 
was endorsed by all the major 
guerrilla leaders unlike the pre- 
vious pacts. As a result, 
Mahmoud said it has a better 
chance of holding. 

Most of the factional fighting is 
over who will control the Defence 
Ministry, which is headed by 
Ahmad Shah Masoud. 



Sheikh linked to blast had Iran tie— report 

NEW YORK (R) — Investigators looking into the World Trade Ornur 
bombing have uncovered a financial link between Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman and Iran's delegation to the United Nations, according to u.S. 
News and World Report- The magazine, quoting Mideast intelligence 
sources as reporting that Sheikh Abdul Rahman, the blind dene whose 
mosque was attended by several of the suspects indicted for the Mast, 
regularly received large sums of money from the Iranians. Sbrnh A haul 
Rahman, who has denied any connection to. the February 26 blast, which 
killed six people and injured over 1,000, has in the past denied receiving 
funds from Iran. The magazine, quoting' separate unidentified sources, 
said the sheikh was also supported by funds forwarded to him from Cairo 
by one of his ex-wives. The intelligence sources told the magazine the 


his cache to Cairo, where it was used to finance extremist activities. His 
pipeline was exposed, die magazine said, when Egyptian police caught 
one of his couriers. 
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Kooijmans 
urges Arabs 
not to quit 
peace talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dutch Fore- 
ign minister Peter Kooijmans 
Sunday called on the Arabs not to 
quit the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, saying next round of talks in 
June might break the logjam. 

Speaking to reporters after 
talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and Fore- 
ign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber, 
Mr. Kooijmans said: “We urge 
all parties not to miss this peace 
opportunity and not place obsta- 
cles in the path of peace.” 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, said Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Kooijmans discussed the role 
Europe could play in the Middle 
East peace talks, especially in the 
multilateral talks. They also dis- 
cussed means of enhancing rela- 
tions between Jordan and the 
Netherlands, it said. 

In a statement to Petra, Dr. 
Abu Jaber said he and Mr. Kooij- 
mans discussed the outcome of 
the ninth round of peace talks, 
positions of the various parties 
involved in the process and the 
latest developments on Arab and 
international arenas. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that Jordan 
stressed the need for im- 
plementing the United Nations 
resolutions on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, and recognising the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

He added that the discussions 
also covered the situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovenia and the 
need to establish peace in the 
turbulent region in accordance 
with U.N. resolutions. 

Coordinating efforts - - 

Mr. Kooijmans arrived here 
from Damascus Saturday. In an 
arrival statement, he said the 
European Community (EC) was 
keen on coordinating its efforts 
with the United States in order to 
ensure the success of the peace 
process. 

Mr. Kooijmans said that his 
tour, aimed at gaining first-hand 
information on the Arab views 
towards the peace process. 

Mr. Kooijmans, who arrived 
here from Syria after visiting 
Lebanon, said that the EC coun- 
tries contribute most effectively 
towards the multi lateral phase of 
the peace process and maintain 
dose ties with all parties to the 
negotiations. 

Jordanian-Dutch relations, Mr. 
Kooijmans said, are excellent. 
He expressed hope for con-' 
tinuous progress. 

In his comments at the press 
conference, the Dutch minister 
said the ninth round of talks 
made advances. 

“Progress has been made... 
substantive issues were discussed 
and not only procedural issues,” 
Mr. Kooijmans said. “The 10th 
round may lead to some tangible 
results.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber, standing with 
Mr. Kooijmans, said: “For the 
first we have examined substan- 
tive issues. But nothing has been 
resolved." 

Talks in Syria 

In Damascus, Mr. Kooijmans 
discussed with President Hafez 
Al Assad the peace process and 
violence in former Yugoslavia. 

In a departure statement issued 

in Damascus, he said his talks in 
Syria, which also included two 
meetings with Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa, were “very posi- 
tive and useful.” 

Syrian presidential spokesman 
Jubran Kourieh quoted Mr, 
Assad as telling his guest that 
each “country in the world has a 
role and responsibility" towards 
achieving global peace. 

He said Syria was committed to 
the peace talks “to rid the region 
of wars." But he criticised Israel 
for offering '‘nothing that may 
advance the peace process," 
according to Mr. Kourieh. 

“President Assad affirmed' 
Syria’s support for the peace pro- 
cess and its will to avoid the 
threat of war in the region," Mt. 
Khourieh said. ' 

“Syria has accepted the basis of 
the peace process and has done a 
tot... while Israel has done no- 
thing,” Mr. Khourieh quoted Mr. 
Assad as saying. 

“Peace is in the interest of the 
region and the world, it needs 
serious and objective coopera- 
tion,” he said. 


But PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, who is under pressure 
from hardline PLO groups to 
withdraw tbe Palestinian de- 
legation from tbe negotiations, 
is resisting tbe call for a PNC 
meeting, the source said. 

“Obviously he does not want 
to come under additional 
pressure from the PNC,” 
according to the source. 

PNC Speaker Abdul Hamid 
Sayeh said Saturday he plan- 
ned to submit his resignation as 
and when the council met next. 
He cited poor health and dis- 
illusionment with the peace 
process as reasons for his deci- 
sion. 

The PNC last met in Octo- 
ber 1991, shortly before the | 
Middle East peace process was 
launched in Madrid. Spain. 

"If the activists prevail and 
pressure Arafat to convene a 
PNC session, then the June 14 
date will have to be put off," 
said the source, noting that 
holding a meeting of the 450- 
member body required prepa- 
rations. 

In Marj Al Zohour, Leba- 
non Palestinian exiles Sunday 
bailed as courageous Sheikh 
Sayeh's decision to resign as 
PNC speaker. 

Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi. lead- 
er of the 396 men stranded in 
South Lebanon for more than 
five months, urged dialogue 
among the various Palestinian 
factions to come up with a 
“unified and mature" stand on 
the peace talks. 

“This step from Sheikh 
Sayeh is a responsible and 
courageous move...” Dr. Ran- 
tisi told reporters 


Truce in Kabul 


Mr. Hekmatyar, his arch'rival, 
has pounded Kabul demanding 
Mr. Masoud step down. 

Mr. Masoud’s fighters control 
much of Kabul while the -south- 
eastern suburbs are under Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-Islami and 
its ally, the Shi'ite Hezb-e- 
Wahdat. 

Tbe Jalalabad agreement also 
calls for Mr. Masoud to step 
down and hand over the Defence 
Ministry to a commission. 

Mr. Mahmoud said the process 
of setting up the commission 
would begin after President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani returns 
from Pakistan, which had sup- 
ported the 14-year-old guerrilla 
war against the previous Soviet- 
backed governments. 

In Islamabad, Mr. Rabbani 
seaid that the new accord to end 
faction fighting in Kabul would 
succeed because the government 
would take charge of the heavy 
weapons of all parties. 

_ Mr. Rabbani, on an official 
visit to Pakistan, attributed the 
failure of previous peace pacts to 
end battles for supremacy in 
Kabul to tire lack of a decision on 
deployment of heavy weapons. 

“In the Jalalabad agreement 
we decided upon the collection of 
heavy weapons from all parties ” 
he said. “This is the main objec- 
tive to stop war and bloodshed." 

Under the Jalalabad agree- 
ment, Mr. Rabbani is to super- 
vise *e proposed commission to 
run the Defence Ministry 

Mr. Rabbani declined to say- 
who. would be held responsible 
for the thousandss of deaths in 
Kabul since the guerrillas took 
over. 
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abat agrees to probe 
rights abuses 



RABAT (Ri — Morocco has 
agreed to investigate eileeed hu- 
man rights abuses in the kingdom 
after two days of talks with an 
Amnesty International delega- 
tion, a leader of the London- 
based rights group said Sunday. 

Amnesty Deputy Secretary- 
General Herve Serger of Switzer- 
land said his team had raised with 
the Consultative Council for Hu- 
man Rights questions of torture 
in custody, prisoners of conscien- 
ce and the reported disappear- 
ance of hundreds of people. 

Their 18 hours of talks on 
Friday and Saturday, just days 
after a sharp arrack on Amnesty 
by King Hassan r/as broadcast on 
French television, had “estab- 
lished a dialogue which was very 
frank and positive and will be 
continued," Mr. Berger said. 

“St was a very good start," he 
added. 

Rabat lawyer Mohammad 
Ziane. a member of the multi- 
party rights council appointed by 
King Hassan three years age. said 
the talks with the three Amnesty 
delegates were held "in a veiy 
good ambience" with an ex- 
change of views of contentious 
issues. 

Both sides agreed joint work- 
ing groups could be set up to 
investigate specific complaints. 
Mr. Berger said he was leaving 
Sunday but a member of his 
team. Elizabeth Hodgkin, would 
stay on for a week to have talks 
with non-government organisa- 


tions. 

It was the first official contact 
with Amnesty in Morocco since 
February 1990 when the king 
received an Amnesty delegation 
after the organisation had issued 
a critical report which the Rabat 
government denounced as "par- 
tial and partisan." 

In the following month two 
Amnestv members were expel- 
led. 


But the king freed 40 political 
prisoners and 269 Western 
Saharans later in 1990 and re- 
leased 28 military prisoners in 
1991 from a secret detention cen- 
tre at Tazmamart, which was 
demolished after having been de- 
nounced by Amnesty. 

An Amnesty report published 
on April 14 charged that more 
than SOO people had “dis- 
appeared" and were being held in 
secret detention centres. 


The king said in the television 
interview broadcast in France last 
week. “I don’t see why it 
(Amnesty) comes to put its nose 
in our affairs." He added that the 
organisation was an “old and 
completely faded thing that has 
no further use.” 

The Consultative Council for 
Human Rights said last month 
that the report was part of “a 
campaign waged against Morocco 
by a group trying to tranish its 
reputation, for purposes other 
than the defence of human 
rights." 


Kuwait assembly wants to 
double army size — paper 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
opposition-dominated parliament 

- is studying a plan to double the 
strength of the army to 40.000 
men over the 10 years, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

"There is a possibility that the 
/•: international situation might 

- change and Kuwait could be 
2 :. threatened." Abdul Mohsen AJ 

• • Mudej. spokesman of the assem- 

bly’s interior and defence com- 
mittee, was quoted as saying by 

- the Arab Times. 

“This is why v.e should build an 
army and make national security 
our top priority." he said in an 
interview with :r.e English- 
language newspaper. 

“If we succeed ir. building an 
army of 40/Al to 50.000 men 
. within the nest ;fi years and 
supply them with advanced and 
sophisticated weaponry, then we 
can say we will be secure in our 
cwn country.” 

■;V Mr- Mudej said *.\ ithout elabor- 
?~’ sting that the government was 
! cooperating with the committee 
. :n its studies on the issue. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 

* - 1990, quickly overrunning heavily 

outnumbered Kuwaiti forces, and 
proclaimed the emirate its 19th 
: province. A U..S.-!sd coalition of 


Western and Arab armies expel- 
led the Iraqis in February 1991. 

Mr. Mudej emphasised Kuwait 
was not likely to face serious 
threats in the near future because 
“the international security system 
that liberated Kuwait is still hold- 
ing.” 

After the war the emirate 
signed 10-year defence pacts with 
the United States, France and 
Britain. It plans to sign one with 
Russia later this year. Kuwait’s 
armed forces are believed to 
number up to 20,000 men. 

The emirate has military hard- 
ware on order from die United 
States worth S4.5 billion over the 
next 10 years. 

Mr. Mudej did not say where 
the extra manpower for an ex- 
panded army would come from. 
An army of 50,000 would repre- 
sent eight per cent of Kuwait’s 
620.000 population. 

The committee this month 
approved a draft law that would 
enable the irtny to recruit foreign 
nationals for employment in 
officer ranks. But political obser- 
vers have expressed doubts as to 
whether the measure will be pas- 
sed by the plenary assembly and 
the government. 


Kuwait 
to purchase 
Russian 
weapons 


KUWAIT <AP) — Defence 
Minister Sheikh Ali A1 Sabah 
says Kuwait will buy Russian 
weapons and send military staff 
to Moscow for training, the Al 
Anba daily reported Sunday. 

He also told the A1 Anba daily 
that some 200 senior military 
officers will be replaced in a 
shuffle to be announced next- 
month. 

Sheikh Ali said in an interview 
that a Kuwaiti military delegation 
is currently visiting Russia to buy 
“light and heavy' arms that are 
suitable for the?capabilities and 
the needs of the Kuwaiti army.” 

He did not elaborate on the 
type of weapons or the value of 
the planned acquisitions. 

Kuwait is already buying U.S.- 
built patriot anti-missile batter- 
ies, and 256 U.S. Abrams M1-A2 
main battle tanks in a 54.5 billion 
deal, part of a 10-year plan to 
rebuild Kuwait’s armed forces. - 

It is also replacing its aging 
French -built Mirage and U.S.- 
made Skyhawk combat aircraft 
with 40 American F/A-18 Hornet 
fighters under a SI. 6 billion deal. 
France is supplying 12 high-speed 
patrol boats for the navy. 

Kuwait is going to sign a 10- 
year defence pact with Russia In 
August. 

That agreement, similar to 
those already signed with the 
United States, Britain and France 
since the 1991 Gulf war, calls for 
joint training. 

Sheikh Ali said the pact with 
Russia would be the last Kuwait 
will sign with “friendly coun- 
tries.” 

The Russians, along with other 
cash-straped republics in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, are making a 
determined push into the lucra- 
tive Gulf arms market, until now 
the preserve of the United States, 
Britain and France. 

Kuwait, which «“ rebuilding its 
military virtually from the ground 
up in the aftermath of the 1990 
Iraqi invasion, plans to spend 
more than $12 billion over the 
next decade on defence. 

In the past, Gulf states were 
reluctant to punjfiase unfamiliar 
Soviet equipment, difficult to in- 
tegrate with Western systems. 

But they are showing a new 
keenness because the Russians 
are selling off their surplus 
weaponry at bargain-basement 
rates to get their hands on desper- 
ately needed hard currency. 

TTie United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) recently acquired some 
400 BMP-3 armoured fighting 
vehicles and maj^buy more. Vic- 
tor Glukhikh, chairman of the 
Russian committee for Defence 
Industries, toured the Gulf last 
April seeking to drum up busi- 
ness. 


W rongly accused hijacker fulfills quest 


f/SLO (AP) — A quiet Somali 
isfugee finally has completed a 
quest that was interrupted three 
months ago when he was wrongly 
identified as the hijacker of a 
Lufthansa airliner. 

Farah Siad Shuriye tracked 
down the wife and children he left 
behind when he fled civil war in 
his country in 1990. He has fulfil- 
led a vow and brought them to his 
adopted home of Kristiansand, 
Norway, his attorney said. 

“It was wonderful to see them 
again." said 32-year-old Shuriye 
hi an interview with the Oslo 
newspaper Aftenposten last Fri- 
day. *T longed for my family and 
-thought of nothing else. Why 
would I have hijacked an air- 
plane?” 

Refugees in the town on the 
southern tip of Norway, where 
Mr. Shuriye found asylum in 
1991, had helped him buy a ticket 
from Norway to Ethiopia so he 
could search for his wife, Halawi 
Elmi Shire, and their three chil- 
dren. 

Instead. Mr. Shuriye and 103 
others spent a harrowing II hours 


aboard Lufthansa Flight 529 on 
Feb. II, while a hijacker — later 
identified as Nebiu Zewolde De- 
meke, a 20-year-old Ethiopian 
living in Morocco — forced their 
plane to fly to New York. 

For a few hours that day, Ger- 
man and U.S. officials named 
Mr. Shuriye as the hijacker. 

“It was not good that my name 
was spread all over the world like 
that. It has caused me problems. I 
often feel that people look at me 
and think, ‘there goes the hijack- 
er’,” he said. 

His attorney, Knut Myhre, said 
by telephone from Knstiansand 
that Mr. Shuriye brought his 
family home last month, with no 
fanfare. 

Mr. Myhre said he has asked 
the German government to com- 
pensate the refugee for the mis- 
take, since the German interior 
ministry told U.S. officials and 
the news media that Mr. Shuriye 
was the hijacker. 

“I don't know of any similar 
cases in the past. That' is why we 
just asked for an offer from the 
Germans." Mr. Myhre said. 


Mr. Shuriye’s wife said she 
heard about the hijacking on a 
short wave radio, and assumed 
her husband was in jail. 

“It was terrible,’* she said. 
“We thought we would never see 
him again.” 

Mr. Shuriye resumed his search 
shortly after the hijacking. He 
hired an agent, who found the 
family in Somalia and brought 
them to him in Ethiopia, Aften- 
posten said. 

“We were veiy surprised, and 
unbelievable happy,” said Mr. 
Shuriye’s wife. 

Now the family lives in a 
sparsely furnished bouse in Kris- 
tiansand, with no telephone and 
few amenities. Mr. Shuriye, a 
student, hopes to build a better 
life for them. 

“We were well-off in Somalia. ■ 
We had our own house. I was a 
teacher. Now the house is 
bombed and shot to pieces. I had 
to flee because of civil war and 
my political activities,” he told 
Aftenposten. “Now, I have no- 
thing." 



Militant settlers hold a celebration in the occupied West Bank (file photo) 


Settlers* mood mixes 
fear and militancy 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 


KOKHAV HASHAHAR, 
occupied West Bank — Shi- 
mon Yazersky, a New York- 
born dentist, and his wife, 
Yehudith, are full of optimism 
on their first day in their new 
red-roofed house in this Jewish 
settlement. 

But the newcomers' upbeat 
mood contrasts with the anger 
and fear among many of the 
more than 110.000 longer-term 
settlers in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

They have seen fewer new- 
comers since Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s government 
cut subsidies. It was cheap 
home loans and tax breaks, 
rather than religious reasons, 
that attracted many settlers, 
and sales of new homes in the 
settlements are down sharply. 

Some Israelis are still com- 
ing, often. like the Yazerskys. 
driven by a belief they are 
reclaiming the land promised 
to the Jews by God. 

“It’s my dream home. All 
I’m missing is a picket fence.” 
says Mrs. Yazersky, 27. sur- 
rounded by movers' boxes and 
bolding her Gila on her lap. 

“I hope to live here for the 
next 80 years.” adds her hus- 
band. 33. 

The long-time settlers worry 
that U.S.-backed peace talks 
may lead to autonomy for the 
occupied territories’ 1.S mil- 
lion Palestinians, or worse, to 
settlements being uprooted in 
an eventual land-for-peace 
agreement. 

Some promise civil disobedi- 
ence to block autonomy. 
Others threaten to use gun’s, 
with extremists saying they 
would even fire at soldiers who 
tried to move Jews from the 
occupied territories. 

“This will be a jungle,” said 
settler Aharon Domb, who 
like many of his compatriots 
regularly carries a gun. 

In Kokhav Hashahar, where 
700 observant Jews live on a 
windswept hilltop overlooking 
the Jordan Valley, settlement 
leader Motti ZeHkovitch said 
residents bitterly oppose 
Palestinian autonomy. 

“You have to understand 
one simple thing. This is our 
country and only ours, and 
anyone who wants to live here 
can only do so under Israeli 
rule,” he said. 

Settlers are incensed over 
Israel's agreement to establish 
a Palestinian police force 
under autonomy, saying that 
would allow Arabs in disguise 
to kill settlers with impunity. 

Zelikovitch, a burly 36-year- 
old, said he would shoot if be 
encountered a Palestinian 
policeman. “The question is 
who draws faster and shoots 
first,” be said. 

Mr. Yazersky, who came to 
Israel seven years ago, said he 
would have his gun at hand 
when meeting an Arab cop, 
but would never fight Israeli 
soldiers. 


STATISTICS on Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights and Arab East Jerusalem: 

Population 

The West Bank — 125 .500 in 130 settlements (according to 
settlers); 107,000 (according to Peace Now, which opposes 
settlements). 

The Gaza Strip — 5,000 in 17 settlements (settlers); 4,000 
(Peace Now). 

The Golan Heights — 14,000 in 32 settlements. 

East Jerusalem — 140,000 in seven suburbs; East Jerusalem 
has a Palestinian population of 160,000. 

Home construction and sales 


The West Bank and Gaza — 8,000 units being built by 
government. 3.000 with private funds; settler leaders say 1,750 sold 
since July. 

East Jerusalem — 15.000 units under construction in Jewish 
suburb of Pisgat Zeev; nearly all sold. 

The Golan Heights — 1,700 units under construction; 400 sold. 


Subsidies 


‘Previous conservative government subsidised all 179 settlements; 
new liberal government reduced that to 77 — 32 in Golan, 16 in 
Gaza and 29 in the West Bank. 

The subsidies include: Seven per cent income tax break; grants of 
up to 25.000 shekels (59.000) and loans of same amount for home 
buyers; 90 per cent cut in kindergarten fees; exemption from taxes 
for new businesses for 10 years and grants of up to 38 per cent of 
investment. 


“I just finished a month of 
reserve duty last Friday. I am 
the Israeli army.” he said. 

Like all other Israeli men, 
settlers do army reserve duty 
for about a month each year. 
At home, they carry army- 
issued guns for protection and 
many own other firearms. 

The settlers' anger has raised 
fears of a new “Jewish under- 
ground” like that of the 1980s 
that carried out bomb attacks" 
against Palestinians. 

In April, an armed vigilante 
squad calling itself the “Judea 
police” won attention posing 
for pictures while patrolling 
Arab neighbourhoods. Settler 
leaders distanced themselves, 
saying it was a fringe group 
■blowing hot air. 

Mr. Rabin reportedly has 
ordered the Shin Bet secret 
service to step up surveillance 
of the heads of settlement re- 
gional councils, including tap- 
ping their phones. 

Some settler leaders argue 
against violence, saying their 
most crucial battle is for Israeli 
public opinion — today about 
evenly split. 

A showdown with the army 
or vigilante justice would only 
sway Israelis against the set- 
tlers, said Yehiel Leiter, 33, 
from the West Bank settlement 
of Eli. 

Mr. Leiter, who grew up in 
the United States, visits settle- 
ments lecturing on civil dis- 
obedience patterened 1960s 
American student protests. 

He dreams of embarrassing 
the government by having 
thousands of Jews carted off to 
jail for blocking roads. “How 
is Rabin going to look us in the 
eye?” he asked. 

Still, only about 4,000 peo- 
ple up for a settler demonstra- 
tion in Jerusalem in April. Mr. 
Leiter blamed poor organisa- 
tion. 

In the long run, settlers are 
hoping for a population surge 


once 8,000 homes being built 
by the government and 3,000 
with private money are 
finished. 

So far, however, sales have 
been slow, said Bob Lang, 
spokesman of the main settle- 
ment movement, Emunim. He 
said potential buyers were 
turned off by the government 
subsidy cuts that have raised 
. home prices by thousands . of 
dollars. 

Mr. Lang said that since July 
when Mr. Rabin took office, 
about 1,750 homes have been 
sold in the settlements — a for 
cry from the 10,000 houses 
Emunim had hoped to sell in 
the past year. 

Still, he said, the settler 
population has increased by 
about 10.000 to 130,000 in that 
period. However, Peace Now. 
a group opposed to Jewish 
settlement, contends that the 
increase was from 106,800 to 
111,000 and that most was 
from children bora to settlers. 

In Kokhav Hashahar, 20 to 
30 new homes have been sold, 
and there are plans for a new 
synagogue. But 45 additional 
plots cleared under the last 
government are likely to re- 
main vacant because no private 
buyers have expressed interest. 

Moshe Har-Melech, who 
runs a small electronics factory 
in Kokhav Hashahar, said he 
might put a planned expansion 
in Jerusalem or the United 
States since Mr. Rabin cancel- 
led many breaks for settlement 
businesses. 

Mr. Har-Melech will not get 
the 100 per cent tax exemption 
over 10 years and 40 per cent 
government grant for invest- 
ment that he received for his 
original factory. He is bitter 
about the switch in policy. 

“The government sent us 
here,” he said; “We were once 
considered pioneers, and now 
we are conisdered the enemies 
of the people.” 
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Canadian killed, Australian Injured in Iran 


NICOSIA (API — A Canadian diplomat has beui ^'ed and an 
Australian diplomat injured in a car crash in l . r ™ 
Mazandaran province, the official Islamic Republic Nlwn Agcwy 
reported Sunday. The agency, monitored mC ypr^quoteitthe 
Hamshahri daily as saying the Canadian was identified as DemU 
John Haro, first secretary and commercial attache at hiN country -s 
embassy in Tehran. The Australian was named as David wuiidin 
McLackan, his embassy’s first secretary. IRNA said the foreign 
ministry in Tehran confirmed the report. which said the diplo- 
mats’ car was in collision with a minibus Friday on the highway 
between Neka and Behshar in Mazandaran. a report region on 
the Caspian Sea northwest of Tehran. The agency said the 
diplomats’ Iranian driver, Australian embassy employee Barak 
Seddiq, was also killed and McLackan ’s parents, passengers tn the 
auto, were injured along with six Iranians in the huv 

Kuwait Airways seeks $1.3b to buy Airbus 


KUWAIT (R) — State-owned Kuwait Airways Corporation 
(KAC) said Saturday it was seeking loans totalling $1.3 billion to 
finance the purchase of 18 Airbus planes. The Kuwait News 
agency (KUNA) quoted company chairman Ahmad A1 Median 
as saving the purchases would take place over the next four years. 
Mr. fUeshari said the purchases were aimed at boosting the size of 
the KAC fleet, depleted during Iraq’s seven month occupation of 
the emirate, as well as replacing some of the older planes 
currently in service. Iraq has so far only returned eight of the 15 
planes it seized after its August 1990 invasion. Mr. Mcvliari was 
speaking at Kuwait airport as KAC took delivery ot an Airbus 
A310-3W3, the fourth of the 18 planes on order. The delivery lifts 
the airline's current fleet size to 18 aircraft, including live tented 
planes. Mr. Meshari said KAC. whose 1992 profit jumped more 
than 50 per cent to 518 million, could meet all financial 
obligations from its own reserves and would not require govern- 
ment assistance. He said it was seeking loans from financial 
institutions in Kuwait or other Gulf states. 


.Teddy Kollek discharged from hospital 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor. Teddy Kollek, 
who suffered chest pains last week, was discharged from hospital 
Sunday and went home to rest, officials said. Hospital officials 
said that Mr. Koiiek was in good spirits and recovered beautifully. 
“He was in high spirits and I assume he will resume his work very 
soon,” said Prof. Shlomo Stern, director of Bikur Holim hospital. 
Mr. Kollek was admitted to the hospital last Wednesday with 
chest pauns after a busy day of appearances. Mr. Kollek had a 
minor problem with his heart, but did not have a heart attack. Dr. 
Stern saidv He said Mr. Kollek was not asked to curb his schedule. 
Mr. Kollek. who turns 82 on Thursday, was expected to return to 
work in a few da vs, Israel Radio said. 


Turkey launches work on new dam on Euphrates 


SANLIURFA. Turkey (AP) — President Suleyman Demirel 
Sunday broke the ground for a fourth dam on the Euphrates River, 
part of a massive Turkish water supply and electricity project. A 
consortium of German. French, Belgian, Austrian and Turkish 
companies will build the new Birecik dam in this southeastern 
province. The 672-megawatt dam is to be completed in 1998 at a 
cost of $1.7 billion. The dams are part of an ambitious plan called 
the Southeastern Anatolia Project. It incorporates 22 dams and 19 
hydroelectric power stations on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers at 
an estimated cost of $25 billion. The project has worried Turkey's 
relatively water-poor Arab neighbours, which have demanded an 
international treaty for sharing the water*. Iraq has complained 
that the construction of the Birecik dam near the border with Syria 
would decrease water flow beyond mutually decided levels 


Pakistan sets record for drug busts 



ISLAMABAD (AP) — Pakistan set records for drug busts thi 
month, with five major raids resulting in the seizure of 60 001 
talogramme of hashish and 200 kilogrammes of heroin, narcotic 

j!?™ 1? 5ft* 1 Hussein of tbc Pafci5 *an Narcotic 

Control Board estimated the street value of the hashish at SIS 

minion and the heroin $170 million. The most recent bust wis lat! 
Saturday in the remote mountains of southeastern Baluchistai 
province. A dozen navy officers in three helicopters swooper 
* drn S smuggler’s hideout, confiscating 40.000 kiloaramm! 
of hashish —- a record haul. Mr. Hussein said. The hashish wa 
being readied for shipment out of the country via one of a Soon 
bidden ports laong the Markan coastline, he said. The 1.500 
kilometre Markan coast is the most popular drug smugglfoc routt 
becasue it is sparsely populated and almost impossible 8 ) Co patrol 
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Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpaliiy 

Complain is 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 ll 

Water Authority 680L0U 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia inti. Airport 08*53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity,' J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilcfi Maternity, J, Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 3 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic. Aboali 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mahairccn ........ 7771 01/3 

AJ-Bashrr. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Aimy.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

(bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hi bra Modem Hospital ...... (09)990090 


IRfiUh 

Princess Baana Hospital (02)2)5555 

Greek Caiholic Hospital (02)272275 

fon Al Nafccs HojpHsd_ (02)2471110 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 ] 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depan- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Tel. (0SIS3200-S. where it 
should always be vended. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 


08:15 

IfcOO 

10=15 

1*20 

KM5 

11:15 


Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

Damascus (RJj 


17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

I8J0 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ1 

i** Casablanca. Tunis ;RJ) 

ZliJ* Bangkok. Now Delhi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ1 

23:40 - London l KJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

AdciKAL) 

*T~* Cairo (MSj 

Khartoum (SU) 

Ahu Dhabi. Doha (GF1 

Istanbul (TKi 

nr! Dubai. Damascus (EM j 

frJ5 Dubai, Damascus (EM) 

zz * s Vienna. Larnaca (US) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Si! • London .RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

own Cairo (RJ) 

2|4m Jeddah (RJt 

2|5 Duhut. Karachi (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha 1RJ1 

£2 Abu Dhabi. Muscat (RJ 1 

SSS- Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ1 



Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

89:15 . . . 



Cairo (MSI 

Khartoum (RJ) 

. B^ rain . Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF> 

Istanbul (TKI 

Dubai (EM) 

MARKET PRICES 

**** " r,fi F" ‘jr 

B-H’ana urn 

Banana (Mutamnurj . *211/620 

cS n hi R c;;;;;;;;; 

Cauliflower 

ia r. iso/ K» 

S&r==-fflS 
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inspects 
villages in 
Mafraq , 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina Sunday 
pursued her inspection tour of the 
western and northern parts of 
Mafraq govemorate, where she 
met with citizens from various 
villages and discussed their needs 
for social services. 

Princess Basma’s tour took her 
to the Umm A1 Na'am AJ Shar- 
qieh. AJ Sirhan and Al Manshieh 
villages. 

The Princess donated the costs 
of construction of the Social Ser- 
vices Centre in Umm Al Na’am 
AI Sharqieh villages. 

During her visit to Umm A I 


it 



\ i 


Crown Prince inaugurates. 

R&D programme at Safawi 


y 




'■W-i 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Sunday visits a village in Mafraq govemorate (Petra photo) 

Sirhan, Princess Basma attended tional training courses organised by the Minister of Social De- 
a graduation ceremony and pre- by the Sam a Al Sirhan Commun- velopment, the Mafraq governor 
sented certificates to girls and ity Development Centre. and senior government officials 

women graduating from voca- The Princess was accompanied from the govemorate. 


Prince and Princess attended celebration 
by Arab Youth Forum, Yarmouk U. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal Ben Al 
Hussein and Princess Alia Al 
Faisal Sunday attended a celebra- 
tion by the Arab Youth Forum 
(AYF) in cooperation with Yar- 
mouk University, to mark the 
40th anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s assumption of his 
constitutional powers and Jor- 
dan's Independence Day. 
Addressing the celebration which 
was held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, AYFs Acting Secretary 
General Hassan Dabian thanked 
Prince Faisal and Princess Alia 
for their patronage of the func- 
tion and pointed out that the 
AYF seeks to translate its objec- 
tives, in marking national and 
Arab events and occasions. Dean 

of the Faculty of Fine Arts at 
Yarmouk University Yacoub 
Abu Hilou reviewed the achieve- 
ments of Jordan during the 40 
years of King Hussein's rule. He 
voiced the university’s pleasure at 
taking part in this celebration. 



Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal Ben Al 
Hussein and Princess Aba Al Faisal attend celebra- 


tions by the Arab Youth Forum in cooperation with 
Yarmouk University (Petra photo) 


The celebration included poetry and folkloric performances, CoraJe Troupe and the AYFs 
readings, national songs, dances staged by Yarmouk University branches. 


Arab-German, Amman industry chambers 
pledge to exchange economic information 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The head of 
the Arab-German Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce Luthar 
Spaeth Sunday ended a three-day 
visit to Jordan by signing a 
memorandum of understanding, 
paving the way for economic and 
trade cooperation between his 
chamber and the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry. 

Under the terms of the memor- 
andum, which was signed by Am- 
man Chamber of Industry Presi- 
dent Khaldoun Abu Hassan, the 
two sides pledged to exchange 
information on economic affairs 
in Germany and Jordan and cre- 


ate opportunities for an exchange 
of visits by businessmen and in- 
dustrialists from the two coun- 
tries. 

The two sides also agreed to set 
up a joint memorandum, council, 
grouping representatives of va- 
rious trade and economic sectors 
in Germany and Jordan that will 
provide the two chambers with 
information, laws and regulations 
and other necessary information 
pertaining to the economy in the 
two countries, &s well as informa- 
tion related to external trade, 
investment opportunities, ex- 
isting joint industrial firms and 


prospects for launching new ven- 
tures that produce commodities 
for export. 

In addition, the joint council . 
will be charged with providing 
help to visiting businessmen from 
either country to help them con- 
clude trade transactions. 

According to the memorandum 
the council will hold annual meet- 
ings to appraise its own perform- 
ance and close gaps that could 
hamper trade exchanges. 

Chamber of industry sources 
said that the memorandum will 
go into force immediately. 

Before leaving Amman for 


home, Mr. Spaeth and his accom- 
panying delegation visited the 
Sahab Industrial Gty on the out- 
skirts pf Amman and inspected its 
services and the opportunities for 
industrial investors. 

Fayez Suheimat, director 
general of the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (JIEC), 
briefed the visitors on the de- 
velopment of the industrial city. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour and Mr. Abu 
Hassan saw off the German de- 
legation upon their departure 
from Amman. 


Damascus talks point to gap in Arab investments 


AMMAN (Petra) — A confer- 
ence by Arab investors and 
businessmen held in Damascus 
last week pointed to the huge gap 
between investments in joint 
Arab projects in the Arab World 
on the one hand and the Arab 
countries’ investments in foreign 
countries on the other; and called 
on Arab governments. to facilitate 
the flow of capita] towards Arab 


projects. . Falah Qudah, director 
of the Jordanian Free Zones Cor- 
poration (JFZC), who repre- 
sented Jordan at the conference, 
said upon his return here Sunday 
that although investments in joint 
projects carried out in the Arab 
World amounted to S25 billion, 
Arab investments in foreign 
countries reached $670 billion bv 
the end of 1992. 


He said Arab governments 
were called on to improve invest- 
ment climates in their countries 
and open the way for investors to 
bring in capital by providing the 
appropriate infrastructure and 
convenient legislations. 

A total of 670 participants 
attended the three-day meeting, 
including businessmen arid inves- 
tors from Arab and foreign coun- 


. tries, as well as representatives of 
insurance companies, banks 
' financial institutions, joint Arab 
companies and chambers of com- 
merce. 

They reviewed working papers 
and focused attention on areas 
for investments in Syria and other 
Arab countries and explored the 
prospects of developing a pan- 
Arab strategy. 


Conference to analyse economic performance 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Repeater 

AMMAN — The University of 
Jordan’s Centre For Strategic 
Studies (CSS) is organising a 
three-day conference on “the 
Jordanian Economy — Prob- 
lems and Prospects," next 
month, according to an 
announcement by the centre 
Sunday. 

Over 30 working papers will 
be reviewed by participants — 


mainly economists — from Jor- 
dan. Egypt, Iraq, the United 
States, countries in North Afri- 
ca. Japan and Mexico. CSS 
Director Mustafa Hamameh • 
told the Jordan Times. 

Participants in the June 13- 
15 conference include 
academicians, activists, 
businessmen, representatives 
from the private and public 
sectors, community leaders 
and other individuals, said Dr. 


Hamameh. 

“The conference is the first 
real attempt at looking criti- 
dally inward and analysing the 
past performance of the Jorda- 
nian economy and searching 
for new advantages and deter- 
mining where to go from here, 
said Dr. Hamameh, an econo- 
mic historian. 

He said the papers will cover 
a wide range of topics includ- 
ing economic development in 


Jordan between the 1950s and 
the 1990s, Jordan's foreign 
debts, the economic restructur- 
ing programme, unemploy- 
ment in Jordan, investments 
and legislations to encourage 
investments, Jordan and the 
Gulf states, and European- 
Jordanian economic rela- 
tionships. 

According to Dr. Hamar- 
neh. the conference is open to 
the public. 




Crown Prince attends Air Force graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday visited one of the Royal Jordanian Air Force bases where 
he attended the graduation of a new batch of students and 
presented certificates to them. Prince Hassan praised the high 
standard of performance of the graduates during the training^ 
course and the efforts of the trainers who supervsied the course. 
The Crown Prince was accompanied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ben Al Hussein. 

Holiday to run from May 30 through June 4 

AMMAN (Petra) — A public holiday will be observed in Jordan 
starting Sunday May 30 until Friday evening June 4 in celebration 


rr a i w. i v. i i n ■t-hTI »n mtj rr 


Monday^May 31, 1993, An official communique from the Prime 
Minister’s office issued Sunday said that all government depart- 
ments and public institutions will be dosed during the holiday. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Art exhibition entitled “Fragments: Weavings and Works on 
Paper” by Kevin A. Hindi and Margaret M. HQnch at the 
American Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Patrice Pain at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Armenian miniature exhibition adapted by Clara Metzhago- 
pian at the British Council. 

* Exhibition of sculptures by Artist Abdul Hayy Mnsallam at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Rafiq Al Lahham at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

■fr French Glm entitled “Lola Montes” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 8 p.m. 


SAFAWI (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday inaugurated the Badia 
Research and Development 
Programme at Safawi in the 
northern Jordanian badia, sorae^ 
156 kilometres northeast of Am-’ 
man. 

At a meeting with the project 
staff. Prince Hassan said the 
programme has a unique status 
worldwide because it is being 
implemented in an area characte- 
rised by abundance of ground and 
surface water and by spedal 
geological and economic fea- 
tures. 

The Crtiwn Prince voiced hope 
that the project, which receives 
the support of His Majesty King 
Hussein, will serve as a nucleus 
for a centre on higher studies on 
the badia, to be run by motivated 
people from the area. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for utilising the existing 
knowledge and expertise in the 
badia to set up such projects 
designed to develop these regions 
which have so far remained under 
exploited. 

He called on badia residents to 
exploit the resources in their re- 
gions in a balanced and inte- 
grated manner, noting in this 
regard that the badia constitutes 
80 per cent of Lhe total area of 
Jordan. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
badia development programme 
would not have seen light had it 
not been for the cooperation be- 
tween Jordanian and foreign uni- 
versities, as well as the Geog- 
raphic Studies Centre and the 
Higher Coundl for Sdence and 
Technology (HCST). 

The Crown Prince expressed 
hope that the programme will be 
one of the great landmarks of 
development in the badia region 
and the entire world. 

He stressed the importance of 
cooperation between the univer- 
sities involved in the programme 
and the concerned ministries. 


Bridges 
to close 
May 25. 
and 26 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) Sun- 
day announced new arrange- 
ments for travel across the King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad, 
bridges to and from the Israeli 
occupied Arab lands on Tuesday 
and Wednesday May 25 and 26. 

The statement said the two 
bridges will be dosed after 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday and all day 
Wednesday, they will reopen to 
normal traffic on May 27. 

The PSD, which gave no 
reason for the closures, requested 
travellers to refrain from beading 
for the bridges on May 26 and 
to allow for urgent cases to pass 
on May 25. 

Only the King Hussein Bridge 
is assigned for travellers to and 
from the occupied territories, and 
the Prince Mohammad Bridge is 
assigned to trucks crossings in 
both directions. 

In the meantime, PSD centres 
in Amman and other towns 
opened Saturday for the registra- 
tion of travellers to the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday Research and Development Programme (Petra 
visits Safawi, where he inaugurated the Badia photo) 


such as the ministries of Water 
and Irrigation, Agriculture and 
Energy, in extending the prog- 
ramme’s lesson to other regions. 

“Such coordination will make' 
it possible -to carry out similar 
projects in other regions in the 
centra] and south badia," Prince 
Hassan said. He added “it is high 
time to. think of the badia region 
as an integrated environment in 
terms of services and agricultural 
development." 

Commenting on the program- 
me, Prince Hassan said it is scien- 
tific, but modest start, given that 
it is financed through donations 
and gifts and not through govern- 
ment funds. 

He called for utilising the spe- 
cial studies available on the de- 
velopmem-of the badia and stres- 
sed the -rged for keeping such 
studies at. an effective informa- 
tion centre so that it can be of 


benefit to researchers from the 
badia itself. 

Prince Hassan highlighted the 
role of development studies and 
called for the exploitation of basic 
natural and human resources to 
develop the badia region. 

He also called for benefitting 
from international ejqjeriences in 
this field and underlined the im- 
portance of utilising the uoex- 
ploited areas in the badia. 

Upon his arrival at the project 
site, the Crown Prince toured the 
various sections and was briefed 
on its objectives, aspirations and 
future needs by Programme 
Director Abdul Rahman Fataf- 
tah. 

The programme was initiated 
by the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology, the Royal Brit- 
ish Geographic Society, in coop- 
eration with Jordanian universi- 
ties and several foreign universi- 
ties. 


The three-year programme 
covers an area of 11,210 square 
kilometres, or 12.5 per cent of the 
total area of Jordan. 

It-aims to ensure a sustainable 
and comprehensive development 
of the Jordanian badia. by turn- 
ing it into a basic production and 
investment-attraction centre, 
thus contributing to supporting 
the national economy and impro- 
ving the people’s living condi- 
tions. 

The programme encourages 
group work and the optimal uti- 
lisation of natural resources. 

' Prince Hassan was accompa- 
nied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ben Al Hussein, the 
ministers of Agriculture, Labour, 
Planning. Water and Irrigation 
and Social Development and 
senior government officials, in 
.addition to the British ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. 


5 niw care, training institutions 


for Irandicapped children to go up 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Social Development Sun- 
day announced that it was in- 
creasing the number of institu-- 
lions whida'dffer spedal educa- 
tion to handicapped children and 
expandingahe scope of its finan- 
cial bad IMkind assistance to 
needy famiMK 

Minister of Soda! Develop- 
ment Amin Aw.ad Mashaqbeh 
said in a statement that five new 
institutions are being set up in 
Maan, Tafileh, Mafraq, Ajloun 
and Aqaba regions to offer care ■ 
and trainMjg to mentally retarded 
and deaf 'children. 

These centres are expected to 
open next month, except the cen- 
tres for the deaf which will open 
at the start of the next scholastic 
year in August, because their 


IHH 



curricula are supervised and run 
by the Ministry of Education, 
said the minister. 

In addition to these projects, 
work is under-way to expand the 
present social development cen- 
tres and institutions to cope with 
the growing demand for their 
services, added Dr. Mashaqbeh. 

The centre for handicapped 
children in Jerash will be en- 
larged from 75 to 150 beds by 
August this year, at a cost of JD 
360,000, he said. 

Another centre at Adnanieh, 
near Karak, is being expanded at 
a cost of JD 25,000, and the 
Manara centre expansion will' 
cost 16,000, added Dr. Mush a- 
qbeh. 

Furthermore, the ministry will 
open new classes for handicapped 
children at centres run by volun- 
tary organisations and ministry of 
education schools, such as. the 
one m Koura in the Irbid district 
and another at Ruseifa, said the 
minister. 

He announced also that the 
ministry will conduct a survey to 
locate handicapped children to 
provide them with assistance and 
care. The survey will be ‘con- 


ducted at Wadi Araba, south of 
the Dead Sea. with the help of a 
specialised team, according to 
Dr. Mashaqbeh. 

He said the same team will also 
collect information on families 
and determine those most in need 
of urgent help. 

Referring to the ministry's 
financial assistance to needy 
families in Jordan, Dr. Masha- 
qbeh pointed out that such fami- 
lies at present receive assistance 
ranging from JD 25 to JD 50 
monthly, depending on the their 
need, noting that the ministry’s 
list of needy people now includes 
25,286 names. 

The ministry thus spends near- 
ly J.D. 10.5 million in financial 
assistance to. needy families 
throughout the country, the 
minister added. 

Stressing that no hunger in the 
actual sense of the word exists in 
Jordan. Dr. Mashaqbeh discus- 
sed that the ministry of social' 
development, acting through, the 
National Aid Fund NAF will 
continue to search for the needy 
and to provide financial and in- 
kind assistance to them. 


CAR, DUTY UNPAID, 

FOR SALE 

Mercedes Benz 200 E model 90 darfnavy blue, with 
options, elect, sun-roof, elect, winces, ABS, power 
str., extra’ clean, one owner, price ,500. 

Tel: 612969 


^FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR KENT'kit 

A new deluxe flat in Al-Rabia area near Chinese 
Embassy. 3 bedrooms 3 bathrooms 2 balconies 
wide view. Super quality furniture- Central heat- 
ing/ •' ; 

Fore more details call 699715 any day. 






AMMAN — On 23 May 23, 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East held a trade services semi- 
nar at the Forte *Grand Hotel 
in Amman. 

The seminar was attended 
by over 30 of the banks top 
customers and guests. Tie 
•seminar Covered all trade ser- 
vices that are of interest to 
importers and exporters such 
as documentary credits, collec- 
tions, treasury and forward 
dealings, trade finance, marine 
insurance and shipping. 

Speaking at the seminar 
were, Mr. Imad Marar, Mana- 
ger Trade Services. Mr, Nabil 
Bitar, Trade Finance Execu- 
tive, and Mr. Waleed Jadoun, 
Manager Treasury, from the 
British Bank of the Middle 
East. 

Also Mr. Amin Kawar from 
Amin Kawar and Sons Co. 
spoke about shipping, Mr Na-. 
bil Akkawi from Middle East 


Insurance Co. talked about 
marine insurance and Mr. 
Sahem Yaghi from USAID 
spoke about their Commodity 
Import Programme. During 
these sessions there was sub- 
stantial discussions about all 
tiie issues that are of interest to 
Jordanian importers and ex- 
porters. 

Mr. Derek Kelly, the Area 
Manager of the ‘British Bank of 
the Middle East, said "this 
seminar demonstrates the 
banks’ commitment to provide 
an excellent and increasingly 
comprehensive service to its 
customers, and to promote 
Jordanian exports. “The bank 
will hold more of these semi- 
nars in the future to introduce 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East and the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tions’ international capabilities 
to the Jordanian market. 
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Pushed into a corner 

FROM DISGRUNTLED young Palestinian refugees calling 
for shedding the blood of Palestinian negotiators as traitors, 
to the more subtle expressions of frustration with the peace 
process by a growing number of moderate Palestinians, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) is being steadily 
pushed into a corner for not quitting the Arab-Israeli talks. 

The last blow to the PLO and its Chairman Yasser Arafat 
came from where it was least expected: The Speaker of the 
Palestine National Council Abdul Hamid Sayeh who Satur- 
day announced plans to resign in protest over the peace 
process. 

“I do not want to be accused of damaging the Palestinian 
cause... Tragedies are befalling the Palestinian people and 1 
do not want to be blamed In history,’* Sheikh Sayeh said 
after announcing his plans to end his political career. Calls 
to abandon the negotations also came from Palestinian 
negotiators, stemmed by popular pressure as much as loss of 
frith in the viability of the negotiations. 

When the peace process first started in Madrid nineteen 
months ago, Pales tinian youngsters threw olive brandies 
instead of stones at Israeli tanks and soldiers patrolling, and 
controlling, their streets. The negotiations were hoped to be 
the vehicle that would carry both Arabs and Israelis to the 
safety and plentitude of peace. 

Nine fruitless rounds of talks later, more and more 
Palestinians view the process as a mechanism for legalising 
the occupation of their land, the theft of their resources and 
the continuous violation of their rights. 

This sea-change in the Palestinian perception of the peace 
process is sure to force what Palestinian, and Israeli, 
hardliners have long sought: a decision to quit the talks. 

In the face of growing opposition to the negotiations, even 
within the organisation’s rank and file, the PLO wffl soon 
find itself having to choose between two equally painful and 
nightmarish scenarios: dropping the peace talks in response 
to the demands of its constituency or losing ground to the 
benefit of fundamentalists. 

The PLO and the Palestinians will not be the only losers in 
the event of either scenarios coming true; the whole region 
will be dragged back into the annals of despair and chaos, 
with reverberations felt far beyond the Middle East unless 
breakthroughs are achieved in the negotiations. 

And for that to happen, Israel, and indeed the United 
States, have to start acting more responsibly. 

The Palestinians have made all the concessions they can 
offer to get-and-keep the peace talks alive. Israel, on the 
other hand, has offered little more than empty rhetoric, 
focusing on its partly genuine but mainly fabricated security 
concerns. 

This must change. And not only for the sake of 
Palestinians, but also for the sake of Israelis and the region 
as a whole. 

Israel must approach the peace process with the sincerity 
and seriousness it deserves. It must get out of its security 
bubble and give the Palestinians a reason to believe that 
peace is on Israeli minds as much as it is on theirs. The siege 
of the occupied territories must be lifted and the human 
rights situation there must improve. Serious negotiations 
leading to ensuring the Palestinians’ right to self- 
determination and statehood must route to a soon and fast 
start. 

In all this, the United States must be helping, applying 
pressure where it is due and offering alternatives to 
deadlocked situations. 

The peace talks started with the declared objective of 
achieving a just and comprehensive Middle East peace on 
the basis of a land-for-peace formula and Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. That no progress has hero made 
towards attaining that goal gives ample justification for the 
growing discontent with it. And that the horrors of frOure 
require that all play their roles. The Palestinians have long 
been ready and on the field; the Israelis have yet to engage. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDANIAN DAILIES Sunday commented on His Majesty 
King Hussein's address to the media and his warning against those 
elements Dying to sell out principles and pursue material gains. A1 
Ra'i Arabic daily said that out his keenness on helping Jordan to 
pursue the march of democracy, the King called on the Jordanian 
journalists to be objective and tackle issues with a spirit of 
responsibility. The King’s address to the local press was a 
reminder that journalists ought now to abide by the ethics of the 
profession of journalism and rise to the level of responsibility, 
said the paper. It said that the law on press and publications, 
which was provided for in the National Charter, should be 
respected if the national interests are to be safeguarded. By 
warning against irresponsible elements, the King has emphasised 
the fact that the process of democracy and pluralism does not 
tolerate any such evil elements that tend to harm the country's 
interests, the paper pointed out. There can be no room for those 
trying io outbid others through offence and there can be no room 
for writers not complying with the country's laws and constitution, 
said the paper. It said that only through responsible and positive 
action can the national interests he protected. 

ARAFAT HIJAZI, a columnist in Saw! Al Ahaab daily, criticised 
Hanan Ashrawi, the spokeswoman for die Palestinian delegation 
to the Arab-Israeli peace talks for not being objective in her 
recent statements. The writer said that while Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, the head of the delegation, was calling for a boycott of the 
talks because of their futility. Dr. Ashrawi was criticising the 
Palestinian groups who oppose the negotiations, accusing them of 
being behind their failure. The writer said that Dr. Abdul Shafi, 
who lives in Gaza where the Israelis are cxerqsing all forms of 
repression, is in a position to realise the true nature of Israel and 
its policies against the Palestinians and whether the Israelis are to 
\ be trusted at the talks. Noting that the Israelis escalated their 
j repression during the ninth session, the writer said that the 
| Palestinian opposition groups could not be held responsible for 
i the isreaii killing of young people and demolishing Arab homes. 


Why Palestinians question the peace process 


Throughout the better part of 
1992, toe Arab-Israeli peace talks 
proceeded at an excruciatingly 
slow pace, characterised more by 
stumbling than walking. With the 
ascent of Labour’s Yitzhak Rabin 
to power, many observers pre- 
dicted a rejuvenation of toe then- 
suspended negotiations, if only 
because of Mr. Rabin's own cam- 
paign pledges. But since taking 
office, Mr. Rabin has managed to 
freeze toe talks at their prevarica- 
tive Likud status of almost a year 
ago. Not only that, but since his 
expulsion of 415 Palestinians to 
south Lebanon last December, 
and subsequent defiance of 
Security Council Resolution 799, 
calling on his government to re- 
patriate them, the peace process 
was in a state of limbo until heavy 
American pressure succeded in 
restarting it on April 27. 

After a year of futile negotia- 
tions it seems that toe only 
genuine accomplishment of the 
Madrid process so far is that it has 
taken place at all. Despite the 
expiry of the deadline toe U.S. 
set for toe talks on Oct. 31, 1992, 
there is still no sense of urgency 
in Washington. If anything, it is 
the Palestinians, not the Israelis, 
who have been roundly scolded, 
on more than one occasion, for 
their alleged recalcitrance in the 
course of the negotiations. 
According to toe New York 
Times’ Thomas Friedman, one of 
the Bush administration’s last 
acts in office was to call in the 
Palestinian delegates and “read 
them toe riot act”. On Sept. 17, 
Friedman quoted Mr. Bash's 
assistant secretary of state for 
near eastern affairs. Edward 
Djerejian, as telling the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team in 
Washington that toe question of 
Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Gaza was not on the 
table according to toe terms of 
reference for the talks. The only 
thing on toe table. Mr. Djerejian 
(who has incidentally been re- 
tained by the Clinton administra- 
tion) reportedly stated, was in- 
terim self-rule for toe Palesti- 
nians, and hence they should 
“knock off’ the talk ^feout “final 
status". 

The effect of the expulsions 

Undoubtedly, the political 
situation has evolved since Fried- 
man first reported this encounter. 
A new U.S. administration has 
been installed in Washington; 
Israel’s government, in a self- 
defeating manoeuvre, expelled 
over 400 Palestinians to Lebanon 
shortly before the Bush adminis- 
tration left office; and Warren 
Christopher, toe new secretary of 
state, struck a separate deal with 
Israel on Feb. 1, primarily de- 
signed to protect the Israeli gov- 
ernment from any further con- 
frontation with the Security 
Council over the issue of toe 
expulsion. Of all these interven- 
ing events, however, Israel's deci- 
sion to expel so many Palestinians 
all at once, coupled with its re- 
fused to implement Resolution' 
799, have ultimately thrust toe 
occupied territories into a whirl- 
wind of violence. Furthermore, 
the Palestinian leaders’ decision 
to return to toe negotiations de- 
spite repeated assurances to toe 
contrary unless the deportees 
were all repatriated has caused 
further strains among the in- 
creasingly restive Palestinian 
population under Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Having initially managed to 
draw unneeded international 
attention to his government with 


By Khalil Barboum 


the expulsion decision, Mr. 
Rabin has contributed to the 
strengthening of Hamas, toe very 
party he claims to be concerned 
about. Not only that, but almost 
as a corollary, the Palestinian 
leadership's decision to overlook 
the fate of the deportees and 
return to the talks implies serious 
weakening of toe secular factions 
who have been willing to negoti- 
ate under toe U.S. umbrella. 
Long before toe expulsions took 
place, the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories had become 
disenchanted with lack of prog- 
ress in toe talks and begun to 
question the wisdom of con- 
tinuing on a road which seemed 
likely to lead nowhere. Now that 
the leadership has decided to go 
back to the talks without Israel 
implementing Resolution 799, 
the Palestinians in the territories 
are wondering aloud whether 
their leaders still feel accountable 
to them. 

The expulsions have certainly 
served as a catalyst for a process 
of self-examination and reap- 
praisal of the situation by Palesti- 
nians everywhere. Many bad 
warned that, by first consenting 
to Israeli terms for Palestinian 
involvement in toe Madrid con- 
ference, the Palestinian side was 
conceding too much ground be- 
fore negotiations ever began. 
These warnings about Palestinian 
political vulnerability are ringing 
truer now than ever after toe 
Palestinian leaders decided to 
abandon, yet again, their pre- 
vious pledges not to go back to 
Washington until the expulsion 
issue was resolved. So in spite of, 
or perhaps because of. the unten- 
able situation in which the 
Palestinian negotiating team now 
finds itself, one is hard-pressed to 
see any concrete progress since 
Madrid. 

Frustration and resentment 

As a result, the Palestinian 


people are not only angered by 
Israel's evasive ways and lack of 
goodwill, but are also directing 
frustration at their leadership and 
toe Palestinian negotiators, and 
subjecting both to an add test in 
which not only past performance 
but also future objectives are 
becoming toe subject of intense 
questioning and appraral- 
In toe face of Israel’s intermin- 
able human, dvil and political 
rights violations in toe West Bank 
and Gaza, it did not take the 


Palestinians under occupation 
long to become deeply resentful 
of toe blatant asymmetry be- 
tween Israel's expressed willing- 
ness to reach accommodation 
with toe Palestinians through the 
peace process on toe one hand, 
and toe seemingly never-ending 
trail of pain and suffering, which 
Israel in toe meantime was visit- 
ing on them on a daily basis, on 
the other. All the while, Israel’s 
defiant and incessant violations 
were being committed as it 
shielded itself from criticism be- 
cause of its declared willingness 


to continue involvement in toe 
peace process. Meanwhile, the 
Palestinians began looking for 
successes in toe “path to peace”, 
only to be distracted by some- 
what ephemeral triumphs, princi- 
pally on the public relations 
front, achieved by members of 
toe negotiating team. Not to de- 
tract in any way from such indi- 
vidual triumphs, what led to the 
mounting Palestinian exaspera- 
tion with the status quo was the 
growing realisation that toe nego- 


tiating team as a whole was not 
winning. 

The Palestinians concluded, in 
essence, that they were being 
sidetracked by sporadic indi- 
vidual successes and did not real- 
ise that what really mattered was 
toe overall outcome. And, unfor- 
tunately, toe outcome has not 
been good, not because of failings 
by toe team members, but be- 
cause the rules of the game have 
been so devised as to frustrate 
their potential right from toe 
start, and because the referee, 
namely the U.S., happens to en- 


* ‘Israel’s H umiliating terms, which are 
customarily reserved for defeated nations 
in the aftermath of a war, are viewed by 
the Palestinians as nothing short of sheer 
capitulation to continued colonisation of 
the Palestinian people under the aegis of a 
revived Pax Americana in the region. But 
more to the point, the conditions placed on 
the Palestinians (and the Palestinian lead- 
ership’s compliance with these conditions) 
are regarded by many as squandering the 
moral victories achieved by the intifada.” 


joy a rather incestuous rela- 
tionship with the other team. 

Moreover, the Palestinians real- 
ised to their dismay tom once yon 
start playing the political game 
you are sternly reminded that the 
ground roles have to be adhered 
to throughout toe game. Tnar, or 
course, is where all toe stipula- 
tions against Palestinian parti- 
cipation in the talks have come 
back to haunt the Palestinian 
negotiators, since any attempt at 
changing the rules has _ been 
frowned upon by the Israelis and 
the U.S. and has been depicted as 
inexcusably destructive to the 
spirit, if not toe letter, of toe 
talks. In this case, only outside 
interference (perhaps through the 


The politics of defeat 

Under such conditions,. how 
does one expect the Palestinians 
to accomplish anything in toe 
ninth round? They cannot con- 
ceivably be expected to triumph 
under the circumstances. Addi- 
tionally, they are resourceful 
enough to realise that Israel amp- 
ly has no military or political 
incentive to reach an equitable 
accommodation with them over 
the fate of toe occupied territor- 
ies. After all, toe Palestinians 
have not won a war against Israel, 
nor have they at any time consti- 
tuted a viable military threat to its 
security. These political realities 
(along with the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union and Iraq's 
ignominious defeat in toe Gulf 
war) might help in part explain 
why the Palestinian leadership 
initially acceded to the humiliat- 
ing conditions for Palestinian par- 
ticipation in toe Madrid confer- 
ence. With toe Palestinian lead- 
ers’ recent agreement to join the 
talks despite widespread Palesti- 
nian opposition to the decision, 
one has to conclude that the 



50lit.es of defeat is still the F«- 
railing paradigm among Paidti- 

iian decision-makers. 

Furthermore, the intifada has 
ost its sense of direction and, 
litimately, any meaningful . im- 
>act on toe crucial decisions Icad- 
ng to Madrid. With the popular 
jprising desperately to 

■esrore its original purpose, toe 

jrevalent - albeit reluctant - 
eeling among mo&t Palestinians 
vas that the intifada phase of the 
Palestinian straggle was about to 
rive way to toe struggle on the 
political and diplomatic front. 
For all intents and purposes, the 
iome-grown uprising looked like 
ieing neutralised, if not hijacked, 
jy toe diplomats who owed their 
dlegiance to toe politicians. But 
vhen the “diplomats", under ex- 
remely difficult conditions, 
ailed to alleviate the ills or toe 
xxupation, the level of anger and 
tustration in the Palestinian 
itreet rose almost daily. So, quite 
Nearly, when the expulsions 
xxurred, they merely helped un- 
avel what had been under the 

urface all along. The Palestinian 

. . * 


Squandering the intifada’s 
success 

Beyond the violent manifesta- 
tion of outrage and discontent 
directed at their Israeli oppres- 
sors, the Palestinians under 
occupation arc also signalling to 
their own leaders their impati- 
ence with a peace process that has 
so far managed, among other 
things, to legitimise the U.S.- 
brokered exclusionary rules of 
conduct for the negotiations. 
Israel’s humiliating terms, which 
are customarily reserved for defe- 
ated nations in the aftermath of a 
war, are viewed by toe Palesti- 
nians as nothing short of sheer 
capitulation to continued col- 
onisation of toe Palestinian peo- 
ple under the aegis of a revived 
Pax Americana in the region. But 
more to toe point, the conditions 
placed on toe Palestinians (and 
toe Palestinian leadership's com- 
pliance with these conditions) are 
regarded by many as squandering 
the moral victories achieved by 
the intifada. 

And. unless the Palestinian 
leadership inside and outside the 
occupied territories delves back 
into the roots of what it really was 
that made the U.S. and Israel 
become suddenly interested in 
opening a dialogue with the 
Palestinians in the first place (i.e. 
the intifada), the Palestinian 
leaders, most likely, will run toe 
risk of becoming like flowers in a 
vase — looking pretty but cut off 
from their roots. At the same 
time, if those leaders truly hope’ 
to remedy toe intolerable situa- 
tion stemming from such un- 
acceptable conditions, this indeed 
might be the time; otherwise, the 
coalescence of American and 
Israeli goals in toe “peace nego- 
tiations" — symbolised by toe 
constant attempts to simul- 
taneously undercut the Palesti- 
nian leadership and legitimise 
Israel’s colonial grip over Palesti- 
nian land — will soon acquire a 
life of its own and, tragically, 
might become irreversible. 


Dr. Khalil Barhoum is senior 
lecturer in the Department of 
Linguistics. Stanford University, 
California. The article is re- 
printed from Middle East Inter- 
national. 


ADL CASE 

Espionage character 
returns unexpectedly 

By Jane Hunter 


SACRAMENTO, Ca. — Tom 
Gerard, the former San Francisco 
police officer who figures in the 
unfolding espionage scandal in- 
volving the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL). was arrested on 
April 6 at San Francisco airport 
as he stepped off a flight from the 
Philippines. “Mr. Gerard's return 
was unexpected and representa- 
tives of the hundreds of organisa- 
tions and thousands of individuals 
targeted in the espionage opera- 
tion are concerned that the inves- 
tigation will be disrupted as au- 
thorities scramble to file charges 
against him. 

Mr. Gerard fled to toe Philip- 
pines and abruptly retired from 
the San Francisco Police Depart- 
ment (SFPD) late last year after 
the FBI questioned him and Roy 
Bullock, an undercover ADL 
agent, about Selling intelligence 
on local activists to South African 
government agents. Since then 
toe San Francisco district attor- 
ney has released court documents 
alleging that Mr. Gerard was one 
of dozens of law enforcement 
officials around toe U.S- who 
supplied Mr. Bullock and other 
ADL “fact-finders” with con- 
fidential information on leftist, 
Arab- American, anti-apartheid 


and white supremacist organisa- 
tions and individuals. The ADL 
has insisted that, while it paid Mr. 
Bullock every week for 33 years 
to spy on right-wing hate groups, 
it did not know about his other 
spying activities. But raids last 
month on the prominent Jewish 
organisation’s San Francisco and 
Los Angeles offices are believed 
to have turned up evidence 
undermining that claim. 

Because both Mr. Bullock and 
Mr. Gerard worked dosely with 
the local FBI office, a congres- 
sional investigation is under way 
into whether the bureau was us- 
ing the ADL to collect intelli- 
gence on non-violent political 
groups which it could not legally 
collect itself. The district attor- 
ney’s investigation has been fo- 
cused on whether Mr. Bullock 
and toe ADL violated state laws 
protecting the privacy of records 
and whether the ADL properly 
reported its weekly payments to 
Mr. Bullock. The San Francisco 
Police Commission was conduct- 
ing a parallel investigation into 
Mr. Gerard's passing to Mr. Bul- 
lock police intelligence files that 
had been ordered destroyed and 
information from law enforce- 
ment data bases. 


Added to fears that these in- 
vestigations may be thrown into 
disarray while authorities prepare 
toe speedy trial to which Mr. 
Gerard is legally entitled, there is 
concern that the CIA may cir- 
cumscribe the proceedings 
against him. Mr. Gerard left toe 
SFPD to work with the CIA in El 
Salvador between 1982 and 1985 
and. according to court docu- 
ments, Roy Bullock has indicated 
that Mr. Gerard was reporting to 
toe CIA on toe work the two did 
for South Africa. In an April 27. 
interview with the Los Angeles 
Times, Mr. Gerard threatened to 
forestall moves to prosecute him 
by “gray mailing” the govern- 
ment wito evidence that toe CIA 
trained and financed Central 
American death squads during 
toe 1980s. 

Mr. Gerard gave Capt. John 
Willett, his former commanding 
officer in the SFPD, seemingly 
contradictory reasons for his sud- 
den decision to return to Califor- 
nia. Mr. Willett told local repor- 
ters that Mr. Gerard said he 
feared the CIA was planning to 
kill him. that he was missing his 
-family, and that he wanted his 
day in court — Middle East Inter- 
national. 


Pakistan reeling from U.S. 


By Kathy Gannon 

The Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan — 
Pakistan is reeling from verbal 
attacks by toe United States, an 
old ally that now accuses it of 
supporting terrorists, building 
nuclear bombs and dragging its 
feet on curbing toe drug trade. 

Pakistan, Washington’s closest 
regional ally before toe collapse 
of toe Soviet Union, has until 
June 7 to convince the United 
States not to blacklist it as a 
terrorist state, said Shaharyar 
Khan, the foreign secretary. 

Many people in this mostly 
moderate Muslim nation wonder 
where the relationship went 
wrong. 

As long as invading Soviet sol- 
diers were in neighbouring 
Afghanistan, Washington and 
Islamabad were united in a desire 
to force the Russians out. 

To do that, Washington spent 
billions of dollars arming Afghan 
insurgents, who used Pakistan as 
a springboard to conduct attacks 
,in Afghanistan. 

The rebels overran Kabul last 
year and tossed the communists 
from power. But they have been 
pounding each other with their 
huge stockpile of weapons ever 
since. 

Thousands of Arabs came to 
Pakistan to join the U.S.-backed 
Afghan resistance, and many 
stayed on to fight for a more 
fundamentalist state. Several fi- 
gures in the World Trade Centre 


bombing in New York in Febru- 
ary — which killed six people and 
injured 1,000 — turned out to be 
Arab militants who had trained in 
Afghanistan. 

Until 1989, when Moscow 
withdrew its estimated 115.000 
troops in line with a U.N.-bro- 
kered accord. Pakistan could do 
no wrong in Washington's eyes, 
Mr. Khan said. Now it can't do 
anything right. 

U.S. officials say relations went 
down hill in 1990, when they say 
Pakistan decided to build a nuc- 
lear device. 
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President Bush said Islamabad 
had the means to build a bomb, 
and U.S. humanitarian and milit- 
ary aid was suspended. 

Some U.S. lawmakers want 
Pakistan declared a terrorist state 
in part because hundreds of fore- 
ign fundamentalist Muslim mili- 
tants, many of them outlaws in 
their own countries, have taken 
refuge here. 

Others want to impose sanc- 
tions on Pakistan because it’s 
dragging its heels on curbing drug 
production and trafficking. 

U.S. officials in Islamabad 
warn that declaring Pakistan a 
terrorist state could fuel an Isla- 
mic revolution. It could also eli- 
minate whatever influence 
Washington retains in Islamabad. 
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Britons debate future 
of scandal-tainted monarchy 


By Anne Senior 

Renter 

LONDON — Centuries ago, it 
could have been grounds for im- 
prisonment in the tower of Lon- 
don on charges of treason. 

A public meeting held on 
Saturday in the shadow of the 
houses of Parliament and Buck- 
ingham Palace heard calls for 
abolition or reform of Britain's 
scandal-tainted monarchy. 

The meeting, organised by the 
Times newspaper and the consti- 
tutional reform pressure group 
Charter SS, brought together 
academics, writers and ordinary 
subjects. 

The organisers described it as 
the biggest open debate about the 
1,000-year-old institution since 
Britain's brief spell as a republic 
under Oliver Cromwell in the 
17th century. 

Republicans declaring the 


monarchy an irrevelance waged a 
verbal battle royal with monarch- 
ists arguing the system was a 
buttress against dictatorship and 
symbolised the British spirit. 

An audience of more than 400,. 
including an army of news repor- 
ters from as far afield as Finland 
and Japan,. crowded into Lon- 
don’s Queen's Elizabeth II Con- 
ference Centre less than two 
kilometres from the Royal Palace 
for a day-long debate “the 
monarchy, the constitution and 
the people.’’ 

“This is a day without prece- 
dence in the. history of British 
constitutional debate,” said Peter 
Stothard, editor of the Times, 
launching what he said he hoped 
would be a subtle discussion 
rather than just “a rhetorical civil 
war.” 

A more avowedly royalist 
member of the panel, Sunday 
Telegraph Editor Charles Moore, 


spoke darkly of the debate being 
a regrettable development that 
“could be dangerous.” 

The Times and Charter 88 said 
they hoped the meeting would 
elevate royal coverage above the 
level of soap opera srories about 
marital failures and tapes of inti- 
mate conversations. 

The convening of a no-holds- 
barred meeting just days before 
the 40th anniversary of the 
queen's coronation on June 2 
showed how far Britain had 
broken its taboo about discussing 
the value of the royal family. 

Author Andrew Morton, 
whose book about Princess Diana 
last year set tongues wagging 
about her rocky marriage to heir 
to the throne Prince Charles, told 
a seminar he welcomed the way 
the debate had passed from the 
royals' bedroom behaviour to 
their constitutional role. 

Elsewhere, the ironically 


,<amed Queen Elizabeth Centre 
was echoing to calls for an end to 
the monarchy. 

“We should have a republic on 
princip!e...the case still stands if 
they (the royals) were paragons 
of virtue,” said Edgar Wilson, 
author and member' of Repub- 
lic, a pressure group seeking to 
replace the monarchy with an 
elected presidency. 

A member of the opposing 
camp, the Monarchist League, 
confessed he felt outnumbered by 
the vocal critics of the constitu- 
tional monarchy, which makes 
the sovereign a head of state with 
symbolic significance but few real 
powers. 

“Because the monarchy exists 
people don’t come out so much to 
defend it,” said Don Foreman, 
general secretary of the league in 
Britain, who took careful notes 
about the republican case. 

“But majorities are always si- 
lent aren't they?” he said. 


Orphans sue Catholic 
orders over mistreatment 


By Jeffrey Uibrich 

The Associated Press 

MONTREAL — On March 17, 
1955, Herve bertrand was an 
ordinary 11-year-old boy attend- 
ing classes at the Mount Provi- 
dence orphanage in Montreal. 
On March 18, he became an 
“idiot.” 

1716 reason: The provincial 
government paid Mount Provi- 
dence, operated by Roman 
Catholic nuiiS, 75 cents a day 
each for the care of orphans. For 
mentally retarded children, it 
paid $2.75. 

The orphanage decided on what 
it called a “change of vocation,” 
transforming itself into a mental 
institution and declaring its 
charges to be retarded. 

Thousands of children in simi- 
lar Quebec facilities were falsely 
labelled mentally retarded in the 
1950s. Many of them were sent to 
psychiatric hospitals and put in 
overcrowded wards with real 
mental patients and only a few 
overworked nuns to supervise 
them. 

The orphans say they were 
beaten with straps, paddles and 
fists, sexually and psychologically 
abused, restrained in straitjackets 
weeks at a time, plunged into 
icewater, lashed to beds. 

A group of about 4,000 former 
residents of the institutions in the 
1950s and ‘60s has filed a class- 
action lawsuit against seven reli- 
gious orders that operated a 
tighten orphanages or mental hos- 
pitals. It accuses them of physic- 
al, sexual and psychological 
abuse and seeks damages of 1.5 
billion Canadian dollars ($1.2 bil- 
lion). 

The complainants say 90 per 
cent of those selected for the 
“change of vocation" were bom 
illegitimate and were considered 
more shameful than other 
orphans. Also, the other orphans 
sometimes had relatives who vi- 
sited them, but the illegitimate 
children had none, meaning insti- 
tutional authorities had no one to 
answer to. 

In addition to the civil suit, 
Quebec provincial police and 
Montreal city police are investi- 
gating scores of possible criminal 
l.':ases against individuals who 
’worked in the hospitals and 
orphanages. 

Mr. Bertrand, a plumber now 
50, remembers "change of voca- 
tion" day: 

“Sister Collette Francois came 
in around 10 or 11 o'clock and 
said: ‘From today there will be no 
more school. Gather up your 
personal affairs and return to 
your dormitories. From today on- 
ward, you are all crazy, mentally 
retarded.' “From that moment 

on, they began to put up fences, 
they put bars on the windows, 
and they gave each orphan a job 
in the institution." 

Real mentally retarded people 
were taken from overcrowded 
hospitals and moved to Mount 

providence. 

“Several sisters cried, they 
knew they had done something 
bad,” Mr. Bertrand said. 

He and other Quebecois who 
suffered through those years all 
tell the same tale of rape, sexual 
molestation, beatings, straitjack- 
ets and even murder. 

It was a period in Quebec some 
historians call the “great dark- 
ness,” when the French-speaking 
province was ruled with an iron 
hand by Premier Maurice Du- 
plessis. Illegitimate children were 
social pariahs to be hidden away, 
and the only place to hide them as 
in church-run public institutions. 

The horror was vividly brought 
to light by Montreal sociologist 
Auline Gill in her book “Duples- 
sis' children”. It is the story of 
Alice Quinton, a healthy girl put 
into a mental institution at age 7 
and kept until she was 22. 

The story is not new. Four 
earlier books were written in the 
^j960s, including a 1961 work by 


Jean -Charles Page, “the mad cry 
for help.” 

“Society was not ready for 
them," Ms. Gill said of the earlier 
books. “They thought they were 
just people looking for atten- 
tion.'’ 

Commissions of inquiry in the 
1960s put an end to the practice 
of keeping normal children in 
mental institutions but did no- 
thing to 1 make reparations. 

“Society has to recognise that 
these religious communities did 
all they could to help these chil- 
dren who had no means.” said 
Sister Gisele Fortier, a nun who is 
spokeswoman for the seven reli- 
gious orders named in the law- 
suit. 

She will not speak directly to 
the charges of cruelty and mis- 
treatment. 

"The question is now before 
the courts. I can neither affirm 
nor deny anything," said Sister 
Fortier, who worked in Catholic 
mental institutions at the time. 

Pierre Lemarbre of the Quebec 
provincial police said the criminal 


investigations are far from com- 
pletion. He said each witness 
interviewed leads to more names 
and more cases. 

A judge is expected to rule on 
the admissibility of the class ac- 
tion suit in September, said 
Danielle Girard, one of several 
lawyers working on the case. She 
said the trial was not expected 
before the end of the year or 
sometime in 1994. 

Mr. Bertiand, president of the 
former orphans who filed suit, 
was sexually abused by a guard 
on several occasions between 
1954 and 1959, he says. 

“It was a nightmare,” he said. 
“All my life I have thought of all 
these things that I lived through. I 
don't know if one day I’ll be able 
to erase that." 

Mr. Bertrand’s complaint to 
the court says he had to have 
rectal surgery to repair damage 
from sexual abuse. 

Yvon-Charles Houde, 49, to- 
day a bookbinder in Montreal, 
said the worst thing is the file — 
the permanent file labeling him 
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mentally retarded, a file that fol- 
lows him through life. 

“In 1962, when I was 20 years 
old, I went into a hospital for an 
ordinary complaint,” he said. 
“The hospital asked for my 
medical file, and there they disco- 
vered I was ‘mentally retarded.' 
You tell people what happened 
and they don't believe you." 

Yvette Gascon, 53, remembers 
the nuns coming into her orphan- 
age telling the children they were 
going to take “a nice trip.” 

“It was to be a trip of no 
return,” she said. “They took us 
to a ‘nuthouse', a psychiatric cen- 
tre called St. Juiien at St. Ferdi- 
nand. I was seven years old. 

“I kept hearing children cry 
and I didnt know why. It was only 
when punishment came that I 
understood why children were 
crying. They filled a tub full of ice 
water. They put us in a straitjack- 
et, they tied our feet together and 
put us in. While in die bath the nun 
hit me and pushed me to the 
bottom of the bath." 

She was punished because she 
did not make beds very well and 
that was one of the jobs assigned 
her. 

Mr. Bertrand, Mr. Houde and 
Ms. Gascon are lucky. They have 
managed to live fairly normal 
adult lives. One of the former 
“idiots”, as they were called at the 
time, has even earned a doctoral 
degree. 

Others have not been so lucky. 
They suffer from a lack of self- 
esteem, chronic depression, para- 
noia and anxiety, said Dr. Stan 
van Doyse, who has examined* 
many of the “Duplessis chil- 
dren.” 

Sister Fortier says critics should 
consider the mores of the time 
and the context: the nuns were 
overworked, money was lacking, 
there may have been some iso- 
lated cases of short tempers. 

“These children were very 
vulnerable,” she said. “Their suf- 
fering was so great that they are 
now looking for somebody to 
blame.” 

Ms. Gill bristles at those ex- 
cuses. 

“When in our society was it 
ever permissible to tie children to 
a bed for weeks at a time, or give 
ice baths. These nuns had power. 
They had the power to judge 
these children.” 


PSYCHODRAMA 

Just ask the children 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The children swarm 
around busy, coming and going 
with a sense of purpose and im- 
portance. The occasion is festive 
and they are dressed up for it; it is 
the “improvised plays festival” 
where about 300 students, from 
the second to the tenth grade of 
the Modem Education Schools, 
take part on a Friday afternoon 
with a moody sky. 

The 32 sketches, lasting from 
five to IS minutes each, are not 
the result of a regular production 
involving students excelling in 
their classes. They started as ther- 
apy for problems facing (inevit- 
ably) different pupils at different 
times. 

The initiator and supervisor of 
the “psychodramatic” sketches is 
clinical psychologist Vesna 
Masharqa. The stories, she says, 
were created in an “extraordinary 
and interesting way to assist in 
the treatment of individual prob- 
lems or as an overall group 
therapy.” 

Mrs. Masharqa, who uses as 
method drama in education, says 
that rhe idea behind it is to allow 
and impel the children to do 
problem-solving, logical thinking 
and grow emotionally. 

It was not always as easy as it 
looks now, watching the enthused 
children. “I had problems at the 
beginning: people did not accept 
the idea that they needed a 
pschologist. I had trouble ex- 


plaining what I was doing. I wrote 
letters. I visited parents who 
thought that psychologists were 
only for crazy people,” says Mre. 
Masharqa in the soft-spoken tone 
that must be soothing to troubled 
children. 

Timidly trickling in her office 
to complain about problems 
whose range ran from petty to 
“astronomical" proportions, the 
children started trusting the 
teacher and now, at times, she 
says she cannot cope with the 
number. From dealin : individual- 
ly with pupils, Mrs. Masharqa 
had to move to groups where it 
was possible. 

So the solution was psychodra- 
ma and ait therapy, she says, 
adding that drawings, music, pup- 
pets and day were for children 
means to express themselves. 
“And you would be amazed how 
well they can present their prob- 
lems through these media.” Mrs. 
Masharqa says. 

The first step is that in which 
children express their feelings 
(fears, nightmares, bad treat- 
ment, the theft of a pencil). “We 
look at their feelings seriously, 
with respect. No problem is small 
enough to be dismissed,” says 
Mrs. Masharqa. “Then we find a 
way to look at the problems in a 
different light, with a different 
emotional attitude. We reverse 
the feelings, when needed,” she 
adds. 

And so. from therapy it be- 
came drama. And because the 
children were happy with their 


plays and wanted to go on 
acting, there came the idea of 
having them perform in front of 
the public. 

The benefit of the treatment 
through psychodrama is that low 
academical achievers who lack 
confidence finally get trusted. 
They are trusted to be able to act 
and to choose the role they want: 
the teacher shows that she be- 
lieves the role is good; she re- 
spects the child's opinion and his 
choice of role. 

“I give them freedom to imper- 
sonate their role the way they 
want. I put them in problem 
situations and they have to move 
the character acceding to the 
problem and find a solution,” 
says the pshychologist. 

This whole situation makes the 
child feel respected and accepted. 
He has now a place in the group 
and is made responsible for him- 
self and the others. 

“The barrier is broken, the 
child forgets everybody is telling 
him he is no good. Because he is 
involved and he likes the plot (of 
his own choice) he feels secure, 
feels that he has achieved some- 
thing. He is proud of himself, 
gains confidence and self-esteem 
and learns to trust himself and 
coordinate with the others,” says 
Mrs. Masharqa. 

The children are left to depend 
on themselves. AH their skills are 
used. They choose their own cos- 
tumes and roles. The teacher 
keeps a tow profile, guiding only 


the dramatic structure which, for 
the purpose of being presented to 
the public, had to be somehow 
adjusted. 

“When you let them be, the 
children tell everything that is 
bothering them. Even when they 
choose the same role, I allow 
them to impersonate that charac- 
ter because it must have impress- 
ed the child the most or it will be 
the best for him. to express his 
feelings. I ended up with four Ali 
Babas and two queens, but they 
had absolute freedom to create 
the character they wished.” says 
Mrs. Masharqa. 

The benefit of creative drama 
when compared to real acting, 
she says, is that the child is 
independent. “He only depends 
on himself; he lives the character 
according to bis psychological 
and emotional level.” 

Apparently, she adds, “the 
effects go beyond my intended 
purpose. Children rehearse alone 
in the schoolyard during breaks 
or they meet at home. They 
became friends, they discovered a 
new respect for each other and a 
sense of belonging to their 
school.” 

At a time when the whole 
educational system is being reev- 
aluated, when stress is laid on 
children's capability to think and 
express themselves freely, after 
years of “guided” thinking, dra- 
ma as a learning medium seems 
to be of real help in the education 
process. 



Acting 


^ f . ;; 1 ■’ 1 

.Jbm*'.' ■' 

fears and happiness, children express themselves freer 


through dramatic productions (file photo) 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

TEL: 

667171 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


Fast growing advertising agency with exacting and 
demanding standards seeking self motivated 
professionals for the following positions: 

Senior Graphic Designer 

University degree, able to design creative concepts, 
experienced in computer and manual mechanics, 
Macintosh literate, preferably with advanced 
electronic design capabilities. 

Graphic Designer 

University degree, able to design and implement 
creative concepts, Macintosh literate, minimum 
two years electronic design experience, manual .* 
and computer mechanics. Drafting, illustration and 
rendering ability. 

Marketing and Media 

University degree in marketing or mass media, 
able to undertake competitive analysis, strategic 
planning and product positioning, media 
planning, and experienced in media evaluation 
and market study. 

Profile of applicants 

• Age young and dynamic 

• Excellent command of English and Arabic 

• Able to work with a team 

• Apple Macintosh user 

• Abie to handle responsibility 

• High productivity level 

Please stud CV with recent photograph tv: 

PO Box 5049, Amman, Jordan 
All application 1 - will be treated in strict confidence. 
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^Economy 

Privatisation in a vacuum is no solution — U.N. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Privatising 
state-run. agriculture-based eco- 
nomies will not improve people’s 
lives unless it goes hand in hand 
with land reforms and technical 
training, a United Nations expert 
said Sunday. 

“Privatisation is not an end in 
itself,** said Mahbub U1 Haq, the 
author of the U.N. Development 
Programme’s Human Develop- 
ment report for 1993. "It is a 
means to an end. Governments 
tend to get mesmerised by the 
means, by growth, by revenues. 


by incomes." 

More than 80 of the world's 
nations embarked on privatisa- 
.tion programmes in the 1980s and 
the early 1990s. Mr. Haq told 
Reuters. “It has to be seen as part 
of a milieu for private enterprise, 
as a means to higher levels of 
human development.” 

The report, which is to be 
officially released Tuesday, stu- 
dies liberalisation programmes in 
11 countries. Mr. Haq said of the 
countries studied. China and 
Argentina gave the most consid- 
eration about the impact of their 


plans on people. 

“China has put in a massive 
amount into braining its people,” 
.be said, adding that industrial 
reforms were preceded by five 
years of agricultural reforms, 
which had led to a dramatic fail in 
rural poverty. 

Mr. Haq, a former finance 
minister of Pakistan, said it was 
usually taken for granted that 
privatisation would lead to unem- 
ployment, as state-run enter- 
prises shed surplus labour. 

That did not have to be the 
case, he said. “Before the lay- 


offs, there should be training. 
Prior attempts should be made to 
develop alternative employment 
in the private sector. Education is 
the quiet prescription for revolu- 
tion.” 

Another key was to decentral- 
ise decision-making. In the poor 
nations of South Asia, including 
India and Pakistan, less than a 
tenth of government spending 
went through local bodies. 

The comparable figure for 
South Korea was 33 per cent. 

“A highly centralised power 

structure builds up people’s re- 


sentment, and leads to tensions 
between the people and the gov- 
ernment,” he said. 

Mr. Haq said he was against 
the growth model usually sug- 
gested by agencies like the Inter- 
national Monetary Fond (IMF)- 

The IMF, be said, usually 
advocated a cut in farm subsidies 
to reduce fiscal deficits, - which 
affected the rural poor. 

“Why not squeeze military 
spending?” Mr. Haq asked. “It is 
an indirect subsidy to the rich. In 
poor countries, surely, policy 


makers should look at it.” 

The UNDP report names seven 
sins of privatisation: Maximising 
revenue at all costs, substituting 
private monopolies for public 
ones, corruption, higher debt, 
higher public borrowing, lack of 
training and lack of political con- 
sensus. 

“The enumeration of these sins 
is a caution not against privatisa- 
tion, but against privatising within 
the wrong framework and with- 
out a human development pur- 
pose in mind,” Mr. Haq said. 


Resents t/.s. pressure Strike in eastern Germany 

Asia tightens upon patents set to end after steel pay deal 


BOMBAY (R) — Arm-twisting 
by the United States is forcing 
Asian countries to adopt tougher 
laws to protect patents and copyr- 
ight. but many bridle at being 
dictated to by Washington ana 
aruge that standards should be 
negotiated multilateral^. 

Although Asian countries are 
tightening legislation against 
copyright piracy, fake watches, 
pirated computer software and 
videos, and copycat fashions still 
festoon the region's crowded 
markets. 

U.S. businesses estimate they 
lose $2 billion a year in trade 
because of piracy and copyright 
violations across Asia, with many 
governments often half-hearted 
about enforcing the rules — even 
if they are on the statute books. 

In the latest move against ram- 
pant violations in Asia, the Un- 
ited States at the end of April 
threatened punitive action 
against India and Thailand, and 
has put most other countries in 
the region in the dock under its 
unilateral trade law. 

The pressure from the United 
States and other industrialised 
nations has encouraged countries 
such as Thailand. Indonesia and 
Taiwan to tighten patents, 
trademark and copyright legisla- 
tion over the past five years, 
while China has signed a memor- 
andum of understanding with 
Washington. 

But many governments still 
appear to turn a blind eye to even 
blatant violations. 

Singapore passed a law in 1987 


to end unauthorised copying of 
computer software as well as au- 
dio and video cassettes, books 
and perfumes. Anyone caught 
selling a fake is liable to a fine of 
up to $50,000 and a five-year jail 
term. 

But industry officials say there 
has not been a single case of 
criminal prosecution for local in- 
tellectual property rights infringe- 
ment. 

The Business Software 
Alliance (BSA), a private group 
formed by leading U.S. software 
companies to combat the prob- 
lem, says it suspects free-trading 
Singapore has become a distribu- 
tion centre for pirated software 
manuals and programmes. 

In a raid prompted by BSA of 
two Singapore retail outlets in 
April, hundreds of manuals and 
diskettes containing pirated soft- 
ware programmes were seized, 
including Microsoft MS-DOS 
version 6.0 manuals only two 
weeks after release of the new 
software in the United States. 

“BSA is concerned that Singa- 
pore is becoming a notorious 
place for software piracy,” said 
Aliz Parlour, Microsoft's corpo- 
rate attorney and BSA vice- 
president. 

Some argue that unilateral ac- 
tion by the United States is in- 
appropriate. 

India — listed for the third year 
running under Washington's 
priority list for retaliatory action 
against patents violations — said 
it would not like to negotiate with 


the United States specifically on 
patents, but on the entire range 
of issues covered under the Uru- 
guay Round of multilateral trade 
talks. 

Thailand said the United States 
was demanding too much if it 
wanted Thai copyright laws to be 
toughened to meet strict U.S. 
standards. 

Bangkok would not take such 
action until rules on the protec- 
tion of intellectual property rights 
were concluded under the Gener- 
al Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), Deputy Com- 
merce Minister Jurin La ksan a vi- 
sit said. 

“What I have learnt from re- 
ports of U.S. demands over Thai- 
land's patent laws is that the 
U.S. is demanding too much and 
its demands seem to flow on 
indefinitely,” Mr. Jurin sard. 

Thai Prime Minister Cbuan 
Leekpai said Thailand would 
adhere to international principles 
but would not bow to unaccept- 
able U.S. demands. 

Under U.S. law, Washington 
must decide by the end of May 
whether to open an investigation 
into states on the priority list, 
after which a cited country has up 
to nine months to toughen its 
laws or face sanctions. 


FRANKFURT (R) — Employer 
and union leaders Sunday ham- 
mered out a pay deal intended to 
bring a halt to three weeks of 
bitter strike in east Germany’s 
steel industry. 

The first legal strike in the 
region for 60 years is expected to 
end officially Tuesday, when the 
membership of the powerful I.G. 
Metall Union vote on the deal. 

The economists said the scars 
of the strike — mainly in the form 
of shattered investor confidence 
— would remain long after steel 
production resumed. They de- 
scribed the deal as disappointing- 
ly expensive for the crisis-ridden 
steel sector. 

The agreement, reached early 
Sunday after 13 hours of talks, 
provides for east German pay to 
rise to 80 per cent of western 
levels in June. To 90 per cent in 
October 1994 and to match west- 
ern pay by April 1996. 

“This is a presentable agree- 
ment,” Horst Wagner, chief 
negotiator for the union, said. 
“We would not have achieved 
this result without a strike." 

Around 9,000 steel workers 
were the last remaining strikers 
from a much wider wave of in- 
dustrial action in the east. They 
were joined in the first two weeks 


of strike action by tens of 
thousands of engineering work- 
ers, also fighting for the reinstate- 
ment of a cancelled contract. 

Striking engineering workers in 
all but one of the five east Ger- 
man regions have since agreed a 
pay deal and the sector returned 
to normal operations last week. 
In Berlin-Brandenburg, en- 
gineering employers still have to 
iron out small differences with 
the union on how the final con- 
tract should look. 

With the steel pact, the union 
achieved a key objective in 
pushing through faster pay in- 
creases than were awarded to 
striking colleagues in the east 
German engineering industry. 
Wages there will only reach west- 
ern levels in July 1996. 

I.G. Metall, which represents 
both sectors, said lower basic pay 
in the steel sector meant faster 
rises were needed there. 

But economists who had 
viewed the engineering sector 
pact as a considerable burden for 
industry said the swifter wage 
rises in this deal were likely to put 
even more jobs at risk. 

One immeasurable, but se- 
rious, consequence of the strike 
was likely to be in discouraging 


investment. 

“I think this will prove a prob- 
lem.” said Union Bank of 
Switzerland economist Richard 
Reid. 

“The whole situation m Ger- 
many — with talks of new taxes 
and (German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s) vague plans to cut spend- 
ing — is discouraging to investors 
and tends to divert funds from the 
former GDR (East Germany).” 
he added. 

A slowdown in investment 
would be another blow for the 
Treuhand Privatistaion Agency, 
which Saturday said its work to 
save Germany’s core industry 
would leave die Bonn govern- 
ment footing a much higher de- 
ficit than first thought. 

Treuhand Chairwoman Birgit 
Breuel estimated the Treuhand, a 
government agency formed at 
German unification in October 
1990 to sell or shut down 30,000 
east German companies, would' 
end about 270 billion marks ($169 
billion) in the red. 

The economics ministry esti- 
mated last month the final 
Treuhand debt would be 230 bil- 
lion marks ($144 billion), up from 
205 billion marks ($128 billion) 
originally forecast. 
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Syria ratifies European bank loan 

nAMAVTJS HO'— Syria has ratified a 20.4 million European 

(S=« m ' lli0 Rn n i° a for ’E2£*t 

Luxembourg-based B«P- wiiTK - 

provide about $134 million. The loan will he repaid « years 
plus a five-year grace period in 30 instalments. It i- 

annual interest rate of 4.9 per cent. 

Chargeurs sheds 1,000 jobs 

PARIS (AFP) - The French Chargeurs textile and rommun.w- 
is to shed more than LOGO 

.cent of the workforce, in the first M of (be • 

president Jerome Seydoux has said. The 
l massive restructuring of us textile 

The cost of the latest measures would push the company m o 
losses during the fint half but sectorial activities were expected to 
recover from the second half, he said. 

Tunisia to encourage exports, investment 

TUNIS GO — Tunisia’s government has approved a draft code to ^ 
encourage exports and foreign invesmtent in the country, a copy 
of the document showed Friday. Exporters would be wholly 
exempt from taxation on profits and revenues over -a 10-year 
period and 50 per cent exempt thereafter, according to the code, 
made available to Reuters. They would also be allowed to ,m Pprt 
freely inputs for their production and to sell on the local market 
up to 20 per cent of the total value of their products or services. 
Reforms of foreign exchange rules adopted this year already allow 
foreign investors free transfer of their capital, revenues and 
profits. The new code, which is expected to be enforced in the 
next few weeks, also includes incentives for foreign investments 
involving the transfer of technology, agriculture and protection of • 
the environment. 

French steel firm files for bankruptcy 

SAARBRUECKEN, Germany (AFP) — German steel company 
Saarstahl-VoeLklingen A.G., controlled by French group Usinor- 
Sacilor, has filed for bankruptcy, Saarland Premier Oskar 
Lafontaine announced. According to the regional daily Saar- 
bruecker Zeitung, the company, employing 7,200 people, is losing ■ 
30 million marks ($9 million) a month. It said the worsening of the 
firm’s position was due to imports from eastern Europe and to the '» 
closing, of the U.S. market to European steels. The company is 70 j 
per cent controlled by Usimor-Sadlor, which the Saarland state 
holds a 27.5 peT cent stake. 


Pioneers consolidated 
pretax profit falls 52% 


World Bank approves 
$100m loan to Uganda 


KAMPALA (R) — The Worid 
Bank has approved a soft loan to 
LTganda of $100 million to help 
rehabilitate the East African 
country's financial sector. 

The funds will be released 
under the bank’s financial sector 
adjustment programme (FSAP) 
set for fiscal years 1993-95. 

Chukwuma Obidegwu, World 
Bank resident economist in 
Uganda, told Reuters the FSAP 
marked the beginning of a major 
drive in revamping Uganda’s run- 
down financial sector under a 
six-year Western-backed econo- 
mic programme. 

Under the FSAP, Uganda will 
restructure loss-making public 


financial institutions and generate 
a more active private role in its 
finance sector. 

“This is our major thrust right 
now in structural adjustment be- 
cause the financial sector is very 
weak and it is a critical element of 
any growing economy,” Mr. 
Obidegwu said. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the bank have 
both encouraged Uganda as it 
struggles to rehabilitate an eco- 
nomy destroyed by years of civil 
war, mismanagement and corrup- 
tion. 

The inflation rate has dropped 
from more than 200 per cent in 
1986. 


TOKYO (AP) — PioneeT Elec- 
tric Corp., Japan's major audio- 
video equipment maker, has said 
its consolidated pretax profit for 
the last fiscal year fell 52 per cent 
to 28.45 billion yen ($256.3 mil- 
lion) from the previous year. 

Pioneer blamed the domestic 
sales slump and the higher yen 
during fiscal 1992 — which ended 
March 31 — for the plunge in 
profits and the fail-back in re- 
venue. 

The company posted a consoli- 
dated net sales of 589.7 billion 
yen ($5.3 billion) during the year, 
down 3.8 per cent from the pre- 
vious year. 

Of the total, domestic net sales 
fell 10.9 per centjto 223.9 billion 
yen ($2.0 billion/rwhile overseas 
sales rose 1.1 per cent to 365.8 
billion yen ($3.3 billion), 
Pioneer said. 

With consumers tightening 
their belts because of the nation’s 


economic slump, decline in 
domestic sales largely came from 
a drop in sales of compact stereos 
and Kara coke systems, the com- 
pany said. 

Its net income fell 62.1 per cent 
to I0.78billionyen ($97.1 million), 
mainly because of higher ratio of 
cost of sales to net sales resulting 
from the yen’s strength. 

The yen’s strength means 
tough times in overseas markets 
and on the whole less returns for 
exporters. 

Pioneer stirred criticism earlier 
this year when the companytold35 
employees over 50 years of age to 
"voluntarily” retire early, or they 
would be fired. 

The company later apologised, 
but only extended the resignation 
deadline for the 35 without res- 
cinding it. 

During the economic slow- 
down, many Japanese firms have 
announced job cuts- 


Nigerian central bank 
takes over ailing banks 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 24, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


LAGOS (R) — The Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has taken 
over the affairs of five troubled 
commercial banks and says it will 
take similar- action against others 
that fail to meet 'minimum re- 
quirements, state radio reported 
Friday. The radio named the five 
banks, among about 120 operat- 
ing in Nigeria, as New Nigerian 
Bank, African Continental Bank. 
Pan-African Bank. Mercantile 
Bank of Nigeria and Cooperative 
and Commerce Bank. 

CBN Deputy Governor Victor 
Odozi, quoted by the radio, said 
the aim was to check the “de- 
teriorating financial condition” of 
the banks. 

“All corrective measures by 
the regulatory authority to re- 
solve financial problems in the 
past failed because their owners 
did not respond to efforts aimed 


at recapitalising the banks," the 
radio said. The CBN has formed 
new boards for the five banks and 
says the Nigerian Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation will assume re- - 
sponsibility for them. Indepen- 
dent auditors will be called in. r: 

“Banks were also warned that 
it (the CBN) would not hesitate 
to take appropriate supervisory 
action against any bank that 
foiled to meet minimum require- 
ments set for them,” the radio 
said, without giving details of the 
requirements. Banking sources 
say some banks have been hurt by 
poor management, questionable 
loans and fraud. 

Lagos state governor Michael 
Otedola said in April that fraud 
cost local banks $47 million in the 
first four months of 1993 and that 
some of it was bv the banks’ own 
staff. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have been tied down to all sorts of 
exacting duties of a down to earth 
nature and although you fed that 
you want to run away from them, 
they would only accumulate dust 
and be waiting when you return. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Think of better ways to handle 
matters in the worid of outside 
activity so . that your prestige soars 
with the general public and with 
bigwigs. 1 - - 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can locate some unproved 
plans now for making whatever 
new interests that appeal to you 
operate more to your favour and ro 
your advantage. 

GEMEVb^(May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever yon wish to do that can 
bring you additional business acu- 
men and astuteness should now be 
set in motion without further 
delay. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 22) Fbiget emotionalism and 
sensitivity now and consul with 
very down to earth persons on how 
you and they can make a bigger 
success of joint ventures. 

LEO: (July 22 AugusL 21) A great 
day for accepting an opportunity 
now present to open up your con- 
sciousness to more benefits you 
have not had that can be put in 
active use. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 
22) Consider wdi the various plea- 
sures you have long found to bring 


you surcease from anxieties and 
make a special point to make 
arrangements to enjoy Them. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have a need to make a 
change for the more practical 
where home and/or family mutters 
are concerned so do so with the 
knowledge of your own clan. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You see some better ways, 
long accepted, by which to attend 
* to everyday preoccupations so let 
those you work alongside of know 
about them and use these advances 
systems, etc. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can now have 
your mind dwell upon the practical 
and material aspects so think oupj 
ways to have more of this worlds 
goods and go after them. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your ability to sec all 


sides of any situation and give the 
most sensible answers about per- 
sonal matters is now touched off to 


your advantage. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 lo Febru- 
ary 19) Think about what you can 
do to eliminate wishful thinking 
and get into the nitty gritty of 
whatever faces you and solve them 
in such a fashion. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have a very good day now 
to plan your activities according to 
accepted rules of modes of conduct 
and make them work to your 
advantage. 
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U.S. sugar subsidies cost 
consumers $1.4b annually 
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.,I‘S >0n , quotas and government 
supports keep U.S. ^gar prices 

.J*' 02 J* Wsb as world prices and 
the subsidies benefit only a small 
proportion of producers, said the 
re port on congressionaliy 
approved spending. 

°nly one per cent of U.S. 
s “gar producers received 42 per 
cent of the federal aid in 1991 

an £. ? ore **" 830 million in 
subsidies went to a sole producer, 
according to the report. 

Synthetic sugar producers be- 
^nt from the subsidies, as the 
Jfl &d in Iran h,gh prices for the real thing buoy 
«n up prices for the synthetic pro- 
ducts which are high in fructose 
and used mostly in beverages. 




The four mam synth en tic sugar 
producers in the United States 
thus pocketed an extra $479 mil- 
lion from U.S. consumers in 
1991, the GAO said. 

Robert Baker, president of the 
U.S. Sugar Corp, has said U.S. 
producers would be wilting to 
give up the federal aid as soon as 
the European Community stop- 
ped subsidising their producers. 

The GAO, the independent 
congressional investigative arm, 
has pushed for cutting the sub- 
sidies to put the industry more in 
line with supply and demand but 
those efforts have generally been 
resisted. 

The GAO has acknowledged 
that most of the 110 sugar- 
produdng countries protect their 

industries in one way or another, 
but the Agicultnre Department 
has also reported that world sugar 
prices have stabilised and that 
subsidies could thus be lowered- 


British central bank 


:V'XS 

SB governor-elect 

• !‘* , n (vaion^ 

■wnev said 4, 

'■ ' n -Pl-»vcv 

5 ,r;r^ (R) - The govemor- 

h elect of the Bank of England, 

3 buv Airhix r ^ d,2 _ Geor ge, Kx>k a pay freeze 

J «hDUs tor his entire five year term, 

, . p^g extra bite to the bank's 
‘pt'g-ninning crusade against in- 
n ' v h|llk9 ‘ ^ifiooary pay awards. 

Ku*au Nrt It was a surprise announcement 
' ln - ul 411 Met- designed to kill speculation that 
!h '^founts he was to receive an mflation- 
i ni itK-flt? busting pay award which would 
•» -'.in.K-aipaiMiy severely embarrass the bank. 

ptak . Por Mr. George, known in 
"• ruhi iifihe; London’s financial district as 

• Vi Mv>hant-. ‘"steady Eddie” for his anti- 

"1 .in Art. inflationary rigour, the freeze will 
:iu- .Wuent under ! ine his strong personal 
ii%c r«* '-‘ommitment to low inflation and 
■■ :i:ni(vJ iw ^ an example to top earners 

•• •> ill InBr^ro* Britain. 

’ .e.nitrc «\tr Mr * George’s salary was not 
- *:.w fininc“ nnounced but ^ last published 
figure for his predecessor, Robin 
Leigh-Pemberton, was £198,546 
($306,100) for the year -ending 
im hospital Feb. 28. 1992. 

That is well behind earnings for 
Is-.Uf K.'lkihe country's top private sector 

• >^>m hospuxecutives. where £300,000 

• riif.pii.il offtn $462,600) plus salaries sire not 
. ..(Ih.iuuM incommon. 

vi . hi' fti-rk *i High pay awards for top people 
... i i..|mi Mjc iave been a hot political issue in 

fw-lltl Hit 


recent years, with many members 
of the business and public estab- 
lishment criticised for being 
greedy at a time when a grim 
recession has sent unemployment 
close to three million. 

The government has set a 1.5 
per cent ceiling on public sector 
pay awards this year to help 
control a burgeoning public sec- 
tor borrowing requirement 

(PSBR), which is set to hit £50 
bilHon ($77 billion) in 1993-4. 

The pay pledge means Mr. 
George's earnings as governor 
are set to fall in real terms 
throughout bis five-year term. 

With underlying inflation cur- 
rently running at 3.5 per cent and 
set to rise to 4:0 per cent or more 
by the end of the year, the 
effective pay cut could be quite 
severe. 

• T. 

While it makes a .refreshing 
change for a member of Britain’s 
financial elite to lead by example 
rather than simple exhortation, 
officials say it ..is part of Mr. 
George's style. A career bank 
official, be lives in a modest 
semi-detached bouse in Dul- 
wich, south London. 


■-■^Ghliia’s tax revenues rise 
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il.4% in 1st quarter 


Ti on Euphrates 

3EIJING (AP) — The Chinese 
- .. . i in in Dffriovernment has said its industrial 
u^nti" fc-md commercial tax revenues rose 
■j;* iwittf 1-4 per cent in the first quarter 
^ , n j the year, reflecting the eco- 

' , sl .iiili«tf | omy , s dynamic growth. 

iwiS! The official newspaper China 
V/’u .^in^Oailv said revenues from value- 
" ,iini'J®i |dded ’ business, sales and other 
* ' ’ m{ *jon-personaI taxes totalled 62-3 

i lurli’iHion yuan ($10.9 billion), up 
“ "i^.iulfM billion yuan ($1. 1- billion) 
! ' ^.mnirrom the first quarter of 1992. 
Ay The sharpest growth was in 
' v! ; |,. |£ |[ axes from foreign-funded com- 


panies, which increased nearly 60 
per cent to 3 J billion yuan ($616 
million).- 

The China 'Daily said the tax 
revenues amounted to 21.6 per 
cent of the year's budgeted total. 

The government used to obtain 
most of its revenue by requiring 
state-owned companies to turn 
over all their profits to the treas- 
ury. In recent years, it has begun 
charging corporate income taxes 
and other kinds of taxes, and 
allowing companies to retain any 
remaining profits. 
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AHAB BASK 

JO MUS HATlW&l. BASK 
BASK OF JOR0AH 
SIDLiLi: EAST IHVESTKCWT UAMlC. 

ISPUCTRIAL DEVELWnEtn UhWt 
THE hCUSINC BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BASK 

ARAD JORDAN INVESTHUfT DANK 
US IT BLMAL. 5AV; SC* LKVBJTMEBT FOR HOUSING 
AtOlAN HANK FOR INVESTMENT 
ARAB BAN KlnO CORPORATION/ JOPDAN 
PHI LAD El PH LA 1HVESTMEBT DAIIK. 

JORDAN FRENCH IKSURASCK 
ARAB LIFE D ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
JC9DANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NAT URMI. SHIPPING LINES 
JORDAN TOUIUSN L SPA COMPLEX 
,AT1C«1AL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
%£AL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

CULP NEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
PETRA EHTKPBlSfcS « EQUIPMENTS LEASING 
. MACH I HART EQUIP. RENT INC * MAINTENANCE 

aJ.7' united kicole east t cokmodore hotel* 

u -I*'* THE JORDAN CERENT FACTORIES 
F*. JORDAN I'HOSRHATE HIMES 

l* 1 ,, JORDA.T PETSOLBUH REF I NAAS 

. JORDAN TANNING 

»- n WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

jj r THE INDUSTRIAL ODWiCRCIAL & AGSI CULTURAL 


TRADED PHEV. OPENING CLOSING 
VDUJMK CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
J5 PRICE 

15,076 162.000 110.740 1S0.76D 
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MlP-’. -THK JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ijil— . ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
f JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
THE JORDAN PIPE3 MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER * CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
APAb CHEMICAL DETERGENTS LHDD3TRZE9 
SPINNING S WEAVING 
. RAF I A 1NDUST1UES 
*1 "■ JORDAN CLASS INSOSTRIES 

IF DAP AL DAMA DEVELOPMENT * INVESTMENT 
.C ARAB INVESTMENT * INERNATIOHAL TRADE 
,, : PuRAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTFtT 
j .GENERAL INVESTMENT 
“ ARAB PAPER cmaaiK i TRADING 
V JORDAN MEDICAL OORPOfiATION 
, NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
1 NATIONAL IBOVSHUfcS 

r’ IWTEPHED1ATE PfTWJ-CKEmCAL INDUSTRIES 
JOKDIJl CHEMICAL INDGSTRIEL 
J, JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
. UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
i* AlMQW INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN IKDUSTHIES 6 HATCU/JIHCO 
■\a JORDAN PRICAST CONCRETE 1NDDSTBZ 
•. i 'JORDAN WOOD IND0STP1ES / JWZCO 
Y* NATIONAL CABLE & HIRE KASUPACniltlHG 
4 IORDAN SULPHO-CHEHICAL5 
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W.5B7 

16,824 

80, £7J 
3.140 
44,902 
30,906 
6,050 
13,760 
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2, IB# 
B6.227 
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67,010 
!,8» 
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0.490 
5. 840 
0.910 
4.490 
fc.JOO 

2.900 

9.920 

4.900 
1.230 
P-560 
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10.920 
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4.200 
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:.ew 
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10.900 
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4.190 
1.940 
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Egypt signs 
oil contracts 
with AGIP, 
British Gas 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has signed 
two oil deals with Italian AGlF's 
Egyptian arm. International 
Egyptian Oil Company (IEOC), 
and one with British Gas, an oil 
official said Sunday. 

Wafik Meshref, vice-president 
for agreements at state-owned 
Egyptian General Petroleum 
Corporation (EGPC), told Reu- 
ters IEOC would spend S22 mil- 
lion and sink five wells in the 
Belayim area of the Gulf of Suez 
over seven-years. 

The second agreement with 
IEOC, which rationalised its ex- 
isting concessions into one agree- 
ment and extended them until the 
year 2020, raised objections when 
put to parliament but was even- 
tually passed. Some of the con- 
cessions were due to expire in 
1998. 

Mr. Meshref said under a new 
production-sharing agreement, 
EGPC would receive 87 per cent 
of all production above 75,000 
barrels per day (b/d). up from 85 
per cent. IEOCs concessions 
produce about 235,000 b/d. 

British Gas contracted to spend 
S25 million and sink three wells 
over seven years in an offshore 
concession north of Sinai in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The two agreements were 
signed last week. 

Egypt currently produces ab- 
out 870,000 b/d but exports less 
than half that. 

Mr. Meshref said EGPC had 
negotiated another four agree- 
ments which would go before its 
board for approval Thursday. 


Kuwaitis urged to shift to private sector 


KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government wants to cut its hefty 
state wage bill by encouraging 
Kuwaitis to take private sector 
jobs, a newspaper reported Sun- 
day. 

“We have to go to the private 
sector. It must lake part of the 
national manpower,” Finance 
Minister Nasser Abdulla Al 
Rodhan was quoted as saying by 
the Arab Times. 

Sheikh Rodhan said wages 
would account for 1.16 billion 
dinars (53.82 billion) of the state 
budget for the 1993/94 fiscal year 
starting on July 1 — more than 
one third of projected revenue of" 
2.747 billion dinars (S9.06 bil- 


lion). 

The English-language news- 
paper quoted Sheikh Rodhan as 
saying he was studying ways of 
helping private sector companies 
take on more Kuwaiti staff so as 
to control “allocations for state 
wages that have been increasing 
year after year.” 

“We are studying the possibil- 
ity of providing subsidies or loans 
or customs exemptions for pri- 
vate companies that make 
Kuwaitis at least 25 per cent of 
their workforce. We are currently 
studying all these options." he 
told members of parliament at a 
traditional Kuwaiti gathering 
known as a drwaniyeh. 


Ninety per cent of Kuwaitis in 
employment work for the state, 
where junior grades can earn 
around 600 dinars ($1,900) a 
month. Kuwaitis make up less 
than 10 per cent of the private 
sector workforce. 

The emirate, still struggling 
with costs of Gulf war reconstruc- 
tion, plans a 10 per cent cut in 
spending in 1993/94 that would 
lower the deficit to 1.02 billion 
dinars ($3.38 billion) from two 
billion dinars ($6.6 billion) in 
1992/93. 

An International Monetary 
Fund report last month recom- 
mended Kuwait cut the deficit bv 


imposing charges for alf state 
sendees apart from education, 
curting government staff numbers 
and civil service salaries and rais- 
ing domestic retail gasoline 
prices. 

Sheikh Rodhan has said he is 
studying the proposals but has 
ruled out salary cuts. 

Planning Ministry Under- 
secretary Abdul Hadi Al Awadi 
said the core of the manpower 
problem was inadequate educa- 
tion. 

'•We should develop the coun- 
try's educational and training sys- 
tems to graduate skilled manpow- 
er." he told the gathering. 


Saudis complete oil pipeline expansion 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
completed major expansion of a 
1,200-kilometre crude oil pipeline 
linking its eastern oilfields to a 
Red Sea terminal, industry 
sources have said. 

They said the expansion work 
had increased the pipeline's 
capacity to between 4.5 and five 
million barrels per day (b/d) from 
3.2 million b/d. 

The project involved upgrading 
pumping stations on the double 
pipeline. 

The project is seen mainly as a 
strategic move in case regional 
conflict should make it difficult to 
export oil through the Gulf. 
Tankers were repeatedly hit in 
the waterway during the 1980-88 
Iran- Iraq war. 

But the extra capacity may also 
prove to have commercial value if 
tanker freight rates rise in coming 
years. 

Saudi Arabia currently charges 
around $1 per tonne of oil trans- 


ported in the pipeline, which 
saves one week of tanker travel 
frofn the Gulf to the Red Sea 
loading terminal at Yanbu. 

The kingdom pumps around 
one million b/d of Arabian Light 
crude oil through the pipeline, 
much of it to refineries on its Red 
Sea coast. 

Gulf-based oil traders said they 
expected Saudi Arabia to use the 
upgraded pipeline, completed in 
late April, to deliver other crudes 
to its loading terminal at Yanbu. 

"We’ve not heard of any in- 
creased flow as yet, but we're 
waiting for word on Arabian 
Heavy and Arabian Medium," 
one source said. 

He said a new export berth at 
Yanbu for loading ULCCs (ultra 
large crude carriers) up to 
400,00(1 tonnes had also been 
completed. 

_ “It could be an attractive op- 
tion for cargoes heading for 
Europe,” he said. 


But other sources doubled the 
expansion project would lead to 
other crudes being pumped to the 
Red Sea coast. 


“It could be more of a political 
gesture than a practical move to 
start using of the pipeline,” one 
trader said. 


King Fahd urges 
state employers 
to recruit Saudis 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has urged the kingdom's 
state sector employers to cut reliance on expatriate labour by 
recruiting more Saudi nationals. Around three million expatriates 
work in Saudi Arabia, mainly in oil and construction industries, 
financial institutions and government offices. Total population is 
estimated at 1 / million. A statement by deputy minister for 
information Mohammad Masoud said King Fahd made the call for 
more Saudi workers at a weekly meeting of cabinet ministers. It said 
King Fahd supported a recommendation by a labour force committee 
which said Saudis who had necessary ’ qualifications should be 
recruited in place of expatriates. King Fahd said this should happen 
in the state sector before the private sector. 


Bahrain 
sets up 
trade 

arbitration 

centre 


MANAMA (R| — Bahrain has 
decided to set up a trade arbitra- 
tion centre (o help solve disputes 
involving foreign and local com 
panics. 

The Gulf News Agency said 
Saturday that the emir, Sheikh 
Isa Bin Sulman Al Khalifa, had 
signed u decree setting up “the 
International Commercial 
Arbitration Centre." 

It quoted Minister of State tor 
Foreign Affairs Hussein Al 
Bahama as saying the council 
would have seven members and 
that Prime Minsitcr Khalifa Bin 
Sulman Al Khalifa would appoint 
a chairman. 

The centre would follow guide- 
lines established in 1976 by a 
United Nations law-making com- 
mittee unless the parties involved 
agreed on other laws. Sheikh 
Bahrana said. 

Bahrain has been studying leg- 
al steps to establish the centre for 
almost two years. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) said earlier this month it 
was opening the region's^ first 
trade arbitration centre in Abu 
Dhabi to settle commercial dis- 
putes. 


TVS PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
J.BOX 7806 




CROWN INTL EST. I 


g Packing, shipping 
5 Fonviarding, storage 

1 worldwide Removals 

■ Air, Sea and Land 


g 



JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service* 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

" JUMBO photo 
size 30% torgmt 

• . From e h largo- 
mmt 20 X 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 


4 RENT &• SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



R 699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
ti Istanbul S800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya .S 800 H/B 

ti Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

-* Alt in 5 star INTL HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


f Our first class services & moderate prices 
llin ; make sense for leisure & business travellers 
,■ Tel.: 698180/698181. Fax Mmn7 



J^£K.1NC'' ANT 


AUTHENTIC^ 
CHINESE ’ 
CUISINE 



elegant 

colorful almost 

modenae prices 
slwtnisjnuiel b6O?50 
I now open daily 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supernnarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


St M ¥ * Jt 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^ittAll iujll j»h» 

? ' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
irom all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ol China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Tide am; strikes 
jahal Al Hussein 
fAntstry ol Trade 
& Industrial Rd 
T8LB330M 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT) 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


| Open I2.W-1-JU & Sin-11 in au)y[ 

Take away is available 

Wad, Saw Rdad 
near Ptaiadciphia Hs:ei 

m 


[TeL 6618 22 . Amman 

Cnee Tasted 


& 


Always Lived 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Jsi Circle. Jabat Amman, n ear 
Ahhyyah Giris School 

Tak* away ix avallaM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

Al riirKurtetirunri \mmun 

\ti vmjuimK- new menu .n • rv. ul pn v . 

HU \ n|U K-nVI k.Ul.’ll | J. J * ..ill 

ii'JI J I f »i iv . ir a'OU 


L ‘ 111 iC.1 

Town 


'A Restaurant With 
An Artistic Ambiance 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mSTMUIlM? 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotei 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.-659519 659520 


Jordanian Marketing 
Research Bureau 
Tet, 691906 Fax; 602419 


RESTAURANT 

661293 

• ITALIAN CUISINE 

Cocktail - Piano Bar 

^.Opening Soon, 


The First Class Hotei in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roomed 
"Satellite T.V. Reception" 


»AieO<TEL 


Amman - Tel 668193 
I 3 0 Box 9403 - Fax 60243J 
Telex 23BS8 DAROTLJQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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S?m» i>.?j — Large In southern Kampot province, 
Cj ^hoJlans hungry a shell fired by the Khmer Rouge 
: their way crashed near’ three polling sta- 

■ Aliens Sunday for tions. Then 100 guerrillas 
- in y election in stormed one of the stations and 
:? held several U.N. policemen and 

ifiSStfl U.N. troops Cambodian electoral workers for 
:r.:r;>: Khmer Rouge an hour before releasing them 
the election, unharmed, a LI.N. official said. 
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v. d cf Cambodians Sunday wait in front of (be Olympic 
vote h the country’s first free multiparty election in 
jr«)»ee by the United Nations (AFP pholoi 


A large err 
Stadium io 
decades, sp 


U.N. officials shut three sta- 
tions as a precaution, said the 
official, who demanded anonym- 
ity. 

Khmer Rouge activities in a 
few* other provinces caused some 
disruptions of voting, "but no- 
thing very serious," said the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission chief, 
Yasushi Akashi. "Throughout 
the country, the (voter) turnout 
has been very, very gratifying,” 
he said. 

The polls opened at 8 a.m.- 
(0100 GMT) and dosed at 4 p.m. 
(0900 GMT). The U.N-organised 
election ends Friday. 

In several areas of the country, 
people voted within kilometres of 
falling shells. Even in the tense 
northwest province of Siem 
Reap, where many people had 
said they were too'seared of the 
Khmer Rouge to vote, turnout 
was higher than expected. In 
many areas, the eagerness could 
hardly be controlled. 

In Kompong Cham province, 
just northeast of Phnom Penh, 
people jammed the main town’s 
three polling stations despite ear- 
ly monsoon rains and the many 
Khmer Rouge in the province. 
Some came hours before the polls 
opened. 

"It doesn't ease up. They keep 
pushing the door," said an inter- 
national elections monitor, 
Elaine Douglas-Noel of Jamaica. 
“We had to post a police officer 
to hold them back. This is how 
much they want democracy." 


Despite rains in Phnom Penh 
too. crowds shoved at the gates of 
the Olympic Stadium to enter the 
city’s main voting station as 
peacekeepers scrambled to keep 
order. 

“I had to come to vote because 
this is the first time in my life I am 
choosing a leader to represent 
Cambodia." said Cheng Ongeng, 
63. 

Voters said they didn't fear the 
Khmer Rouge because of the 
presence of U.N. troops. 

"The Khmer Rouge have failed 
today," said the U.S. mission 
chief, Charles Twining. “This 
leaves the Khmer Rouge in the 
forest and I hope they like it 
there. I'm absolutely convinced 
that technically, this is being con- 
ducted in a manner that is free 
and fair.” 

It is the first multiparty election 
since the 1972 voting under a 
U.S. -backed government. For 
the past two decades, Cambo- 
dians have known only civil war 
and bloody revolution. 

U.N. troops with rifles and flak 
jackets have been deployed at the 
some 1,500 polling sites nation- 
wide. They frisked voters for 
weapons and checked their bags 
with metal detectors as they en- 
tered the sites. 

Of the 20 parties, the ruling, 
communist-style Cambodian Peo- 
ple’s Party and the pro-West 
Royalist Party (FUNCINPEC) 
are expected to take the most 
votes. The election is for a 120- 
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A U.N. civilian police bolding a metal detector tries centre on the first of the U.N. organised general 
to control Cambodian voters surging In a polling elections (AFP photo) 

member Constituent Assembly Rouge guerrillas launched a Hopes for peace rose after 
that is to adopt a democratic series of attacks apparently in- Prince Sihanouk, the only leader 
constitution within three months, tended to scare off voters. They accepted by all Cambodian rac- 
then form a government. also threatened to kill those who tions including the Khmer 

Mr. Akashfsaid Saturday that voted. The government has been Rouge, returned home Saturday 
while the ideal of the Cambodian, linked to dozens of political kill- from several weeks abroad to 
peace accord had not been mgs. especially directed against support the elections, 
achieved, "the minimum accept- FUNCINPEC, and to widespread The Khmer_ Rouge forced 
able conditions for free and fair intimidation of voters. radical communism on the nation 

elections" exist. U.N. officials in Kompong during its 1975-79 rule, killing 

The Khmer Rouge signed the Cham chased away government perhaps 1.5 million people by 
1991 accord to authorise the U.N. agents who loitered outside a slave labour and executions. A 
mission but then pulied out of the polling station Sunday, apparent- Vietnamese invasion ousted the 
peace process, saying the mission ly pressuring people to vote for group, which then fought the 
failed to supervise the govern- the government. pro-Hanoi government, 

ment. as required bv the accord. FUNCINPEC leader Prince Fighting between the govem- 


peace process, saying the mission 
failed to supervise the govern- 
ment, as required by the accord. 


pro-Hanoi government. 


snt. as required by the accord. FUNCINPEC leader Prince Fighting between the govem- 
U.N. ana ysts say the Khmer Norodom Ranariddh said his ment and the Khmer Rouge, 


Rouse fears the government will 
win the election and gain a stamp 
of legitimacy. 

During the campaign, Khmer 


father, national reconciliation mostly small-scale and limited to 
leader Prince Norodom Siha- certain areas, has continued 


nouk, would talk with the Khmer throughout the U.N. mission's 


Rouse after the election. 


14-month presence. 
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Mandela: ANC to unilaterally 
announce election date 


top Cannes 


prize 


CANNES, "ror.ee -R) — To 
believe the rhis year's 

Cannes FiJ— Festival competition 
is a two-horse r^ce. But they have 
often been .vrcnc before.’ 

Jane Camper's The Piano and 
Chen Kai~;'5 Farewell to My 
Concubine won by far the 
warmest praise in s. selection of 
23 compel.:!:- fi'ms widely re- 
garded jls below Cannes’ : jsual 
standards. 

All will be :e veiled Monday 
night when the I C-member jmy 
headed by French director Louis 
Malle emerge.- fresn hs cocoon of 
stria secrecy to announce the 
Golden Pate winners. 

The Pia' : pcasionate sove 
story set :r. wilds of 19th 
century Ne-v Z:»: 2 nd, «.vas so 
much the advanct; fs^urite that 
festival ‘.vcc? >- : ;ed Campion 
would be gfv:-: ::e: C-ciden Palm 
on arrival a; Ii:ce Airport. 

All that cl-.ani.ed when critics 
saw Concubine, a :hre-hour 
Chinese eric about actors at the 
Peking Goer:: during the most 
turbulent e*. ents cf the 20th cen- 
tury. 

"Cher. Kaige has bitten off an 
epic mouth i'ui of modem Chinese 
history, skilfully interwoven with 
the spier.. ii'J 'tyiised Peking 
Opera story o' !;j-,g and his 
Concubine." wrote The trade 
magazine moving pictures. 

"All ingredients masterly 
blended into a delirious bowl of 
chop sue v " 

Both r. present a chal- 
lenge to : .:ng-str.nd:ng domin- 
nace of l«.5. .-re European cine- 
ma, both at Cunens and around 
the world. 

No film from China or Austra- 
lia (The Piano is o 'firiaify Austra- 
lian) has c\a «>or. the Golden 
Palm. 

The last iism from outside the 
United S:ci.-; and Europe lo 
clinch the top prize was The 
Ballad Os' Narav^ma from Japan 
10 years ago. 

This year's com petition in- 
cludes three Australian films, one 
Chinese an 2 one kaivrane&e — 
suggesting Cannes is catching up 
with enthusiasm at other festivals 
for Asian a.id A;;s:ra!asian oro- 
ductions. 

The Americans disappointed 
Cannes this year before the fes- 
tival had even started — Robert 
Altman. Mrr : ir Scorsese and 
Jonathan C-cT^e «ii held back 
their latest ‘Aims for the Venice - 
Festival in .September. 

And the most keenly awaited 
European film. Wins Wed tiers' 
Faraway, So Close, was panned 
by critics as self-indulgent and 
confused. 

Cannes juries are notoriously 
unpredictable — last year’s win- 
ner, Bille .-.a just's The Best In- 
tentions. Wcs’fzT from being the 
critics' fn 

Moreover. i‘..j: ; e has a track 
record of non-cr-nfbnnism — in 
196S he resigned from the jury 
and helped close the festival 
down at !h ■ ’.-.::cht of a student 
and worker uprising in France. 

Outside lips for :he top prize 
include Bri::«£ director Ken 
Loach's R-.: Stones and 
Frenchman AI.i : n Cavalier’s 
Libera Me. an eyraripionlal film 
dealing v^i-h f';.-! repression 
without dia’' : or incidental 

music. 


I NEWCASTLE, South Africa (R) 
! — Nelson Mandela said Sunday 
his African National Congress 
(ANC) would unilateraiiy 
announce by the end of the 
month a date for South Africa's 
first democratic elections. 

"We have decided to announce 
before the end cf May an exact 
day for elections before April 
next year.' Mr. Mandela told a 
5.0C9-stroR> rally in a mainly 
Indian Soudi African district in 
this Natai mining town. 

Multi-party negotiators, in- 
cluding those of the ANC and the 
government, are widely reported 
to have privately decided on an 
election date and had been ex- 
pected to jointly announce it ai a 
meeting of their leaders near 
Johannesburg on June 2. 

The announcement was Mr. 
Mandela's second surprise state- 
ment during a two-day tour of 
volatile Natal province. On 
Saturday he raised the govern- 
ment's hackles by suggesting 14- 
y ear-olds shouid have the vote. 

The setting of an election dare 
by the end of May is the main aim 
cf a month of mass action orches- 
trated by the ANC and its allies 
which has spilled over into vio- 
lence. At least 20 people have 
been killed. 

me planned ‘June 2 announce- 
ment was considered a comprom- 
ise to meet the demands of ANC 
supporters and the government’s 
desire not to appear to be forced 
into making an early announce- 
ment. 

Mr. Mandela's call for the vot- 
ing age to be lowered from 18 was 
the first serious suggestion of its 
kind by the ANC and appeared 
aimed at appealing to militant 
black youths angered at the slow 


pace of democracy talks. 

"They say a person under the 
age of 18 can't think correctly and 
make wise choices. We reject that 
and demand the voting age 
should be from 14." Mr. Mandela 
said. 

The ANC leader said Sunday 
the previous day's battles be- 
tween ANC supporters and those 
of the rival Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP) in a township near 
Johannesburg which left up to 15 
people dead and at least 60 
wounded were "in the interests of 


China, U.K. 
to have 


World dithers over Bosnia — Sarajevo 


more talks 


on Hong 
Kong 


the (ruling) National Party.’ 
“The solution to the probl 


“The solution to the problems 
of South Africa is to have a free 
and fair eleaion.. to overthrow 
the present government by peace- 
ful means, they are unfit to gov- 
ern," Mr. Mandela said. 

"This violence is in the in- 
terests of the National Party. The’ 
government retains the primary 
responsibility for the violence," 
he said. 

Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel urged the ANC and the 
IFP to redouble their efforts to 
control their followers. 

"I again reiterate the govern- 
ment’s call for an urgent morator- 
ium on all mass action. Organisa- 
tions such as the ANC and IFP. 
will simply have to do-far more to 
address the culture of intolerance 
between their supporters." Mr. 
Kriel said in a statement. 

Addressing a few whites in a 
crowd of supporters earlier Sun- 
day. the ANC leader said South 
Africa's white community had 
skills needed to help build a new 
democratic country. 

"One of the appeals we make is 
that (the whites) do not leave 
South Africa. They must stay 
with us," he Aid. 


PEKING (R) — China and Bri- 
tain ended their third round of 
talks about political reform in 
Hong Kong Sunday with no sign 
of any agreement other than to 
keep talking. 

A joint statement issued after 
three days of negotiations said 
merely that a fourth round of 
talks would I be held on May 2S 
and 29. 


The British negotiator. Sir 
’Robin McLaren, told reporters 
the atmosphere was good. But he 
would not be drawn on the con- 
tent of the discussions other than 
to say: "The work we’re doing is 
quite complicated work.” 

Mr. McLaren, Britain’s ambas- 
sador to China, faces a daunting 
task of trying to bridge a chasm of 
mistrust and anger that has di- 
vided London and Peking since 
Hong Kong Governor Chris Pat- 
ten unveiled plans late last year to 
widen the franchise in the colony 
before it returns to China in 1997. 


Peking is furious at what it sees 
as an attempt to perpetuate Brit- 
ish control after the handover and 
maintains that Mr. Patten's plans 
contravene previous Sino-British 
agreements. 

However, there is new optim- 
ism in Hong Kong that Peking is 
keen to adopt a business-as-usual 
approach to the territory, even as 
the political crisis drags on. 


SARAJEVO (R'i — Bosnia's 
Muslims have poured scorn on 
the West's new strategy in their 
stricken republic, saying the 
world dithers while the slaughter 
continues unabated. 

Sarajevo’s Muslim-controlled 
radio reported that Serb fire 
rained from dawn on the town of 
Magiaj in northern Bosnia Sun- 
day. causing many civilian casual- 
ties. 

‘The earth under this com- 
plete’) devastated town is shak- 
ing with explosions. '* the radio 
said. 

In the Bosnian capital, a gov- 
ernment statement said "imper- 
missible procrastination and the 
complete ineffectiveness of the 
entire international community." 
had encouraged Bosnia’s Serbs to 
press on with attacks in defiance 
of U.N. resolutions. 

After Washington and its allies 
forged what they called a joint 
strategy to contain the war and 
repair the rift m Western ranks 
over intervention, Sarajevo and 
surrounding areas experienced 
one of the bloodiest days for 
weeks Saturday. 

Up to 15 people were killed 
and more than 100 wounded in 
seven hours of mortar and artil- 
lery attacks by both sides. 

U.N. peacekeepers said it was 
not clear who started the carnage, 
which marked the first 
anniversary of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina’s admission into the 
United Nations. 


"It was a sad testimony yester- 
day to the situation we face here. 
We’ve seen both sides... shelling 
civilian targets," U.N. Proteaion 
Force spokesman Commander 
Barry Frewer said. 


Saturday's government state- 
lent called for international 


ment called for international 
military action to halt the Bos- 
nian Serb army, now in control of 
70 per cent of Bosnia after 13 
months of war. and for the lifting 
of a U.N. arms embargo for 
Muslim-led forces. 

That formula, championed 
only days ago by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, seemed more re- 
mote than ever after the United 
States. Russia, France, Britain 
and Spain agreed on a common 
strategy intended ro contain the 
war and promote peace efforts. 

Their foreign ministers 
announced measures including 
the offer of U.S. air 1 power -to 
protect U.N. forces in "safe 
areas" for Muslims if U.N. sol- 
diers came under attack and to 
ensure that arms supplies were 
cut off to Bosnia’s Serbs and 
Croats. 

They stopped short of mea- 
sures like stationing U.S. forces 
in Bosnia or trying to impose on 
Bosnian Serbs the U.N.-backed 
peace plan which they have over- 
whelmingly rejected. 

Mr. Clinton said the new 
strategy, expected to be codified 
in Security Council resolutions, 
would limit "the possibility of a 
quagmire” and help confine for 


“They (the international com- 
munity) do not respect what 


Yugoslavia has done. There is no 
respect for Yugoslav efforts nor 
for our national dignity,” the 
oficiaLtoId Reuters. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said Sunday he would 
comply with a plan to set up 
U.S. -protected safe areas to pro- 
tea Muslims in Bosnia. 

“Yes I will certainly," Mr. 
Karadzic told a British Broad- 
casting Corporation radio inter- 
viewer when asked whether he 
would accept the joint action plan 
agreed by the Western allies. 


IRA bomb blows up Belfast hotel 


Crisis puts Ukraine 


reforms, stability in doubt 


KIEV (R) — A copnstitutional 
crisis in Ukraine has left the 
former Soviet republic riven by 
political infighting and put in 
doubt both the course of reforms 
and social stability. 


As in neighbouring Russia, the 
conflict pits a liberal government 
against a conservative parliament 
dominated by holdovers from the 
Soviet era. 

Bur the battle lines are less 
clearly drawn than in Moscow. 

Prime Minister Leonid Kuch- 
ma. Ukraine's biggest proponent 
of market policies, tendered his 
resignation last week after a 
three-day barrage of criticism 
from deputies unwilling to renew 
his special powers to press on 
with reforms. 


He was also infuriated by an 
attempt by President Leonid 
Kravchuk, a former Communist 
ideology chief who led the coun- 
try to independence, to take over 
sole control of the government. 


Parliament, which had blocked 
the prime minister's policies for 
months, now backed him in ear- 
nest, rejected his resignation and' 
forced a compromise. 

U granted limited extended 
powers to an increasingly un- 
popular president working with 
an unwilling premier still at odds 
with a fractious parliament. 

Everyone lost in an undigni- 
fied spectacle. 

The worst losers could well be 
ordinary Ukrainians, reeling 
from the effects of huge price 
increases and a plummeting cur- 
rency and disenchanted with the 


actions of all their leaders. 

"The situation in Ukraine is 
very much a stalemate," said 
Volodymyr Pylypchuk, a top de- 
puty and economist. 

“The government did not get 
its extended powers. The presi- 
dent was unable to take power 
into his own bands. And parlia- 
ment is purely and simply nnable 
to undertake reforms. 

"We must avoid a situation like 
Russia’s. The conclusion is ob- 
vious. The country can be saved 
only by joint effort." 

Personal animosities among 
the three principal aaors — Mr. 
Kravchuk. Mr. Kuchma and par- 
liamentary Chairman Ivan 
Plyushch — blur distinctions be- 
tween pro and anti-market 
forces. 

Mr. Kuchma took over the 
government last Oaober with a 
mandate to make for a year of 
inaction which had left post- 
Communist Ukraine well behind 
its powerful northern neighbour 
in ending seven decades of com- 
mand economics. 

The premier, former head of 
the world’s largest missile fac- 
tory. enraged conservatives by 
cutting subsidies to bloated indus- 
try and farming and pressing on 
with privatisation. 

His record has been mixed, 
with inflation reduced but pro- 
duction continuing to fall. Credits 
issued by the National Bank with 
parliament's authorisation hin- 
dered his policies. 

Mr. Kravchuk is a skilled oper- 
ator, renowned for his ability to 
seek and achieve compromise in 
the uncertain post-Soviet world. 


Hong Kong stocks dosed at a 
record high Friday after Peking 
endorsed three business contracts 
valid past 1997, allowing a long- 
delayed cable television projea 
to go ahead. China had earlier 
threatened to scrap after 1997 any 
contracts signed by the colonial 
government without its approval. 

Sino-British relations thawed 
slightly with the resumption of 
the talks on Hong Kong’s demo- 
cratic future last month. 


BELFAST (R) -- The Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA), stepping 
up its bombing campaign after 
Northern Ireland council elec- 
tions. blew up a carbomb outside 
a Belfast hotel Saturday night. 

It was the third carbomb attack 
in the British province in three 
days by the IRA which is battling 
to oust Britain from Northern 
Ireland. 

Police said that in the latest 
attack a car was left outside the 
Drumkeen Hotel in Belfast. 

Asked if the IRA had issued 


received by staff about 30 mi- 
nutes before. Several people 
were treated for shock after the 
blast. Damage to the hotel was 
extensive." 


This attack followed two huge 
1,000 pound (456 kilos) carbomb 
attackd in Belfast and Porta- 
down. 


any warning, a police spokesman 
said: "A telephone warning was 


Thursday's Belfast bomb, 
which went off just as counting 
began after Northern Ireland's 
local council elections, injured 20 
people and damaged some of 
Belfast's most famous historic 
buildings including the Grand 


Opera House. 

On Saturday, another 1,000 
pound bomb tore a hole through 
the centre of Portadown, injuring 
two policemen and four civilians. 

Sinn Fein, political wing of the 
IRA, made the biggest gain of 
any party in the local elections. 

Traditionally, the ERA tones 
down its guerrilla campaign dur- 
ing elections to allow its political 
wing to take centre stage. 

Republican sources have also 
warned that the IRA may now put 
back in top gear its bombing 
campaign on the British main- 
land. 


Gorbachev sees possible political return 


PARIS (R) — Former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
said in an interview published 
Sunday he considered -himself a 
statesman in waiting and was 
ready to play a political role in 
Russia or in the Yugoslav conflict 
if asked. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who is to visit 
the Netherlands and France this 
week, told Le Journal De Diman- 
che: “The democrats who began 
the (Soviet) reforms in 1985 could 
come together again on condition 
that society asks them to return. .. 

“If society reaches the conclu- 
sion that Gorbachev should play 
a different role from now, then I 
will consider it. But if there is not 
this demand, this signal from 
society, I don’t want to impose 
myself," he said. 

Asked if he considered himself 
in reserve like General Charles 
De Gaulle before he took power 
in 1958, the former Communist 
leader said: “Yes, let us say yes, 
absolutely." 

“I am still doing and I could do 
lots of things.” he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who now 
heads a think-tank in Moscow, 
railed for an international summit 
to create a new body to resolve 
the conflict in former Yugoslavia. 

Asked if he saw a role for 


himself in peacemaking in the 
conflict, he said: “If the decision 
is taken to create a powerful 
political asnd intellectual group 
to prepare such a solution, I am 
ready to participate at every 
working level." 

He said he would discuss the 
idea with French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand when they meet 
next Saturday. 

But Mr. Gorbachev stressed 
that he supported the action of 
international mediators Lord 
Owen and Cyrus Vance and had 
no intention to undermining their 
work. 

The former president, who res- 
igned upon the breakup of the 
Soviet Union in December 1991, 
said the situation between Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin and 
parliament had reached deadlock 
and there should be fresh elec- 
tions for both the presidency and 
the legislature. 

Criticising Mr. Yeltsin, he said 
the policy pursued since January 
1992 was one of “adventurism” 
full of demagogic promises which 
could not been kept and which 
had disappointed the people. 

Meanwhile the Russian gov- 
ernment and its opponents are 
stepping up their campaigns 
ahead of a cru cial constitutional 



meeting on June 5 which could go 
some way to resolving the coun- 
try's power crisis. 

President Yeltsin wants the 
conference to adopt a. draft con- 
stitution which would set up a 
French-style presidential republic 
giving him sweeping powers over 
the government and a new 
bicameral parliament. 

Key Yeltsin aide Sergei 
Shakhrai told a news conference 
Saturday that he had already 
talked to half Russia's 88 regions 
and republics and most in princi- 
ple supported Mr. Yeltsin’s draft, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported. 

"Now I can say that nobody is 
denying the necessity of a new 
constitution for Russia," he said. 

His comments may help dispel 
the threat of a damaging boycott 
by the increasingly fractious re- 
gions and republics, who are de- 
manding more sovereignty over 
their own affairs. 

"All regionse I’ve dealt with so 
far... are ready to send their 
representatives to the assembly." 
Mr. Shakhrai said. 

The new constitution would 
have to tackle the problem of 
giving the various territories and 
legions the same level of auton- 
omy enjoyed by the country's 21 


ethnic republics, he said. 

Conservative groups flatly 
oppose Mr. Yeltsin’s draft, which 
they say paves the way for dicta- 
torship, and claim to have mus- 
tered enough signatures to force a 
nationwide referendum on bring- 
ing back a "Soviet Socialist con- 
stitution." 

Hardliners said Friday they 
would hold their own constitu- 
tional conference at the same 
tune and would also invite region- 
al spokesman to Moscow to draw 
up a separate draft. 

Interfax News Agency said the 
hardline National Salvation Front 
had warned it would picket the 
city centre and state buildings on 
June 5 to 12 to protea the current 
constitution, a much-amended 
version of the former Soviet-era 
basic law. 

Parliamentary Chairman and 
Yeltsin arch-nval Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov who accuses the Russian 

nnl^f i,I ®8 al, y- has been 
[^1 ° n *®. defensive by the par- 
tial defection of some key par- 
liamentary allies. 

Rvahn ° f ^ dCpUTieS * Nikolai 
Ryabov, welcomes the idea of the 

bv r£ g ; apparent, y influenced 
by the support shown for Mt 

■VSStl ." April 25 


Car thieves caught 
by policeman on 
bicycle 


CAPE town (R) — A Capc 
Town policeman on a bicycle 
chased a gang of car thieves for 
four kilometres. He bla*d*ray 
with his gun as he Pumpcdjhe 
pedals and the stolen or vmed 
the road. He arrested two 

men. police said. 


Lawsuit seeks new 
probe of Presley s 
death 


conflict to Bosnia. 

“We’re still pushing for a poli- 
tical settlement that has some 
reasonable land for the Bosnian 
Muslims," Mr. Clinton said. 

But he stressed that the United 
States was “clearly not going to 
get involved there, either un- 
ilaterally or multilaterally... on 
one of the sides., in a civil war." 

The initiative calls for the 
rigorous enforcement of existing 
U.N. sanaions against rump 
Yugoslavia. 

!t also offers to deploy moni- 
tors on Yugoslavia's borders with 
Bosnia to ensure that Belgrade 
was meeting its pledge this month 
to cut off strategic supplies to the 
Serbs. 

Yugoslav President Dobrica 
Cosic last week rejected the idea 
of monitors, a position which was 
confirmed by a senior Yugoslav 
official Sunday. 


NASHVILLE. Tennessw (R> 
- A lawsuit has been filed by 
Memphis officials, seeking a new 

independent probe ,n *° 
of rock ‘n’ role legend Elvrs Pre- 
slev’s death in 1977. The suit was 
filed in Davidson County Chan- 
cery Court in Nashville Friday by 
the Shelby County Commission, 
which is the governing boonl for 
the county. Assistant Shelby 
County Attorney Si|l GiMfWis. 
who filed the suit, said he hopes 
the legal action will prompt Ten- 
nessee state officials to start a 
new investigation. Mr. Gibbons 
said the state’s registrar of vital 
records *’is obligated to investi- 
gate irregularities in death certifi- 
cates." But according to the suit. 
Registrar Paula Taylor “has 
made no effort to even study the 
issue comprehensively" since the 
county commission voted in April 
1991 to ask for an investigation. 
In that resolution, the commis- 
sion cited the book. The Death 
Of Elvis: What Really Hap- 
pened, quoting doctors who said 
Presley died from a drug over- 
dose. Presley's sudden death at 
his home in Memphis at the age 
of 42 was caused by heart disease, 
according to chief state medical 
examiner Dr. Charles Ha^jan. 
But Mr. Gibbons said in the 
lawsuit that the state has consis- 
tently refused to open the auto- 
psy report and to cany out a 
“thorough, objective inspeaion 
of all medical records." 


j 


U.K. police keep 
severed ear on Ice 


SOUTHAMPTON, England (R) 
— Police were keeping a severed 
ear in a refrigerator at their sta- 
tion in Southampton to await its 
owner, who had it bitten off in a 
pub brawl. “This man lost a 
substantial part of his ear and 
needs urgent medical attention," 


detective inspector Ray Burt said 
after the fight. “We would also 
like to talk to him because this 
was an extremely vicious 
attack." 


Prince Charles 
hails bricks in 
hotel toilets 4 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles wants luxury 
hotels to help conserve natural 
resources with practical measures 
I such as bricks in toilet easterns to 
save water. The future king, long 
a promoter of environmental 
issues, told an international hote- 
liers conference in London that 
environment-friendly schemes 
were not five-star business. But, 
he said, the pro-environment 
campaign relied on the “very 
unglamorous business of reducing 
environmental impacts step by 
step, pound by pound, flush by 
flush," he praised the Hilton 
Hotel in London for cutting back 
on water used to flush toilets- by 
simply “bunging a brick into e&n 
and every cistern.” The confer- 
ence, organised to launch a guide 
of practical measures drawn up 
by 11 leading hotels such as the 
Forte, Hilton and Intemcon- 
tinental chains, also heard British 
green campaigner Jonathan For- 
ntt condemn daily changing of 
towels in hotels. “It is extraordin- 


ary to think that people are 
paying perhaps £200 ($310) a 


paying perhaps £200 ($310) a 
night are so dirty that they need a 
new towel every night,’’ he said. 
Guests should also turn off lights 
at night, he added. 


Britain studie 
11031109(3115 
to esse crowd 


LONDON (R) _ B: 
sidenng using ships 
way to reduce prison 
ing, officials said. M 

off the coast to accon 
Purity prisoners w 
senes of options ui 
eration .a spokesma 
Home Office (Inter! 
Kira. According to f 
dent on Sunday, two 
red off Cumbria ii 
England could accon 
prisoners — people 
end of their sentence 
awaiting trial. The b 
said officials had stu 

£5"* d «em,o„ „ 
York Harbour. A 1 

spokesman told then 

were not now crit 
crowded. In mid-Mat 
population was 43 sty 
Places still empty, 
months Britain’s C 
government has com 
for experimenting « 
privatisation of the 

vice. “ 
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’ 'li fl? a Bowe (right) stands over Jesse Ferguson first round. Bowe won by a knockout in the second 
>1 j n ‘ ■' a “ er sending him to the mat at the end of the round (AFP photo) 

■ ■■ | j ( 'nil 

■,;::^g»owe stops Ferguson in second round 




11,1 -iiid N ^vSHINGTON (R) — Riddick Bowe knocked 


m Jesse Ferguson at the end of firet round and 


mivv ik ■ ■ — ~ W4 & uau “ me cno ui nrsi rouna ana 

v.t lri Y ■ ,n . e °P c * lh| B seconds of the second round 

• • , ,.u . , P ri1 \ 3 six-punch combination to retain his World 

' l0n - mg Association heavyweight title Saturday. 

. .[ u, romiv rom the opening bell of the scheduled 12-round 
lU . .. _ . c L\'aih t. Bowe, 25, easily slashed his jab through to 

■ •' <. ,i iv Hap. guson's head, which was an immobile target for 
" ‘’T> who said -t of the short fight. 

,l ; ; ; J*u« over- owe, now 34-0, dropped the 36-year-old Fergu- 
• •••■'kn J-.-.ah at with a left hook in the first round. The 
ns Jl the ag c lenger rolled over, but somehow managed to 
' 1 '■ he .in rihease, U P as referee Larry Hazzard counted to 

” ■ ; v| iic medical’’ l ^ e W1 sounded to end the round. 

1 hii«o Haim srguson, a 40-1 underdog, wobbled to his 
: '•-•'J in ;he * er ’ w ^ ere there was no stool waiting for him 

■v fo cunsis- he was forced 10 stand to collect hismelf while 

■ ■ ;-i ii i he auto- :on,ermen scrambled for a stool. 

- • v jir, out 3 ; rguson came out in the second round and 
„ .%•. u'pcciiun 1 stayed directly in front of Bowe, who simply 
, r. ' uted him 


C. police keep 
i erect ear on ice 


>we landed six consecutive shots, dropping the 
enger like a rock and shortly after hazzard 
ieep counting, he called he fight off 17 seconds 

On ice the second round. 

was Bowes second title defence and his 
i nd i nj iRi ,d sh 011 fight against a hopelessly over- 
ll||t ' i MTvcrcu ^ opponent. 

• ?• jhvir Ma h “ first ^ ence ,ast February, Bowe stopped 
„ „ ael Dokes at two minutes and 19 seconds of 
S irst round. 

'' ,l , ,n 3 guson was on the undercard of that fight and 
■u. |n o>t a highly-regarded contender Ray Mercer to 
' tfJ » 3n i! he title shot. 

: ..:tcni"in. g USOflj now 19-10, weighed 224 pounds 
» kg). He was 20 pounds (9 kg) lighter and 

, tti'lild -IK.' [ 

'W.iU'C till* 


three indies shorter than the 6-foot, five-inch (1 .95 
metre) champion. 

“This is what it’s like to be a bad man,” Bowe 
said after the fight,” which drew a sparse crowd of 
about 9,000 in the 30,000-seat setup for the bout at 
RFK Stadium. 

It was the first time a world heavyweight 
championship fight had been held in the nation’s 
capital since Joe Louis defeated Buddy Baer at 
Griffith Stadium May 23, 1941 — almost 52 years 
ago to the day. 

“If I put my mind to it, I can be in any shape I 
want. I tested my left uppercut. My uppercut is 
lethal. Jesse has never been rocked like this,” 
Bowe said. 

“I’m not ray mercer. I was focused and deter- 
mined. This is how you’re supposed to take out 
your opponent when you’re a champion.” 

Bowe won all three major titles — WB A, World 
Boxing Council (WBC) and the International 
Boxing Federation titles — by winning a unani- 
mous decision over Evander Holyfield after 12 
rounds last November. 

Bowe, who earned about S7 million Saturday, 
surrendered his WBC title rather than make his 
first defence against Briton Lennox Lewis, who 
was then awarded the title. 

The IBF did not sanction Saturday's fight 
because the organisation had not ranked Ferguson, 
who earned $500,000 for getting pummelled bv 
Bowe. 

Furguson's wife. Cynthia, had told him about six 
month ago that he should think about retiring after 
Saturday's fight. 

It appears her advice was sound. 


Sonics 
to meet 
Suns 

SEATTLE (R) — It came down 
to overtime in the seventh and 
deciding game, but the Seattle 
Supersonics got the job done at 
crunch time Saturday to beat the 
| Houston Rockets and adavnee to 
, the Western Conference finals. 

Sam Perkins hit a feadeaway 
1 jumper with 28.5 seconds left in 
overtime to give Seattle a three- 
! point lead ana Shawn Kemp con- 
1 verted two free throws with less 
than one second remaining as the 
Supersonics held off the Rockets 
103-100. 

A desperation three-point 
attempt by Houston centre 
Hakeem Olajuwon at the buzzer 
failed to bit die rim, ending only 
the fourth playoff series in 
National Basketball Association 
history in which a seventh game 
was decided in overtime. 

Seattle will play the Phoenix 
Suns in the best-of-seven Western 
Conference finals beginning 
Monday in Phoenix. The Suns 
eliminated the San Antonio Spurs 
in six games. 

Meanwhile the much- 
anticipated Eastern Conference 
finals between the two-time de- 
fending NBA champion Chicago 
Bulls and the New York Knicks 
begins in New York. 

“We held our composure, play- 
ed good basketball, made good 
decisions in the second half and 
made the shots when we needed 
them,” Kemp said after Seattle 
earned its first trip to the Confer- 
ence finals since 1987. 

Seattle’s Ricky Pierce, who led 
all scorers with 25 points, hit a 
10-foot baseline jumper with 24 
seconds left in regulation to tie 
the game at 93-93. Houston had a 
chance to win. but Kenny Smith 
missed a comer jumper at the 
buzzer to force overtime. 

Olajuwon, led the Rockets 
with 23 points and 17 rebounds. 

Kemp, who finished with 18 
points and 11 rebounds, sank 
both free throws with eight-tenths 
of a second left to seal the Seattle 
victory. 

Perkins hit all eight of his field 
goal attempts after the half and 
finished with 23 points, including 
18 in the second half and over- 
time. 

“It was a trying series” Perkins 
said afterwards. “And we still got 
a long way to go.” 


ast gasp PSG winner leaves Marseille waiting 


"cc Charles 
[is O'icks in 
lor toilets 


IS f R) — A last gasp winner 

• pc arts Sl Germain substitute 

xris Calderaro left Europen 
i n finalists Marseille waiting to 

- a record fifth consecutive 
di League crown Sarurdy. 

. Ideraro scrambled home a 
11 ' Le Guen comer in the 90th 

• Il,i% lu ' u ■ te to give the Parisians a 1-0 
■ • "* :VI urj aver Nantes at the Parc des 

• es to keep the title race open 

-v: .,-u-ro> *-• (St _ 

; • kme. bat had moved six points 
. Q f pgQ and Monaco Thurs- 

•; .ii-'Jul yjjj, a i_Q j n Valencien- 

• ! ,h l1 iid, with only two games to 
. ii\ v.-hJfflf* W ould have been able to 

•ii'iiw" pul i the title had their two rivals 

. u.inmcni | to ^ 

” vfn 3naco obliged, going down 
....... ,'i rrJuonp , Metz fo a Nicolas Huysman 

. .. .» ,icp to and the Parisians looked as 
tlu'h to : y would never break down a 

;h.- HIIW 

■:.0 3^ rosui 


determined defensive perform- 
ance by a Nantes side seeking a 
UEFA Cup berth. 

But Calderaro’s goal left the 
championship alive until next 
week, at least, when Paris St. 
Germain visit Marseille, three 
days after their European Cup 
final date with AC Milan in 
Munich. 

PSG must win at the Stade 
Velodrome to stay in the race for 
the final match of the season June 
2 . 

The late goal cost Nantes the 
chance of going above Bordeaux 
into fourth place, a place which 
would qualify them for the 
UEFA cup. 

Bordeaux lost 2-0 in Toulouse, 
whose striker Anthony Bancarel 
scored twice to guarantee the 
home side a place in the first 


division next season. ' stnu 

But Nimes are now certain to win 
go down after suffering the in- tally 
dignity of a 5-2 defeat in Auxerre, few< 
whose forward Lilian Laslandes Bok 
scored a hat-trick. Thu 

Toulon are almost certain to nes. 
accompany them after losing 2-1 
at home to Le Havre. Ivory Coast Voe 
striker Joel Tiehi scored a late le’s 
winner. will 

Caen forward Xavier socc 
Gravelame. who had suffered a in J 
lean spell in the last two months, day. 


struck twice to give his team a 2-0 
win over Sochaux and take his 
tally to 20 for the season, one 
fewer than leading scorer Alen 
Boksic of Marseille, who netted 
Thursday's winner in Valencien- 


Voefler to play in Japan: Marseil- 
le’s German striker Rudi Voeller 
will sign a contract with Japanese 
soccer club Yomiuri Nippon FC 
in June, news reports said Sun- 
day. 
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^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

’ A FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 

jTHQlT FURNITURE 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829882/829883 


• ■ .Millet JCJKUAJN 

\ ^Hninhca ll/ Tel £ 829882/829883 

■^■EACHER OF MATHEMATIC 

t"" 1, ... _ r n hnnl in Amman ic QPPKinn trt pmnl 


; e Bishop’s School in Amman is seeking to employ 
.... iS.'i' 11 3 experienced mathematics teacher to teach up to 
'•"'^ade 12 Tawjihi. 

- - jplication forms to be collected from the 
Jiool’s reception desk, 
onday 24th. — Wednesday 26th. May 9:00 — 1:00 
Tel. 624334 • 

.. --.liidiS 8 (Personal photo to be' attached to application form) 

} V- 5 . ~ 

' : : ''' vd ' n , APARTMENT FOR RENT 

■ , v» ^ luxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath- 
*“ ^' jppjms, modem kitchen, L-shaped salon, colour TV., 

aphone, central heating, intercom. 

‘ - ,iV nation: Jabal Amman, in a Quiet & safe reside lal 
. “> ‘fihria. 3rd Circle. No water problem. 

■ ^'iti^'iase call tel.: 641345, from 8-10 a.m.-4-1l r .m. 

: & Tuesday & Friday ALL DAY. 


Executive Secretary Wanted 
(Male or Female) 

- Excellent command of both Arabic & English. 

- Good typing speed in both languages with 
experience in the use of word processors. 

- Business correspondence 

- Office management skills with filing. 

Applications to be sent to: 

P.O.Box 5204 Amman - Jordan 


Unfurnished Semi-Villa 
For Rent 

At Umm Summaq: 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. L- 
shaped salon, large kitchen, separate entrance, 
heating and telephone. 

If interested call: 823764 after 1:00 p.m. 




5^ 


Fancy beauty centre Shmeisani specialist in 
all beauty treatment wishes to announce that 
we are open daily for business as usual from. 
9 a.m. till 8 p.m. 

English spoken for appointment 
Please call tel: 698488 

5U- welcomes aou 
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World Cup qualifying matches 

Jordan, Iraq clash today 

een Baunayau 

the Jordan Times 

VND IRAQ face-off ™ * ****$ 


By Aleen Baunayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN AND IRAQ face-off 
Monday afternoon in a crucial 
and deciding match of the Asian 
Group A World Cup qualifying 
matches at At Hassan stadium in 
Irbid. 

The Iraqi team will be playing 
the first of their matches. They 
had a practice session but their 
coach refused to give any state- 
ments or announce the lineup of 
players. 

Hosts, Jordan, will be aiming 
for a win after conceding a 1-1 
draw with group underdogs, Ye- 
men, in the opening match Satur- 
day. 

The Kingdom's team had last 
played their Iraqi opponents last 
August in the Jordan Internation- 
al Soccer tournament in which 
Jordan upset Iraq 2-0 to win the 
tournament. 

Jordanian coach Alexander 
Maximanov is expected to change 
the lineup of players as moham- 
mad Ai KhazaLi has a red card 
booking, and some strikers did 
not live up to expectations and 
seemed to lack fitness — a fact 
Yemen took advantage of to 
score the equalising goal in the 
final two minutes. 

In a post-match press confer- 
ence, Maximanov admitted that 






Iraqi manager Adrian Deijai (centre) instructs his players during practice in Irbid (AFP photo) 


Jordan that played an unimpress- 
ive match, well below their usual 
standard. He also said that some 
players had failed in their defen- 
sive duties, hence the unexpected 
Yemeni goal. 

In Saturday's late match, 
favourites China crushed Pakis- 
tan 5-0 in a match attended by a 
sparse crowd of 2000. 

Hao Haidong scored China’s 


opening goal in the 37th minute. 
While Pakistan rarely 
approached China's goal and con- 
tent ending the first half 1-ti. 
The Pakistani team could not 


in the 55th and 50th minutev 
Teammate Zhai Buo scored the 
fourth goal in the “2nd minute, 
and Gao came back to score the 
final goal in the 35rd minute. A 


hold on much longer as their .sixth goal by China was ruled 


defence faltered in the second 
half, allowing China to freely 
score four more goals. Gao Hon- 
gbo scored a hat-trick, netting in 
his team's second and third goals 


offside by Referee Ammar 
Amniar of Lebanon 
. In Monday's marches Jordan 
play Iraq at 4 p.m., while Yemen 
play Pakistan at S.3U p.m. 


Ivanisevic may be Europe’s best hope in French Open 


PARIS tR) — European hopes of 
ending the continent's bleakest 
spell in more than two decades at 
the French Open starting Mon- 
day may rest on the shoulders of 
the unpredictable Goran Iva- 
nisevic of Croatia. 

No European has won the 
men’s singles since Sweden's 
Mats Wilander triumphed in 1988 
and with American Jim Courier 
hot favourite for his third succes- 
sive crown, it will take something 
special to stop the non-European 
trend. 

The 21-year-old from Split is 
certainly something special and 
there are signs that he is begin- 
ning to put behind him the erratic 
excesses of youth to approach 
tennis maturity. 

The only player to take a set off 
Courier last year at Roland Gar- 
ros. Ivanisevic has become much 
more consistent of lare and could 
be ready to make his best chal- 
lenge yet. 

Europe badly needs a winner 
after years in which it was per- 
ceived wisdom that the conti- 
nent's plethora of clay court spe- 
cialists virtually guaranteed suc- 
cess in Paris. 

Of the 19 men's singles finals 
played from 1970 to 1988. Euro- 


pean won 18. only Argentina’s 
Guillermo Vilas breaking the 
monopoly in 1977. 

The long-standing theory that 
Americans did not have the dav 


strokes.” he said. 

“I had a chance to win Rotand 
Garros last year because I was 
upm the the fourth set against 
Courier in the quarter-final and 


background to make the grade at he wasgetting nervous. If I’d won 


the French was broken in 1989 
when Michael Chang ended a 
34-year spell without success. 

But the American continent 
has now taken over. Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador winning in 
1990 and Courier taking the last 
two titles. 

Worse still for the Europeans. 
Petr Korda of the Czech Republic 
was the continent's only player ro 
reach the final in the last three 
years — and he took only eight 
games off Courier in last year's 
showpiece. 

Ivanisevic, losing finalist at 
Wimbledon last year to American 
Andre Agassi, showed a return to 
form after early season injury 
problems when he reached the 
final of the Italian Open in Rome 
this month — though he was 
crushed in straight sets by 
Courier. 

The tall, big-hitting Croat be- 
lieves he has the weapons to do 
well in Paris. “People think I'm 
just machine for making aces but 
I work very hard at all my 


that, w% would have gone to a 
fifth and he’s not always at his 
best in fifth sets. 

•‘When I concentrate, 1 can 
play very well on clay. I can stay 
on the the baseline like the spe- 
cialists and run all day. I may be 
tall but I move around the court 
well.” 

As an 18-year-old Ivanisevic- 
caused an upset in Paris by dis- 
missing German Boris Becker in 
the first round before going out 
eventually in the quarter-finals to 
Austrian Thomas Muster. 

Now managed by the German’s 
mentor Ion Tiriac and coached by 
Becker’s former trainer Bon 
Brett. Ivanisevic has also ac- 
quired a regular female travelling 
companion in girlfriend 
Daniela. a move he said had 
stabilised him a lot. 

A stress fracture of the foot 
and an achilles tendon problem 
held him back earlier this year 
but he is gening back to his best 
and said he felt fresh for the 
two-week tournament ahead. 


“I don't fear anyone when I'm 
playing well and l feel fine." he 
said. “I've already proved that.” 

Ivanisevic apart. Europe’s best 
chances may come from the form 
players of the clay season. Spain's 
Brugguera or !.S-vear-old Ukrai- 
nian Andrei Medvedev. But Bru- 
guera has regularly flopped in 
Paris at the past and it may be too 
early for the rapidly improving 
Medvedev. 

Stefan Ed berg of Sweden, los- 
ing finalist in *1989. cannot be 
ruled out even though he is not 
too happy on clay but Courier 
may feel his stiff est challenge 
could still by from outside 
Europe — in the shape of fellow- 
American Pete Sampras, the man 
who deposed him as world num- 
ber one earlier this year. 

The women's tournament 
looks wide open after the with- 
drawal of reigning champion 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia fol- 
lowing the stabbing incident in 
Hamburg last month. 

Two former champions Steffi 
Graf of Germany and Spain’s 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario start as 
favourites but Gabriela Sabatini 
of Argentina and a second Spa- 
niard, Conchita Martinez, have 
title ambitions too. 


Two Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Shmeisani 

1. Ground floor with garden, consist of two bedrooms, sitting 
room, bathroom and kitchen, with C.H. and telephone. 

2. Ground floor with garden and garage, consists of one 
bedroom, one sitting room, bathroom and kitchen. C.H. and 
telephone 

Please call 669335 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

T'Aim MnO'j Ssrmcav loc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


REQUIRED 


Teachers of English for summer school. English native 
speakers "preferably graduates" to teach children and 
adults. 

For further information please call tel. No: 680726 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 



Can you tell who’s wearing 

Her birth stone !? 

Of course you can ! 
jS-SiDajani Jewellers 


Amman 
Amra Hotel 
Since 1989 


Rio de Janeiro 
Since 1975 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*10863 7A873 vK 4J532 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You certainly don't want in 
bid a bad suit, so we wouldn’t fault 
you if you chose to pass. However, 
we don't like twiddling our thumbs 
idly when we hold sound responding 
values, so our choice would be one 
no trump. If the opponents compete 
further, at least they will have to do 
so at a level higher than they like. 

QJ2 — Neither vulnerable, as SirtJlh 
you hold: 

♦Q652 7643 J92 *AS3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl 1 ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You don’t have much, but we 
hate passing when we have a smat- 
tering of values and a possible 4-1 
fit in a major. Our choice would be 
one spade. It must be safer to con- 
test the auction now than to try to 
back in later. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ76 7AJ63 17 +AKS2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East Smith West North 

I v Dbl Pass 1 * 

Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a very fine hand in 
support of spades, worth the equiv- 
alent of 21 points. Bear in mind, 
however, that you have forced part- 
ner to bid on what could be a yar- 
borougb. Jump to three spadcB. 
That invites partner to go m gome 
on the smell of an oil rag. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*72 "AK1095 :AQ109 *AS I 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 7 Pass 2 ♦ Pass ' 

n 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With n slightly different 
black-suit holding u singleton j 
spude and three clubsi. w* would 
deem the hand worth a jump shift 1 
to three diamonds- As it is, you : 
cannot determine with any degree | 
uf certainty how high or in which i 
strain you want to ploy, so we think : 
that a simple two diamonds is ade- 
quate for the momenL 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South . 
you hold: 1 

♦A9852 7 KJ63 .Void 4J766 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 Pass 2 : Pass 

2 ♦ Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A.— Partner’s correction to your 
first-hid suit doesn't even guarantee 
three-card support. If. indeed. 
North has taken a preference on a 
doubleton. the hand is at least a 
partial misfit, which suggests that 
you arc ns high as you want to be. 
Pass. 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*94 AQJ63 •. AI05 *Q98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 7 Pass 1 ♦' Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A.— Whether you play four or five- 
card majors is irrelevant. You have 
s balanced hand with stoppers in 
the unhid suits and no particular 
support for partner. You can de- 
scribe this bolding precisely by opt- 
ing for one no trump as your rebid. 
Anything else distorts your holding. 


[Cinema 


TeL: 6774201 Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 [Cinema 


Tel.: 6341441 


CONCORD 


POLICE STORY “3” 

“SUPERCOP“ 

Shows: 12-30; 3 JO; 6:15; 8:30; 10J0 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


Shows: 12:30; 3:15; 4:45; 630; 8:30; l(k30 


PHILADELPHIA 


PRETTY WOMAN 


Shows: 12:30; 330: 6:15; 8:30; 10:30 - 


TeL: 675571 

Nabil AI Mtashini Thoatre 

Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre ■ 
hosts 

AI Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad AI 
Qabbani. Amer AI Khafash 


Nab il & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLABi THEATRE 

presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

' On Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays AT 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 












;■ . '■ -. •■* rf ^iJSSafew' -t- - - 


> 7 - .>»: — 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY. MAY 24, tt» 



Attas reinstated 
as Yemeni premier 


SANAA (Agencies) — The pres- 
ident! ai council reinstated Haider- 
Abu Bakr Al Attas as prime 
minister Sunday and asked him to 
form a national coalition cabinet 
to cement Yemen’s infant multi- 
party democracy. 

Mr. Attas, 54, had resigned 
after the April 27 parliamentary 
vote, the first multi-party elec- 
tions in the Arabian Peninsula 
which is dominated by monar- 
chies and one-party rule. 

1 The state media said that the 
five-man ruling council, led by 
Aii Abdullah Saleh, president of 
the pre-merger North Yemen, 
asked Mr. Attas to form the new 
cabinet and he immediately be- 
gan consultations for this pur- 
pose. 

Mr. Attas is a member of the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP), 
which ruled the formerly Marxist 
South Yemen before the merger 
in May 1990. He was president of 
South Yemen before the union. 

The Socialists and Mr. Saleh’s 
’ Genera] People's Congress had 
run Yemen in a coalition after the 
union. With Mr. Saleh atop the 
ruling council and Mr. Attas 
prime minister, the two parties 
have consolidated their grip on 
the executive authority. 

Together, the two parties have 
179 seats in the 301-member par- 


liament and have vowed to work 
within the house as a single bloc. 

Parliament earlier this month 
elected Sheikh Abdullah Hussan 
A) Ahmar, a co-founder of the 
pro-Saudi Arabian Islamic fun- 
damentalist AI Islah party, as 
speaker. 

The move was interpreted as 
an attempt to placate the fun- 
damentalists at home arid help 
mend fences with Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen's influential neighbour 
which reportedly viewed the par- 
liamentary elections as a poten- 
tial harbinger of political change 
in the conservative region. 

A civil engineer by profession, 
Mr. Attas’ previous three years as 
prime minister had been marred 
by political turmoil and economic 
hardships in the country of 14.5 
million. 

Unconfirmed reports said Mr. 
Saleh’s party would retain 12 
portfolios and both the Socialists 
and the Islamists would each have 
four members in the cabinet. 

One portfolio would be offered, 
each to the Nasserites and the 
pro-Iraq Baath Party, the reports 
said. 

Yemenis, divided for three 
centuries, are celebrating three 
years of unity that has brought 
unprecedented democracy but 
also economic hardship and poli- 



Ebudar Al Attas 

deal instability. 

Residents of Sanaa strolled 
through brightly lit streets Satur- 
day night and flags fluttered on 
private homes as well as official 
buildings. 

But on the eve of the 
anniversary, and less than a 
month after Yemen’s first multi- 
party elections. President Saleh 
conceded that Yemenis had suf- 
1 fered during the three since uni- 
fication. 

“The great success of the elec- 
tion should not distance us from 
the suffering of our people during 
the transitioned period because of 
the inefficiencies of the govern- 
ment's economic, administrative, 
social and security institutions,” 
he said. 


Newspaper 
prices go up 

By a Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Prices of Jordan’s news- 
papers, wffl increase to ISO IBs from 
100 as of Thursday to keep up with 
newly-imposed taxes on paper. The 
c han ge in prices wffl affect the three 
dafly Arabic newspapers as well as the 
Jordan Times but is not n p c c tcd to 
affect weeklies which already charge a 
higher price for their copy. 

The price hike came after fruitless 
efforts by the local n e w spa pers to 
dissuade the government from impos- 
ing a 25 per cent tax on newsprint. 

The new tax, newspaper' repre- 
sentatives told the go ver nm e n t on 
Several occasions, is not equated any- 
where else in the world whore news-' 
paper prices arc intentionally kept 
down to make them accessible to aO 
people. 

However, since the government de- 
cision stiD stood alter these efforts, 
publishers say, they have little choice 
but to increase the price of newspaper 
coptes, especially since they had 
already increased advertisement costs 
earlier this year. 

Al Ra’i, the largest circulating 
newspapo- in Jordan, expected its 
expenses to increase by over half a- 
mate n dinars a year with the tax 
increase. 

“We hope that we wfll be able to 
compensate oar re a ders for their 
added expense by improving the qnafi- 
ty of news, 1 * Al Ra’i Edhor-in-Cbief 
Mahmoud Al Kayed told the Jordan 
Times. 

The new taxes on paper have been 
In effect since early January, but 
newspapers waited noth the middle of 
the year before transferring the added 
expense to the readers. 


Izetbegovic slams peace efforts ; Karadzic hails allies’ plan 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Muslim President Aiija Izet- 
begovic rallied his people to de- 
fend their republic and slammed 
international peace efforts as 
“futile” Sunday but his Serb foes 
welcomed a new allied strategy 
on the war. 

“We are nor going to waste 
time any longer in futile negotia- 
tions,” Mr. lietbegovic said in a 
statement read out in Sarajevo. 

He declared his government 
would cal! on “all our citizens 
who love this country... and call, 
them to unite and use all means 
available to defend their 
sovereign and independent 
Bosnia-Heraegovina.” 


It was a fiery reaction to Satur- 
day's announcement of a com- 
mon strategy by the United 
States, Russia, Britain. France 
and Spain on containing the Bos- 
nian war and promoting peace. 

Muslim hopes for foreign milit- 
ary intervention to halt Serb adv- 
ances after 14 months of fighting 
have all but evaporated with the 
new strategy. 

But Bosnian Serb chieftain 
Radovan Karadzic welcomed the 
new policy as “realistic” and said 
he was calling fot direct talks 
between Serbs, Muslims and Bos- 
nian Croats to divide the former 
Yugoslav republic into three con- 
federated states. 


Mr. Karadzic told Reuters by 
telephone from the Bosnian Serb 
stronghold of Pale that Serbs and 
Crots could help the Bosnian 
Muslims establish “a viable state” 
in central Bosnia. 

“I am inviting Izetbegovic and 
(Bosnian croat leader Mate) 
Boban for direct face-to-face 
talks concerning territorial 
issues,” Mr. Karadzic said. 

He praised U.S- President Bill 
Clinton and said he was “going to 
be a great president” for avoiding 
being pushed iWo military in- 
tervention in the Bosnian civil 
war. 

The allies agreed measures in- 
cluding using U.S. air power if 


United Nations safe havens for 
Muslims are attacked and ensur- 
ing arms supplies do not get 
through to Bosnian Serbs and 
Croats from their ethnic kin 
across borders. 

Rejection by Mr. Izetbegocic 
was sure to scuttle the plan, 
announced by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren M. Christopher and 
the foreign ministers of Russia, 
Britain. France and Spain. 

“This new plan is absolutley 
unacceptable for us.” said Mr. 
Izetbegovic. accusing the world 
of moving to “reward aggression 
and genocide.” 

See related story on page 8 
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S. Korea arrests ex-president's in-law for fraud Pope tells Italian politicians to be honest 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s anti-graft prosecutors arrested a 
powerful relative of ex-President Roh Tae-Woo on charges of 
receiving bribes, a Seoul prosecutor’s office official said Sunday. 
He said United People's Party legislator Park Chull-Un was 
arrested late Saturday for accepting 500 million won (5625,000) 
from slot machine “godfather” Chung Dok-Jin in return for 
persuading tax. 

20 injured in Bangladesh clash 

DHAKA (AP) — Students and police dashed at Dhaka University 
Sunday, leaving at least 20 persons injured, as Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia arrived to give an honorary degree to a Nobel 
laureate. Police hurled teargas and swung batons at students who 
were throwing stones and firecrackers, paralysing traffic inside the 
sprawling campus. The students, affiliated with opposition parties, 
were demanding subsidies, part-time jobs and guarantees of 
employment after they finish school. They also demanded action 
against “campus terrorism.” a reference to the violence among 
students parties for control of residential dorms. 

Thai police target engineers in fire 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai police are investigating what role 
government engineers played in the toy factory fire that killed at 
least 188 people and injured scores more earlier this month, the 
Nation newspaper said Sunday. Provincial police chief Colonel 
Cheu Laoprasert was quoted as saying investigators had already 
questioned the public works chief who approved the factory's 
construction plans and more engineers could be implicated. 
"Several others were involved in the construction and the 
suspected illegal modifications,” Mr. Cheu said. Arrest warrants 
have been issued for four executives of the toy company, Kader 
Industrial (Thailand) Co. Limited, on charges of negligence 
leading to death and injury and illegal modification of a building. 
Two have been released on bail. Bangkok is seeking the extradition 
of the other two from Hong Kong. “ 


AREZZO, Italy (R) — Pope John Paul Sunday told the politicians 
of Italy, which is mired in a 15-month-old corruption scandal, that 
they had a duty to be honest. Speaking during a day trip to this 
Tuscan city the Pope said public administrators, had a special 
responsibility to the people. “It is legitimate (for the pubUc) to 
expect from them a well-defined behaviour of rectitude in the 
administration of the common good,” he told thousands of people 
in a square here. 

Aborigines may be compensated for lost land 

QUEENSTOWN (AP) — Australian aborigines may be compen- 
sated by national and state governments for land taken from them 
during the last P8 1 years, visiting Prime Minister Paul Keating said 
Sunday. At the end of three-day official visit to New Zealand, Mr. 
Keating told reporters the compensation problem is one of many 
issues following a controversial Australian high court decision last 
year recognising that aborigines have “native title” to government- 
owned land. Mr. Keating said he will meet the leaders of six states' 
and one territory next month to discuss how to deal with aboriginal 
land claims and promote racial reconciliation. 

Philippine plane found 9 months after crash 

MANILA (R) — Villagers have reported finding the wreckage of a 
Philippine air force plane with skeletons of crew and passengers 
still in their seats nine months after it went missing, the Philippines 
air force said Sunday. A spokesman said the twin-engine Britten 
Norman Islander, carrying an air force colonel and nine other 
people, disappeared in August after taking off from Manila for the 
southern city of Zamboanga. Previous searches had failed to locate 
the plane. Air Force chief Major-General Leopoldo Acot has 
ordered a search party to go to the mountains of Romblon Island, 
270 kilometres south of the capital, where villagers said they saw 
the crashed plane, the spokesman said. “All the remained of the 
victims were their skeletons and the hair on their beads. They were 
still in their seats.” the private Manila radio station DZXL said 
quoting a local guide who reached the crashed site. 


CAMBODIA GOES TO POLLS: A Cambodian poffing centre in Phnom'Penh on Sunday, the first 
reacts with a smOe as a U.N. peacekeeper fram day of U.N.-organised elections in the country (see 
Ghana accidently points his gun at him while page 8) 

keeping order In a crowd of voters watting at a AFf> prto '° 


More than 
700,000 
pilgrims 
already in 
S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — More than 
700,000 Muslims from around the 
world including 100,000 Iranians 
have flocked to Saudi Arabia for 
the annual pilgrimage to Islam’s j 
holiest city. ! 

Thousands more were arriving j 
each day by air, land and sea for 1 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, birth- 
place of the Prophet Mohammad, 
Saudi press reports said. Every 
Muslim who can afford to is 
obliged to perform the pilgrimage 
once in a lifetime. 

The Haj reaches its climax on 
May 30, ninth day of the holy 
month of Dhul-Hijja, when a 
million white-robed pilgrims 
gather at Mount Arafat, site of 
the Prophet’s last sermon 14 cen- 
turies ago, and three monuments 
representing Satan are stoned. 

The following day Muslims 
celebrate the start of ’Eid Al 
Adha, when sheep are slaught- 
ered to commemorate God’s test 
of Abraham* 

The Saudi minister of pilgrim- 
age affairs and endowments, 
Abdul Wahhab Abdul Wasie, 
said the kingdom expects the 
same number of pilgrims as last 
year when up to two million 
people, almost half of them 
Saudis, performed the Haj. 

He said the number of pilgrims 
last year was 40 per cent higher 
than in 1991 when the Gulf war 
over Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait 
led many airlines to cancel flights 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Abdul Wahhab said in a 
newspaper interview Saturday 
that Saudi Arabia was taking all 
steps to ensure a trouble-free 
Haj. “The kingdom is sparing no 
money or effort to help pilgrims 
perform their pilgrimage in secur- 
ity and safety,” he said. 

Straining transport and other 
facilities with its vast numbers, 
the Haj has often been hit by 
accidents causing great loss of 
life. The worst of recent Mecca 
tragedies was a stampede during 
the 1990 Haj in which 1,426 
pilgrims were crushed to death in 
a tunnel. Most were from Indone- 
sia and Turkey. 

Mr. Abdul Wahhab said Saudi 
Arabia, custodian of Islam’s holy 
shrines at Mecca and Medina, has 
spent around 54 billion in the last 
two years to improve and extend 
facilities including the building of 
new roads and tunnels. 


Iran holds war 
games amid tension 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian troops 
with tanks staged what Tehran 
called military manoeuvres on the 
southern border with Iraq Sunday 
amid rising tension triggered by 
escalating attacks from Baghdad- 
based rebels. 

The Iranians said Saturday that 
8,000 infantry from the Revolu- 
tionary Guards Corps and an 
armoured brigade would take 
part in the manoeuvres in oil-rich 
Khuzestan province in southwest- 
ern Iran. 

The manoeuvres were ostens- 
ibly to commemorate the May 24. 
1982, liberation of the port city of 
Khorammshahr, 578 days after it 
had been captured by Iraqis in 
die early days of the 1980-88 Gulf 
war. 

The seizure of the city in fierce 
fighting was Iran's biggest and 
most humiliating loss of the war 
and its recapture was a turning 
point in the conflict. 

Brigadier General Mohammad 
Aii J atari, commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards' ground 
forces, said the troops will enter 
Khorramshahr to “renact the 
glory of its liberation.” 

But it appeared that the man- 
oeuvres were related to a crack- 
down on border incursions by the 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e-Khafq, 
the main Iranian opposition 
movement. 

By several accounts, forces in 
the region have been on alert for 
several weeks because of opera- 
tions by the Mujahedeen. 

Gen. Jafari, announcing the 
crackdown Saturday, accused 
Iraq of violating die Aug. 20, 
1988, ceasefire that ended the 
war by allowing the rebels to 
launch cross-border raids. 

“We cannot accept that the 
enemies of our people are getting 
armed on the other side of the 
border and attacking the sacred 
territory of Iran,” he said on the 
state-run Tehran Radio, moni- 
tored in Nicosia. 

“Providing counter- 
revolutionary elements and ene- 
mies with shelter and their equip- 
ment inside Iraq are... cases of 
flagrant violation of the cease- 
fire,” he said. 

The Mujahedeen called die 
accusation a prelude to “terrorist 
operations. ..and air raids” 
against their bases in Iraq. 

Gen. Jafari said die Revolu- 
tionary Guards were “determined 
to continue the suppression and 
pursuit of the terrorist elements 
until...their wicked acts are abso- 
lutely repelled.” 

He said “counter-revolutionary 
elements” — Tehran-speak for 
the Mujahedeen — were trying to 


Fight against AIDS in Jordan needs more internal cooperation 


By V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has more 
or less managed well in coping 
with the global threat of AIDS, 
but officials believe that there 
should be more cooperation 
between private physicians and 
the authorities in detecting and 
following up cases of the fatal 
disease and its virus in the 
Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Health has 
registered 86 cases of both 
full-blown AIDS as well ask 
HIV infection in Jordan since 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome hit international 
headlines in 1986 as the most 
life-threatening yet to mankind 
in history. 

But many cases could re- 
main undetected because of 
the social shame that the con- 
servative Jordanian society 
attaches to sex-related dis- 
eases. said Saad Kharabsheh, 
head of the Communicable 
Diseases Department of the 
Ministry of Health. 

Dr. Karabsheh noted that 
those afflicted with veneral dis- 
eases could have also exposed 


themselves to AIDS, and 
should ideally undergo an 
AIDS screening as the case is 
with such patients seeking* 
treatment at government hos- 
pitals. But it does not happen 
most of the time with private 
doctors, he said. 

“Most people suffering from 
sex-related diseases approach 
private physicians for treat- 
ment for the specific ailment, 
which does not get reported to 
the authorities." Dr. Kharab- 
sheh said. 

“Very unfortunately, we 
have to say that the coopera- 
tion in this context between 
private doctors and the Minis- 
try of Health is not up to the 
desired level.” he said. 

Of the total 86 cases reg- 
istered so far in Jordan. 21., 
including Jordanians and non- 
Jordanians, are already dead, 
only 27 of the rest have de- 
veloped full-blown AIDS, 
three are showing “AIDS- 
related complexes” — some- 
where between being virus car- 
riers and actual patients — and 
the rest have been positively 
identified as HIV carriers who 
could transmit the disease 


through sexual contact while 
not necessarily contracting the 
disease themselves. Dr. Khar- 
absheh: said. 

The virus attacks the body’s 
natural immune system, steadi- 
ly weakening it and rendering 
it totally unresponsive to any 
medicine or treatment. As a 
result, a simple ailment could 
develop and claim the patient’s 
life. 

No cure has yet been de- 
veloped anywhere, and the 
only prevention, as far as indi- 
viduals are concerned, is “safe 
sex.’’ Other safety shields are 
the responsibility of medical 
institutions such as using 
“safe” blood for transfusions 
and not allowing the same 
syringe to be sued on two 
people. 

Laboratories in Jordan con- 
duct around 70,000 blood tests 
every year, and some of the 
cases were detected during 
routine checks. 

Others came to light when 
foreign governments informed 
Jordan after deporting Jorda- 
nian nationals who were found 
to be carrying the virus. 

A preliminary HIV test costs 


around JD 4, and a “confirma- 
tory test” costs JD25, Dr. 
Kharabsheh said. 

Dr. Kharabsheh said that as 
a rule any non-Jordanian 
found afflicted with the virus is 
immediately deported from the 
Kingdom. He noted that resi- 
dence permits to foreigners are 
issued only after an AIDS 
screening. 

He did not provide the 
nationalities of those dead or 
deported, but said they were 
mostly Arabs and Westerners. 

Seventy of the total reported 
since 1986 were male; 20 of the 
27 fully-developed patients 
were also male, he said, adding 
that 70 per cent of all cases 
were within the 15-39 age 
group. 

It has been found that 36 
patients contracted the disease 
through blood transfusion 
abroad. Dr. Kharabsheh said. 

Since six years ago Jordan 
did not import blood and the 
Kingdom's blood bank accepts 
blood donations only after 
thorough tests for HTV. 

It has also been established* 
that 32 of all cases contracted 


the virus through sexual con- 
tact — heterosexual, homosex- 
ual and tri -sexual, said Dr. 
Kharabsheh, in the first public 
acknowledgement that blood 
transfusions abroad were not 
to be exclusively blamed, for 
ArDS/HTV cases in Jordan. 

“It is a reality and we might 
as well acknowledge it,” he 
said. 

(Prostitution, one main con- 
duit for AIDS, is a subject that 
many officiate in Jordan wave 
away and refuse to discuss. 
The first response from any 
official is typical: The oldest 
profession in the worid does 
not exist in Jordan). 

Breaking the taboo, which 
many sociologists criticise as 
superficial and an escape from 
reality. Dr. Kharabsheh said: 

“The very nature of the 
Jordanian society prevents us 
from having any estimate of 
prostitutes in the country. It 
may be low, it may be high, but 
there cannot be any denial of 
the fact that it exists in Jordan, 
just as any other country.” 

Four of die registered AIDS/ 
HTV cases were found to have 
resulted from intravenous drug 


□sage, where syringes were 
shared, while one case was 
found to have been “vertically 
transmitted” — from mother 
to the child. Dr. Kharabsheh 
said. 

“We have not been able to 
pinpoint bow the rest — 13 
patients — got the disease,” he 
added. “Some of them are 
uncooperative in providing 
answers while others are not 
sure how they could have ex- 
posed themselves; but their be- 
haviours were very risky in 
many areas.” 

Jordan has a national com- 
mittee to combat AIDS repre- 
senting most segments of .the 
society. 

The Ministry of Health, in 
coordination with the commit- 
tee, offers counselGng prog- 
rammes for AIDS patients and 
HTV carriers on how to “face 
life and deal with various situa- 
tions.” Dr. Kharabsheh said. 

“We keep dose tabs on ev- ' 
ery case,” he said. “The fact 
that they have AIDS or are 
carriers of the virus does not 
have any negative bearing on 
their national rights. They are 
entitled as anyone else to have 


their rights protected and in- 
terests defended. 

“At the same time, our first 
concern is to protect others — 
family members and others 
who might be exposed to them 
— from contracting the dis- 
ease,” he added. 

These who may have ex- 
posed themselves to the virus 
while dealing with the patient 
are screened immediately after 
diagnosis establishes AtDS or 
HIV n anyone, he said. 

T tinselling programme 

indu ■ advices on how to 

condu\~ sex life, social and 
family behaviours, and dealing 
with ailment. Immediate fami- 
ly members are also given 
advice on how to deal with the 
patient. 

“The advice also indudes on 
how to bury when the patient is 
dead.” Dr. Kharabsheh said. 

Authorities give special 
attention to students heading 
for higher education abroad, 
making them aware of the 
AIDS threat and advising them 
how to expose themselves. 

"Of course the best method 
is total abstention from sex,” 
he $aid. 


disrupt the presidential elections 
scheduled for June 11- 

President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
is running for a second four-year 
term amid widespread dissatisfac- 
tion over the government's fai- 
lure to reverse chronic economic 
problems. 

The Mujahedeen. seeking to 
exploit the internal unrest and 
political power straggles within 
the Tehran hierarchy, have esca- 
lated their attacks in recent 
weeks. 

The regime has acknowledged 
several clashes and sabotage 
raids, including the May 12 dyna- 
miting of eight oil pipelines near 
the refinery city of Abadan in 
Khuzestan, 16 kilometres south- 
east of Khorramshahr. 

The Tehran regime’s unusual 
admissions of Mujahedeen opera- 
tions indicate it is alarmed at the 
rebels* escalating campaign. 

The Mujahedeen insists the 
attacks were carried out by its 
fighters based inside Iran and 
were launched from Iraq. 

But diplomatic and oil industry 
sources have told the Associated 
Press that there is increasing evi- 
dence that many of the recent 
Mujahedeen operations were 
mounted from Iraq. 

Most of the targets the rebels 
say they hit were in western Iran 
near the 1,180 kilometres fron- 
tier, although some smaller op- 
erations were reported deep in 
die Iranian hinterland. 

Cross-border attacks by the 
Mujahedeen and its military arm, 
the National Liberation Army of 
Iran, could not be launched with- 
out the approval of Iraq. 

When the Iran-Iraq war ended, 
Iraq* reined in the Majahedeen. 
But Baghdad and Tehran have 
yet to sign a formal peace treaty 
and are increasingly trading 
accusations of border incursions. 

Baghdad has accused Iran of 
shelling villages in northern Iraq 
in operations against Iranian Kur- 
dish rebels based there. Kurdish 
sources claimed Iranian 
armoured columns had thrust 
several kilometres inside Iraq in 
recent weeks. 

Iraq has repeatedly saidRevolu- 
tionary Guards have supported 
Shiite Muslim rebels fighting 
Baghdad in southern Iraq. 

lucre has been speculation 
that Iraq, ih increasingly desper- 
ate economic straits because of 
U.N. sanctions imposed after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, has un- 
leashed the Mujahedeen again 
and may even be seeking to divert 
Iraqis’ attention from their plight 
by engineering a border crisis. 


Britain’s Queen 
Mother leaves 
hospital 

ABERDEEN (R) — Oueen Eli- 
zabeth the Queen Mother, the 
92 -vear-oId widow of King ' 
George VI. left hospital Sunday 
after an operation to remove a 

throat obstruction and told well- / 

wishers she felt “very well." One , 
of the British royal family’s most • 
popular members, the Queen 
Mother had been slaving on the 
Balmoral estate in Scotland when 
she was rushed to Aberdeen hos- 
pital last Thursday evening after 
experiencing difficulty swallow- 
ing As she left Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary, she told .« group o % . 
well-wishers who had gathered y 
outside that she felt "very well," 
asked how she was feeling, she 
replied: “Much better thank you. 
Everybody has been so kind. 
Thev have been wonderful." The 
surgery last Thursday night re- 
moved a piece of food from her 
throat in an operation which 
caused concern in Britain because 
of her advanced age. The “Oueen 
Mum", as she i.s popularly 
known, emerged from the hospit- 
al wearing a deep blue coat and 
hat. She smiled and waved to the 
crowd. She was said to be keen to 
resume her public engagements 
this week. 

British royals 
'collect farm 
subsidies’ 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s royal 
family, among the richest in the 
world, is collecting hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in European 
Community farm subsidies, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 
“The queen and Prince (Charles) 
alone are set to receive nearly 
£300,000 ($465,000) of taxpayers’ 
money this year.” the Sunday 
Express said. It said £60,000 
($93,120) came from the EC’s 
set-aside policy of pay ing fanners 
for not growing crops, which 
Prince Charles, the heir to the 
throne, had described as “the 
greatest monster in the tabvrinth” 
of the Community's agricultural 
policy. It quoted an Agriculture 
Ministry source as saying the 
royal family was “meticulous ab- 
out claiming every subsidy avail- 
able.” The newspaper said minis- 
try figures showed that Prince 
Charles could get £40,000 
($62,080) in grants^for his 1,112- 
acre (450- hectare) Highgrove 
farm in Gloucesterhsire in west 
England including £6,400 
($9,933) in set-aside granft*- 
Queen Elizabeth could claim 
grants worth £250,000 ($388,000) 
for farming 3.600 acres (1,460 
hectares) at her Sandringham 
estate in eastern England includ- 
ing £50,880 ($78,970) in set-aside 
grants, it added. 

Tasmania gay taws 
hurt human rights, 
Amnesty says 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia's 
commitment to human rights was 
being undermined by the outlaw- 
ing of homosexuality in the island 
state of Tasmania, the human 
rights organisation Amnesty In- 
ternational said Sunday. Amnes- u 
ty urged Tasmania to bring its “ 
anti-homosexuality laws, under 
which a person can be convicted 
for committing a homosexual act. . 
into line with all the other states 
in the country. The United Na- 
hons Human Rights Committee 
said late last year it would investi- . 
Sate the state's anti-homosexual 
laws, which provide for a max- 
in,™ 21 yea"', jail for sexual 
against the order of 
nature. Next month's world con- 

aESS;? 1 .rights provided 
Austria with an .deal opportun- 
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